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-I—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 


STATE OF THE SKILLED Lasour MarkKET IN JANUARY. 


The following memorandum has been prepared by the Labour 
Department of the Board of Trade for the ‘‘ Board of Trade 
Journal,” and also (with additions) for the “Labour Gazette.” 
It is based on 2,318 returns, viz.: 1,618 from employers, 542 
from trade unions, and 158 from other sources :— 

On the whole the state of employment has undergone little 
change, and remains good in all the principal trades. The very 
slight falling-off in one or two industries, such as printing, is 
attributable to seasonal causes, while there has been a marked 
improvement in employment in the boot and shoe trade. Few 
trade disputes of any importance have begun during the month. _ 

_In the 121 trade unions making returns, with an aggregate 
membership of 486,094, 14,627 (or 3°0 per cent.) were reported 
as unemployed at the end of January, compared with 2°9 per 
cent. a month before, and 5°0 per cent. in the 116 unions, with 
a membership of 461,544, from which returns were received for 
January, 1898, when employment was still affected by the 
engineering dispute. 

Employment in Various Industries-—Coal Mining._Employ- 
ment in January was, on the whole, better than a year ago. 
Returns relating to pits employing 446,489 workpeople show 
that these pits worked on an average 5°16 days per week in the 
four weeks ended 21st January, as compared with an average 
of 5°06 days a year ago. ‘hese averages. are considerably. 
diminished by Christmas and New Year holidays. ° 
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Iron-mining—Employment in this industry continues good. 
At 136 iron mines and openworks at which 17,416 workpeople 
were employed, an average of 5°49 days per week was worked 
during the four weeks ended 2lst January, as compared with 
5°59 days a year ago. 

In the Pig-iron Industry the improvement in employment 
continues. turns relating to the works of 112 ironmasters 
show that 369 furnaces were in blast at the end of January, or 
5 more than at the end of December and 15 more than a year 
ago. The estimated number employed was 23,903, or 278 more 
than at the end of December and 547 more than at the end of 
January, 1898. 

Iron and Steel Manufacture—Employment has further im- | 
proved, and continues noticeably better than a year ago. At the 
205 works from which returns were. received, 79,637 workpeople 
were employed in the last week of January, as compared with 
78,496 in the week ended 24th December and 76,282 a year 
ago. The average number of shifts worked was 5°60 in the 
last week of January, 5°59 in the week ended 24th December, 
and 5°54 a year ago. 

Tin-plate Trade—Employment fell off somewhat during the 
month. At the end of January 319 mills were working and 
giving employment to 16,148 work e, as compared with 
339 mills employing 17,333 workpeople at the end of December 
and 355 mills employing 18,061 workpeople a year ago. 

Employment in the Engineering and Metal trades still re- 
mains good. The percentage of unemployed union members in 
this group of trades at the end of January was 2°6, compared 
with 3°0 in December and 6°4. per cent. in January, 1898.* 

In the Shipbuilding trades employment has also remained 

good, the percentage of unemployed union members at, the end 
of January being 3'7, the same as in December. The percent- 
_ age for January, 1898, was 10°9.* 
Employment in the Building trades (painters and decorators 
_ and plumbers excepted) has continued good. The percentage 
of unemployed union members at the end of January was 1'7, 
compared with 1°8 in December and 2'0 per cent. in January, 
1898. . 

The Furnishing trades are scarcely so brisk. The percentage 
of unemployed union members at the end of January was 4°3 
compared with 3°8 in December and 5°1 in January of last year. 

Employment in the Printing and Bookbinding trades has 
continued to fall off owing to seasonal causes. The percentage of 
unemployed union members at the end of January was 4°4, 
compared with 3°9 in December, and 4°9 in January, 1898. 

Employment in all branches of the Paper trade has improved. 
The percentage of unemployed union members at the end of 


* Employment affected by the engineering dispute. 
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January was 3°2, compared with 5°9 in December and 3'0 per 
cent. in January of last year. 

In the Glass trades the percentage of unemployed was 13°6, 
compared with 11°5 in January, 1898. 

' Employment in the Leather trades remains steady, the per- 
centage of unemployed union members at the end of January 
being the same as in December—viz., 4°5, compared with 4°2 in 
J ey of last year. 

Employment in the Boot and Shoe trade has much improved, 
and is now good at nearly every important centre. 

Employment in the bespoke branch of the Tazloring trade 
continues dull; in the ready-made branch it has improved in 
the factories, but is still slack in the workshops. . 

Employment in both the Spinning and Weaving branches of 
the Cotton trade continues good generally. 

Employment in the Worsted and Woollen trades remains 
= In the Hosiery trade employment has improved, and is 
air. 

As regards the employment of women in the Testile trades, 
information respecting 491 mills, employing 82,000 women 
and girls, shows that 84 per cent. were in mills giving full 
employment during the month, compared with 85 per cent. 
during the previous month, and 67 per cent. in January, 1898. 


Trade Disputes. — Twenty-six fresh disputes occurred in 
January, 1899, involving 2,188 workpeople. The corresponding 
number of disputes for scent fe was 29, involving 6,319 work- 
people, and ‘or January, 1898, 28 disputes, involving 6,795 
workpeople. Eight disputes took place in the building trades, 
8 in the metal, engineering, and shipbuildin sy in the 
textile trades, and 5 in other industries. Of the 26 new and old 
disputes, involving 4,171 workpeople, of which the settlement is 
reported, 6, involving 913 persons, were settled wholly in favour 
of the workpeople; 11, involving 412 persotis, wholly in favour 
of the employers; and 9, involving 2,846 persons, resulted in a 
compromise. 


Changes in Rates of Wages—Changes in the rates of wages 
of about 168,300 workpeople were reported during January, of 
which number 47,500 received advances averaging 103d. per 
head, and 120,800 (including 120,000 Welsh miners) sustained 
decreases arene 24d. per head. The net result was an in- 
crease estimated at about 1}d. per head in the weekly wages of | 
those affected. The increases were mainly in the iron and steel 
manufacture group (32,154), and the engineering and shi 

building trades (9,549). Changes affecting 200 
were preceded by disputes, causing stoppage of.work. Changes 
affecting about 151,750 workpeople were arranged under sliding 
scales, and the remaining changes affecting about 16,350 per- 
sons were arranged by direct negotiation between employers and 
workpeople, or conceded voluntarily by the employers. : 
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Orricrat INQUIRIES UNDER THE Exprosions Act. 


A formal investigation was held at the Vestry Hall, Patri- 
croft, near Manchester, on the 29th and 30th December, 1898, 
into the circumstances attending the explosion of a boiler at 
the Slack Lane Dye Works, Eccles, on the 19th November last,, 
whereby loss of life ensued. 

The boiler, one of the vertical type, was purchased in the 
year 1878, and the purchaser was informed that it was then 
about three years’ old, but the name of the maker and date of 
construction could not be ascertained. 

It changed hands several times since 1878, and in 1896 it 
was examined by an inspector to an insurance company, and 
accepted for insurance, the working pressure not to exceed 
40 lbs. per square inch. The premium was not paid in 1897, and 
the insurance lapsed. 

In January, 1898, the boiler was purchased by a broker and 
sold by him to a person describing himself as a boilermaker, 
the letter of acceptance from the insurance company and the 
policy being handed over some time after the purchase. 

The Halliwell Cop Dyeing Company carry on business at 
Eccles, and for some years they have used a Lancashire boiler. 
Three or four years ago they applied to a firm of boilermakers 
to send someone to repair the Lancashire boiler, and a boiler- 
maker related to the firm was sent. Since that time he has been 
employed to repair and examine the Lancashire boiler, and the 
managing director of the company considered that he was an 
experienced and competent boilermaker. 

n December, 1897, the company required a vertical boiler 
for a working pressure of from 60 to 70 lbs., and the boiler- 
maker was instructed to look out for one. He heard of this one; 


he - director that he had examined it, that it 


required slight repairs, and that it was any for a safe working 
pressure of from 70 to 80 Ibs. per square inch. ; ‘€ 

The boiler was then purchased ; the boilermaker repaired it, 
and tested it by steam to 90 Ibs. by the steam gauge, and it was: 
thereafter worked at a pressure of from 65 to 70 Ibs. 

The policy of insurance and letter of acceptance were duly- 
handed to the managing director. In the former the figure “4 
was erased and the figure “7” written over it; in the latter a 
hole in the paper destroyed the figures “40.” The managing: 
director noticed the alteration in the policy, but he looked upor 
‘it as a clerical error, and his attention was not called to the 
letter. He purchased the boiler upon the report and assurarice 
of the boilermaker. The documents were not handed to him: 
until some weeks after the completion of the purchase, and he: 
‘did not attach importance to them. 

On the 19th November the boiler exploded, and the atten~ 
dant was killed. Half the erown of the firebox was torn away ; 
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the boiler was projected upwards, passed over the works, and 
fell in a field about 400 feet from its site. 

The crown of the firebox was very severely pitted, and the 
holes had been filled up with cement. 

The Court found that the explosion was due to the crown of 
the firebox having become so reduced in thickness by pitting as 
to <A unable to withstand the pressure to which it was sub- 
jected : 

That the boilermaker had neither the training nor the ex- 
perience necessary to examine a boiler and to determine its 
safe working pressure : 

That the eles was not in good condition when examined b 
the boilermaker; that he did not make a eye and thorou 
examination of it; that he was not justified in reporting to the 
managing director that the boiler could safely be worked at a 
pressure of from 70 to 80 lbs. per square inch; that he filled up 
the pit holes with cement to conceal them, and that he was very 
seriously to blame : 

That the policy and letter were respectively altered and 
defaced by the broker or by the boilermaker : 

That the managing director had taken proper measures to 
ascertain the pressure at which the boiler could safely be 
worked, and to ensure that it was being worked under safe 
conditions. 

Having regard to the position of the boilermaker, and to his 
means, the Court ordered him to pay the sum of £15 only 
towards the costs and expenses of the investigation. 

A formal investigation with respect to a boiler explosion 
which occurred at the Hibernian Bottle Works, Dublin, on the 
10th December, 1898, was held at Dublin on the 9th, 10th, and 
11th January last, when the Court found that the explosion was 
due to the weak and defective condition of the boiler, for which, 
as well as for the lax and inadequate manner in which it was 


managed, the company were held responsible, and they were - 
ordered to pay 40/. towards the costs and expenses of the investi-- 


gation. 


NorticE To MARINERS. 


Sreamsuie RovuTES BETWEEN THE Britisu Istes anp 
New York. 


The following is a copy of a circular which has recently been 
issued by the Board of Trade :— 

The principal British and Continental steamships will in 
future follow the undermentioned routes between the British 


Isles and New York :— 

Outward Routes —From the 15th January to the 14th August, 
both days inclusive. from Fastnet or Bishop Rock, steer on a 
great circle course (nothing to the southward) to cross the 
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meridian of 47° W., in lat. 429 N. Hence either by rhumb 
line or great circle (or even N. of great circle if an easterly 
current is encounteréd) to a position S. of Nantucket light 
vessel, thence to Fire Island light vessel when bound to New 
York, or to Five-fathom bank south light vessel when bound 
to Philadelphia. From 15th August to 14th January, both days 
inclusive, from Fastnet or Bishop Rock, steer on a great circle 
course (oothing to the southward) to cross the meridian of 49° 
W.., in lat. 469 N., thence also by rhumb line to cross the meri- 
dian of 60° W., in lat. 439 N., thence also by rhumb line to a 

ition S. of Nantucket light vessel, thence to Fire Island 
light vessel when bound to New York, or Five-fathom bank 
south light vessel when bound to Philadelphia. 

Homeward Routes.—At all seasons of the year, steer a course 
from Sandy Hook light vessel, or Five-fathom bank south light 
vessel, to cross the meridian of 70° W., nothing to the eastward 
of lat. 409 10' N. From 15th January to 23rd August, both 
days inclusive, steer from lat. 409 10' N., and long. 709 W., by 
a rhumb line to cross the meridian of 479 W. in lat. 419 N., 
and from this last position nothing N. of the great circle to 
Fastnet when bound to the Irish Channel, or nothing N. of the 

reat circle to Bishop Rock when bound to the English Channel. 
Fiat 24th August to 14th January., both days inclusive, steer 
from lat. 409 10’ N., long. 709 W., to cross the meridian of 
609 W.., in lat. 429 N., then by rhumb line to cross the meridian 
of 459 W., in lat. 469 30! N., and from this last position nothing 
N. of the great circle to Fastnet when bound to the Irish 
Channel, and as near as possible to, but nothing to the north- 
ward of, the great circle to Bishop Rock, always keeping S. of 
the lat. of Bishop Rock when bound to the English Channel. 

[Note-—Admiralty chart 2,058 is to be cancelled shortly. ] 


StTaTIsTIcs OF THE BrRaprorD WooLLEN AND WorsTED TRADES. 
The Board of Trade have received from the Bradford Cham- 


ber of Commerce copy of a publication containing statistics 
relating to the city of Bradford and the woollen and worsted 
trades of the United Kingdom. The tables includé figures 
giving the declared value of exports from the Bradford consular 
district to the United States, prices of foreign and colonial 
wools, of yarns in Bradford, &c., &c. 


Repvction or anp Lirepoat SERvicE IN THE 
Brack Ska. 
The Board of Trade have received, through the Secretary of 


State for Foreign Affairs, information to the effect that the 
International Commission of the Black Sea Lifeboat Service . 
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have decided that from the 1st January, 1899, the dues levied 
in respect of the maintenance of the lightship and lifeboat 
service in the Black Sea were to be reduced from 20 to 15 
paras per ton, and that this decision has been notified to the 
Ottoman Government. 


OPENING FOR AGRICULTURAL MacHINERY IN Brazit. 


A despatch to the Foreign Office from the Acting British Con- 
sul at Rio de Janeiro reports that on the 19th October last a com- 
pany was established at Pelotas, under the style of the “ Socie- 
dade Agricola Pastoril do Rio Grande do Sul,” the object of 
which is the development of the agricultural and cattle raising 
industries throughout the State from which it derives its name. 

The company intends, about April or May next, to organise 
a kind of exhibition for trade purposes of catalogues, price 
currents, and samples of seeds and agricultural machinery and 
implements, to which manufacturers and dealers of all nationali- 
ties will be invited to send specimens of the articles in which 
they are interested. 

he company will hold themselves responsible for the safe 
keeping of the exhibits, and will even effect their sale, when 
possible, on terms to be indicated by the owners, and without 
profit to the company. 

The project would appear to afford an opportunity of expand- 
ing the demand in Brazil for many articles of British pro- 

uction. 


INDUSTRIAL EXHIBITION IN DissELDORF IN 1902. 


According to a memorandum received at the Foreign Office 
from the Commercial Attaché to H.M. Embassy in Berlin, it is 
announced in the German Press that there will be held at Diis- 
seldorf, in 1902, a large exhibition which is now being organised 
by the “ North-West Group of German Iron and Steel In- 
dustrialists,” and by the “Society of German Ironworkers.” 
It will represent all the vast industrial interests of Rhenish- 
Westphalia. A provisional committee has been appointed, and. 
it is now making all the necessary arrangements for construct- 
ing suitable buildings. The town of Diisseldorf has granted a 
sum of 200,000/. for a site. ; 

It is said that, as this exhibition is now secured, the prin- 
cipal industries of Rhenish-Westphalia will probably not take 
part in the Paris Exhibition of 1900, as they consider that their 
interests will be better served by such a large local exhibition 
than by a small section at Paris. SI 


FortHcominc ExuisiTion aT PHILADELPHIA. 


The Board of Trade have received information that a national 
exhibition of American products and manufactures is to be held. 


4 
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at the city of Philadelphia during the present year, for the 
encouragement of the export trade of the United States. The 
exhibition is to be held under the auspices of the Philadelphia 
Exposition Association, and will include such articles not of 
American manufacture and such other objects as may conduce 
to the interest of the exhibition, and may be useful for com- 
parison with American products and manufactures. All articles 
intended for exhibition which may be imported from foreign 
countries shall be admitted free of Customs duty, and should 
any exhibits be sold for delivery at the close of the exhibition, 
arrangements will be made by the Treasury for the collection of 
such import duties as they would in the ordinary course be 
subject to. In order to extend the scope and usefulness of the 
exhibition, and with a view of enabling a collection to be made 
in foreign markets of samples of merchandise principally in 
demand, and of information respecting the manner in which 


'- merchandise for such markets should be prepared and packed, 


together with all commercial data likely to be of use to Ameri- 
can manufacturers and merchants, the sum of $50,000 has been 
appropriated out of the United States Treasury to the Board of 
Trustees of the Philadelphian Museums, and the Department of 
State is to co-operate in this work through the consular service 
of the United States. : 

The sum of $300,000 is to be appropriated for pro- 
viding buildings necessary for the purposes of the exhibition 
and for the purposes of collecting, installing, and looking after 
such an exhibit by the United States Government as may be 
found expedient. 


MinineG ann Inpustriat Exurpition 1n AUSTRALIA. 


According to the “Indian Textile Journal,’ an International 
Mining and Industrial Exhibition will be opened in Coolgardie 
on 21st March, 1899, under the direct patronage of the Western 
Australian Government. The objects of the exhibition are :— 
To test the suitability of machines to local requirements; to 
promote and foster industry, science and art; to encourage 
invention, and to stimulate commerce. 


New Customs Tarirr or NICARAGUA. 


' The Foreign Office have received a despatch, dated 22nd 
December last, from H.M. Consul at Granada, stating that a 
new Customs tariff has been issued for the Republic of 
Nicaragua, and all duty on imported merchandise has been 
increased about 100 per cent. on the old rate. 

_ The new tariff was issued on the 1st September last, without 
any previous warning to merchants, and the higher rate of 
duties was charged in the Custom House from Ist September 
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till 20th October, when the Government again returned to the 
old tariff for a little over a month. 
Since the 1st December duty according to the new tariff has 
been charged. 
A ‘pindiadiie of the new tariff may be seen on application at 
the Commercial Department of the Board of Trade, 7, White- 
— Gardens, S.W,. any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 
p-m. 


Soutn Arrican Customs UNIon. 


Information has been received at the Board of Trade from 
the Cape Government Agency that the Customs Amendment 
and Tariff Act, 1898, was to come into operation on and after 
the 3rd day of January, 1899, and that the parties constituting 
the South African Customs Union are :— 


The Colony of the Cape of Good Hope, 

The Orange Free State Republic, 

The Colony of Natal, 

The Territory of Basutoland, and 

The Territory of the Bechuanaland Protectorate under the 
direct administrative control of the High Commissioner. 


TENDERS FOR Hire or a First-ctass SuRVEY STEAMER IN 
Norway. 


Information has been received at the Foreign Office to the 
effect that tenders are invited by the Norwegian Hydro- 
- graphical Surveyors for the hire of a first-class, thoroughly sea- 
worthy, small survey steamer, from about the middle of May 
to the middle of September, 1899, in order to conduct investi- 
gations between Vickters and Rost. 

The tenders must state the price of hire per month, exclusive 
of working expenses and wages, but including insurance, and 
should be addressed, with the least possible delay, to “ Norges 
Geografiscke Opmaaling, Christiania,’ accompanied by draw- 
ings, statement of coal consumption, and other details of interest. 

Such further particulars as have been received with regard 
to this tender may be seen on personal application at the Com- 
mercial Department of the Foreign Office any day between the 
hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


TENDERS FoR Ro.iinG-stock For Norweeian State Raiiways. 
The Secre of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, reporting 
that tenders are invited by the Norwegian State Railways 
Administration for the delivery of eleven passenger bogie 
waggons, broad gauge. 
enders must be sent in not later than Wednesday, the Ist 
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“March, 1899, at 7 p.m., and must be in sealed envelopes, 
marked “ Passagerbogievogne, Statsbanerne, Christiania.” 

- Further particulars respecting the tenders in question may 
be obtained on application, either personal or through an agent, 
at the Commercial Department of the Foreign Office any day 
between the hours of 1] a.m. and 5 p.m. 


TenpeRS FoR Coat For StaTE Raitways. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, stating that 
tenders are invited by the Administration of the Norwegian 
State Railways for the delivery in Christiania and other Nor- 
“wegian towns of 90,000 tons of the best kind of locomotive coal. 

Tenders, in sealed envelopes, marked “ Lokomotivkul,” 
should be sent to “ Styrelsens Expeditions Kontor, Statsbanerne, 
Christiania,” where they must be received by the Ist March, 
1899, at 7 p.m. 

Further particulars in regard to these tenders may be obtained 
on personal application at the Commercial Department of the 
Foreign Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


TENDERS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF AN Exvectric TRAMWAY 
In Braziu. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from H.M. Consul at Pernambuco, reporting that the 
Government of the State of Pernambuco invite tenders for the 
construction of an electric tramway to run between that city 
and Olinda situated at about 3 miles’ distance from Pernam- 
buco. 

Tenders, duly sealed, must be addressed to the “Secretaria 
da Industria,” Pernambuco, and should be received there not 
later than the 18th March, 1899. 

Further particulars respecting the above may be obtained on 
application, either personal or through an agent, at the Com- 
mercial Department of the Foreign Office any day between the 
hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


TENDERS FOR Lock Gates, &c., 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from H.M. Consul at Cairo, stating that tenders are 
invited by the Egyptian Public Works Department for the 
delivery of four pairs of lock gates and quoins, sills, &c. 

A statement of the particulars received may be seen on per- 
sonal application at the Commercial. Department of the Foreign 
Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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TENDERS FOR AN Iron BripGE 1n Eoypt. 


Her ~~ Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has been 
informed by H.M. Consul at Cairo that the Egyptian. Public 
Works Department invite tenders for the construction of an 
aw on the Bagouriyah Canal, in the Province of Gar- 
biyeh. 

Salty will be received at the office of the “ Chef du Service 
Administratif,” Public Works Department, up to 11 a.m. on 
the 2nd March, 1899. 

Further particulars may be obtained at the Commercial De- 
partment of the Foreign Office on any weekday between the 
hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


GovERNMENT CONTRACTS. 


India Office—The Secretary of State for India in Council 
is prepared to receive tenders from such persons as may be 
willing to supply: 

1. pine sleepers. 
2. Tyres for locomotives. 

The conditions of contract may be obtained on application to 
the Director-General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., 
and tenders are to be delivered at that office by 2 o'clock p.m. 
on Tuesday, the 21st February, 1899, after which time no 
tenders will be received. 


OPENING OF A New Treaty Port 1x Cura. 


H.M. Minister at Pekin reported on the 3rd instant that an, 
Imperial decree had been signed declaring Nanning an open 
port, subject to the same sonditinns as any other port in China 
— under the provisions of various treaties from 1842 on- 
wards. 


OPENING oF A New TrapinG Port 1n Ecvapor. 


According to a despatch received at the Foreign Office from, 
H.M. Consul at Guayaquil, the Government of Ecuador has 
declared the port of Bolivar opened as a “Puerto Mayor” 
(Custom House port), from the lst January of the present year, 
for exports and imports of general merchandise. 

The port of Bolivar is the seaport of Machala, the capital of 
the Province del Oro (Province of Gold), and is situated on the 
east side of the entrance of the Guayaquil River, and marked 
on the Admiralty chart as the Boca de Jambeli. 


Imports or Pic-rron AND UnwrovuGut STEEL INTO THE UNITED 
KINGDOM FROM THE UNITED STATES. 


According to a return received by the Board of Trade from 
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the Secretary of H.M. Customs, the amount of pig-iron and un- 
wrought steel registered as imported into the United Kingdom 
from the United States of America during the month of 
January, 1899, was as follows :— 


Pig Iron. Unwrought Steel. 

Quantity. Value. | Quantity.| Value. 

1899. Tons. | & Tons. £ 
January 14,681 | 84,886 12,034 53,227 


Twelve months ended Dec, 31st, 1898| 76,356 | 180,614 | 29,374 | 158,689 
Twelve months ended Dec, 31st, 1897| 91,196 | 209,275 25,927 128,892 


TraDE OF THE UnitTeED KinGpom. 


The “ Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation 
of the United Kingdom” for the month of January, 1899, a 
further reference to which will be found on pp. 140-42 of the pre- 
sent issue of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal,’ have now been 
published. These returns, which are issued on the 7th or 8th 
of each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 53d.) per copy, either directly or through any book- 
seller, from Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W., or John 
Menzies & Co., 12, Hanover Street, Edinburgh, and 90, West 
Nile Street, Glasgow, or Hodges, Figgis & Co., Limited, 104, 
Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the “Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions,” for the year 1897 is now 
available. This publication, which contains much more detailed 
and exhaustive information than can be given in the monthly 
accounts, deals with the imports and exports of the United 
Kingdom from and to each foreign country, British possession, 
and British Protectorate, for each of the years 1893 to 1897 
inclusive, the imports and exports at the principal ports, tran- 
shipments, and bonded warehouse accounts. The annual state- 
ment may be purchased at a cost of 7s. 7d. at any of the 
addresses enumerated above. 
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IIl.—ALTERATIONS IN THE OFFICIAL IMPORT AND 
EXPORT LISTS. 


The following 8 gars orders have been issued by the Com- 
missioners of H.M. Customs :— 


Alterations in I wore and Export Lists and in the Official 
List of Countries. 


The Lords of the Treasury having approved of certain altera- 
tions in the import and export lists, and in the official list of 
countries issued in 1894 — 

The Board direct the proper officers in London and the col- 
lectors and other officers concerned at the outports to note at the 
proper places in the lists the particulars shown below, and to draw 
the attention of importers, exporters and agents to the new 
requirements, which are to take effect as from Ist January, 1899, 
in order that they may prepare their documents accordingly after 
that date. 

The headings in the export list under which ships built in the 
United Kingdom to orders from abroad are to be described are 
communicated in a separate general order, together with a public 
notice. 

IMPORT LIST. 


NEW HEADINGS. 


As AT PRESENT, 4 FUTURE CLASSIFICATION, 
Corn: BEANS— Locust BEANS, the fruit of the 
Locust beans have hitherto Carob tree, are not be in- 
been included under this cluded with corn, but to be 
heading. treated as a separate heading COwt. 
CLOCKS and parts thereof Value} CLOCKS, viz.— 
Complete... ove Number 
Parts thereof .. . Value 
(Two headings ‘instead of one.) 
FIsH— FisH— 
Shell fish, viz.: oysters ooo Cwt. Shell fish, viz. 


Oysters for food ope Owt. 
Oysters for breeding purposes Value 
(Two headings instead of one.) 
MATCHES ... Value | MATCHES, viz.— 


Safety matches... ove | “boxes, 
Gross 0: 
Other sorts hozes, 
(Two headings instead of one.) 
PETROLEUM --Gallon | PETROLEUM, viz.— 
Illuminating .-Gallon 
Lubricating .. .-Gallon 
(Two headings ‘instead of one.) 
SILK— 
Thrown, dyed or not dyed ... Lb. silk yarn .. ave 


(Two headings ‘instead of one.) 

WATCHES and parts thereof ... Value | WATCHES, viz.— 

Complete ae ove Number 

Parts thereof ... . Value 
(Two headings instead of one. ) 
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EXPORT LIST. 
New Heapines, 
AS AT PRESENT, FUTURE OLASSIFICATION, 
IRON, viz.— IRON, viz.— 
Wrought and manufactures Wrought and Manufactures 
thereof, unenumerated thereof, viz: 
Bedsteads ... 
Unenumerated ... 


(Bedsteads to be be separately rated.) 
LUCIFERS AND VESTA MATCHES. Value | MATCHES, viz— 


Safety matches ose 


boxes. 
(Two headings instead of one.) 
LIST OF COUNTRIES. 
To BE SHOWN SEPARATELY. 
Cuba. bs | Korea. | Porto Rico. 
To BE INCLUDED WITH JAPAN. 
Formosa. 


Specifications for ships built in the United Kingdom and not 
registered as British ships ; further instructions. 


With reference to General Order 66/1898, officers are informed 
‘that the Lords of the Treasury have approved of the following 
additions to the official export list with regard to ships built in 
the United Kingdom and not registered as British ships when 
they depart on their first voyage, viz. :— 

Ships and boats, viz. :— 

Steam ships, iron or steel, viz. :— 


Hull and fittings... om on Gross tonnage, net tonnage, value. 
Machinery ... ove Value, 

Steam ships, wood, viz. :— 
Hull and fittings ... ie ake Gross tonnage, net tonnage, value. 
Machinery ... Value. 


0) eee one 
All copies of the export list are to be noted accordingly. A 
special form of specification (Sale Form No. 5), according to 
specimen printed below, has been prepared for use in the case ot 
such vessels. 

The board further direct that such specifications be required 
prior to the departure of the vessels to which they relate, instead 
of within six days of their departure, as directed by the notice 
issued with General Order 66/1898 (see “ Board of Trade Journal” 
for November, 1898, p. 508). 

The collectors and other officers at the outports, and the 
inspectors in London, are directed to take measures to keep 
themselves informed as to any vessels which may be in course of 
construction at shipbuilding yards within the limits of their ports, 
and will be responsible for ensuring that specifications are 
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delivered for vessels of any description departing on their first 
voyage, unless such vessels are registered as British ships. — 

Special attention is drawn to the necessity for specifications 
being delivered with regard to ships of war, as well as other 
vessels. 


Specification for a new Unregistered Ship built in the United 
Kingdom, for whatever purpose intended, when departing on her 
jirst foreign voyage. 

- Date of final Clearance, or Departure, of the Ship......... 


The Specification for a New Unregistered Ship built for 
Foreign or Colonial owners must be delivered to the proper 
Officers of Customs before the departure of the ship. It does not 
affect the ordinary Specifications which are required in respec 
of any Merchandise exported therein. , 


Description and particulars 
of the ship, in accordance with Gross 
the requirements of the Official | tonnage.| tonnage. 

Export List. 


Final destination. 
Net | Value. 
Under what flag ? 


Steam ships, iron or steel :— 
Hull and fittings . 
Machinery 

Steam ships, wood :— 

Hull and fittings 
Machinery 
Sailing ships, iron or steel ... 
Wood... ace 


” 


I — that the particulars set forth above are correctly 
stated. 


Officer of Customs. 


Builder or Owner. 
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TIl.—FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM* 


The trade returns for the month of January last show an 
increase as compared with the corresponding month of 1898 in 
the value of the imports from foreign countries and British 
possessions, in the exports of British and Irish produce and 
manufactures, and also of foreign and colonial merchandise. 

The imports for January, 1899, were valued at 41,216,606/., 
an increase of 1,287,315/. as compared with January, 1898, or 
3°2 per cent., and the exports amounted in value to 25,467,494/., 
as against 23,914,065/. in 1898, of which British and Irish 
produce and manufactures alone amounted to 20,347,234/., an 
increase of 1,115,830/., or 5°8 per cent. The latter increase, 
however, it should be observed, includes the value of new ships 
—viz., 545,190/., this being the first month for which these ex- 
ports are shown. Foreign and colonial merchandise exported 
amounted in value to 5,120,260/., an increase of 437,599/., or 
9°3 per cent. as compared with January, 1898. 

Imports.—The following table shows the value of the imports 
for January, 1899, as compared with January, 1898, according 
to the different categories of merchandise :— 


Month ended Jan. 31. 
—_—— Increase. | Decrease. 
1898. 1899. 


£ £ £ £ 
Food, drini, and tobacco ... _«../16,800,477 |16,958,555 | 158,078 


Metals... ... ave_:1,778,697 | 2,142,330 | 363,633 
Chemicals, dye stuffs and tanning 

substances ... ss eee 511,242 476,799 34,443 
«| 711,062 671,354 39,708 


Baw materials for manufactures ....|11,878,990 |12,746,895 | 867,905 
Manufactured and miscellaneous 
articles 8,248,823 | 8,220,673 28,150 


Total... ... £/39,929,291 |41,216,606 | 1,287,315 


_ With regard to the imports of articles of food, &., wheat 
shows an increase in quantity of 460,060 cwts., but a decrease in 
the value of 187,804/.; wheatmeal and flour also an increase in 
quantity of 237,623 cwts., with a decreased value of 18,151/. ; 
but barley has increased in quantity by 452,720 cwts., and in 
value by 155,153/.; oats, 372,100 cwts., and 116,594/.; peas, 
94,792 cwts., and 43,312/.; Indian corn and maize, 658,358 
ewts., and 300,015/.; Indian corn meal, 48,600 cwts., and 
14,9971.; and other kinds of corn and meal, 95,583 cwts., and 
26,3597. On the other hand, beans and oatmeal have both 
fallen-off in quantities and values. Among other articles of 
food and drink, the imports of bacon, beef, Sag meat unenu- 


* See also page 239, 


| 
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merated, salted or fresh, fresh mutton, pork, butter and mar- 
garine, cheese, eggs, fresh fish, fruit, onions, rice, sugar (refined 
and candy), and molasses all show increased quantities and 
values, while the most notable decreases are found in the case 
of fish, cured or salted, hops, potatoes, pepper, and unrefined 
sugar, the imports of which are valued respectively at 96,906/., 
55,2471., 129,901/., 45,075/., and 321,254. less than in January, 
1898. Cocoa has decreased in quantity by 4,620,536 lbs., and 
in value by 95,256/., and tea also shows a falling-off to the ex- 
tent of 5,620,783 lbs. in quantity, and 263,836/. in value. Brandy 
and rum have fallen off, and wine, though showing an increased 
quantity of 7,830 gallons, has decreased in value by 41,369/. 

In the imports of metals, copper, iron, zinc, and lead have all 
increased, in the case of the latter to the extent of 7,733 tons 
in quantity and 111,804/. in value; quicksilver shows a falling- 
off of 37,226/., pyrites of iron or copper 8,307/., and silver ore 
5,956l. Tin, though decreased in quantity, has increased in 
value to the extent of 1,609/. In the class of raw materials, 
cotton has increased by 1,837,284/., hemp by 66,618/., silk by 
27,6741., and goat’s wool by 56,245/.; but flax has diminished 
by 16,633/., jute by 343,054/., and sheep or lamb’s wool by 
277,454. 

Caoutchouc, hides, manures, and paper-making materials 
have all fallen off, but bristles and wood and timber have in- 
creased .in quantity and value. Among manufactured articles, 
cotton, iron, and steel and silk manufactures have all increased 
in value, but woollen manufactures have fallen off to the ex- 
tent of 87,512. 


Ezxports——aAs regards the exports of British and Irish pro- 
duce and manufactures for the month, the following table shows 
the values for January, 1899, and the increase or decrease of 
each principal category :— 


Month ended Jan. 31. 


Increase. | Decrease. 
1898. 1899. 
£ £ £ 
Animals, living 83,727 69,343 14,384 


Articles of food and drink ... ..| 824,154 | 847,117 22,963 oo 
Raw materials... 1,547,380 | 1,806,705 | 259,325 
Articles manufactured and partly 
manufactured, viz. :— 
Yarns and textile,fabrics .--| 8,587,358 | 8,549,457 — 37,901 
Metals and articles manufac- 
tured therefrom (except ma- 


chinery and ships) ... .| 2,772,591 | 2,738,640 a $3,951 
Machinery and millwork «| 1,071,781 | 1,428,277 | 356,496 — 
Ships, new (not registered as 

British) 545,190 | 545,190 


Miscellaneous ... ... 4,844,418 | 4,862,505 | 18092; — 


Total £/19,231,404 |20,347,284 | 1,115,880; — 


| 
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Amongst articles of food, there is an increase in the values 
of beer and ale, cheese, biscuit and bread, hops, pickles and 
spirits, British and Irish, all other articles showing a falling-off. 
In the class of raw materials, coal, coke and fuel show an in- 
crease in quantity of 122,534 tons, and in value of 206,428/., 
while the increase of coal shipped for steamers’ use amounts 
to 121,245 tons; and sheep and lamb’s wool, though it shows a 
falling-off of 216,000 lbs., has increased in value to the extent 
of 2,2447. Amongst yarns and textile fabrics, cotton, woollen, 
worsted, and alpaca and mohair yarns have all fallen off in 
quantity and value (in the case of cotton yarn to the extent of 
3,383,000 lbs and 161,357/.); jute and silk yarns show an in- 
crease both in quantity and value, but linen yarn, though show- 
ing an increased quantity, has fallen off in value. In the case 
of piece-goods, cottons show an increase in quantity of nearly 
3? million yards, and in value of 69,889/., and jute piece-goods 
show an increase of over 43 million yards in quantity and 
36,4317. in value. Silk and woollen tissues have decreased, but 
worsted tissues have increased. 

Machinery has increased by 356,496/., due principally to the 
large shipments of locomotives and textile machinery, and tele- 

phic wires and apparatus show an ae value of 
273,5371. Copper, unwrought and wrought, increased by 
54,851/., but iron, unwrought and wrought, fell off by 371,8291. 
Tonnage of Vessels entered and with cargoes. 

The tonnage of vessels entered at ports in the United 
Kingdom from foreign countries and British possessions 
during January, 1899, amounted to 2,797,205 tons, and the 
tonnage cleared to 3,305,107, as compared with 2,743,615 tons 
entered and 3,150,075 tons cleared in January, 1898. As re- 
gards the coasting trade, the tonnage entered during January 
last was 2,493,381 tons and the tonnage cleared 2,504,828 tons, 
as against 2,662,036 tons and 2,606,972 tons respectively in’ 
January, 1898. 
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IV.—TRADE AND SHIPPING OF ARABIA AND 
THE PERSIAN GULF. 
(With Map.) 

Those portions of Arabia which border on the coast, and are 
the only districts of the peninsula which need be considered 
from a commercial, or trader's point of view, are under the 
governments of Turkey, Great Britain and the Sultan of Oman. 
Turkey owns the provinces of El Hejaz and El Yemen on the 
west, and El Hassa on the north-east coast. Great Britain possesses 
the territory of Aden, and exercises a protectorate over the greater 
part of the southern coast,* and the Sultan of Oman ¢ askat) 
governs a strip of the south-eastern coast, extending from the 
neighbourhood of the Kuria Muria Islands to. a point in the 
Persian Gulf in the vicinity of the island of Bahrain. 

The chief ports for trade and shipping are Moilah, Haura, 
Yembo (for Medina), Jeddah (for Mecca), Leyt, Laheia, Hodeidah 
and Mocha, all on the Red Sea; Aden, on the Indian Ocean; Maskat 
(or Muscat) and Sohar, on the Gulf of Oman; and Bahrain 
(British), El Khalif and Koweit, the ‘two latter places, with some 
minor trading ports, being known collectively as the Arab ports 
of the Persian Gulf. 

In the following article it is proposed to deal with the trade and 
shipping of— 

1, The Red Sea ports. © 

2. Aden. 

3. Maskat. 

4, The Persian Gulf ports. 

1. The Red Sea ports——The only two ports on the Red Sea for 
which trustworthy statistics are obtainable are Jeddah and 
Hodeidah, and the following table shows the value of the imports 
and exports at those places for the years 1895, 1896, and 1897, the 
latest years for which returns are to hand. The figures are taken 
from reports by H.M. Consular Officers at the two ports :— 


Imports. Exports. 
Ports, 
1895. | 1896. 1897. || 1895. | 1896. | 1897. 
& £ & 
Jeddah... ove .--| 656,000 | 693,000 | 645,000 || 54,000 | 23,000 | 19,000 
Hodeidah ... see eee| 653,000 | 789,000 | 705,000 || 757,000 | 796,000 | 713,000 


*By treaties concluded in 1888, and since, the Fadthli, Aulaki, Wahidi, 
the Jamadar of Shihr and Mokallah, and other tribes along the southern coast of 
Arabia between the territory of Aden and the south-western boundaries of the 
Sultan of Maskat’s dominions, placed themselves under the protection of the 
British Government. 

+ The Kuria Muria Islands were ceded to Great Britain by the Sultan of Maskat 
in 1854, and Bahrain came under British protection in 1867. 
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With regard to the imports into Jeddah, the country which 
supplies the most merchandise is British India, the total imports 
thence having been valued at 332,000/., 315,000/., and 268,000/., 
out of a total trade of 656,000/., 693,0001., and 645,000l. for the 
three years respectively, Rice from India, wheat-flour from India, 
Egypt and Persia, sugar from Marseilles and Trieste, and manu- 
factured goods from India and Great Britain, are the staple articles 
of import. The trade in manufactured goods is increasing, 
especially in articles from Great Britain, as seen in the 
following table, which gives the value of manufactured goods 
imported into Jeddah in the years 1892-96, distinguishing India, 
Great Britain, and other countries :— 


From From Great | From other 
Year. India. Britain, | Countries, | Tt! 
£ £ 
1892 ... 69,000 21,000 16,000 106,000 
1898 ... be = oak 70,000 44,000 18,000 132,000 
1894... 88,000 70,000 23,000 181,000 
1895 ... ne sak See 60,000 75,000 22,000 157,000 
1896 ... 60,000 79,000 20,000 159,000 


The above table shows a very satisfactory state of British 
imports ; direct trade with Manchester is increasing : madapolam 
long-cloth, muslin, and calico are the chief articles; prints and 
chintz are imported in less quantity from England direct, as, 
though made in Manchester, they are received vid Syria. 

Manufactured goods in 1897, show a fall of 35,7401. in value on 
the amount for 1896; the total is also below the average of the 
preceding five years by 13,5001. The loss is shared equally by the 
three exporting countries, England, India and Syria, and must be 
ascribed to the general depression of trade while plentiful stocks 
were on hand. 

With regard to the exports, the staple articles are sheep and 
goat skins, mother-of-pearl shell, and gum arabic. The higher 
value of the exports in 1895 is due to the fact that Jeddah was 
credited with having furnished 30,000/. worth of ghee (clarified 
butter) to the neighbouring districts, but during 1896 this article 
was, as usual, confined almost entirely within the province. 
Previous to 1886, mother-of-pearl was exported to the value of 
42,0001., but on the imposition of export duties this fell off at once 
by 27,000/., and the value of the exports of this article was only 
6,3501. in 1896 and 5,7501. in 1897. Hodeidah, which is the 
natural outlet of trade for the fertile province of the Yemen, 
imports chiefly piece-goods from India, Great Britain, and 
America, petroleum from America, rice, flour, sugar, spices, 
dates, &c., from India and elsewhere, and timber from India and 
Singapore. The staple exports are coffee (534,000/. in 1897, 
592,212. in 1896, 607,720/. in 1895) and skins and hides (about 
50,0001. annually). 
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With regard to the shipping of the two chief Red Sea ports, the 
following table shows the tonnage of vessels entered and cleared 
at Jeddah and Hodeidah in the years 1895, 1896, and 1897, dis- 
tinguishing those under the British flag :— 


Vessels Entered and Cleared at Jeddah and Hodeidah. 


1895. 1896. 1897. 


At 
British. | Others.*| Total. || British. | Others.*) Total. || British. Others.* Total. 


Tons. | Tons. Tons. | Tons. | Tons. Tons. | Tons, | Tons. 
Jeddah _...| 156,654 | 191,077 | 347,731 || 199,916 | 186,457 | 386,373 || 136,136 | 176,853 | 312,989 
Hodeidah ...) 51,337 | 35,214 | 86,551 58,720 | 42,975 | 101,695 24,234 23,824 | 47,558 


The British Vice-Consul at Hodeidah, in his report for 1897, 
says that British piece-goods in large quantities are brought to 
that port by Indian merchants, and form one of the most profitable 
items of import; but still every year about 4,000 to 6,000 bales of 
domestics come to Hodeidah from America through British Indians 
and one important firm of Greek merchants, and are sent to 
Baih-el-Faki and Zabid (two towns in the interior), where they 
are dyed and sold to the Bedouins and Arabs there. It is not 
because the cotton fabrics from America are superior in quality 
to the British stuffs, but the Arabs say that although the 
Manchester goods are cheap, they are not of much use for their 
purpose ; because the dye remains longer in the American cottons 
than in those from Manchester. 

With regard to this dyed fabric, it is observed before the dyeing 
process takes place, that the American sheeting is not of good 
texture, so if British merchants try to manufacture this article for 
export to the Yemen and the Hejaz, either like that from America 
or of alittle superior quality, it will possibly be to their advantage. 

These dyed goods generally are of three qualities, which vary 
in price according to the washing process through which they pass. 

The following is an outline of the dyeing process which the Arabs 
employ :—About 12 lbs. of colouring matter, which looks like indigo, 
4 lb. of tamarind, } lb. of colchicum, and 3 Ibs. of crude fuller’s 
earth are put in a large earthenware vessel in water. After the 
colouring matter is thoroughly mixed with water, on the surface 
of which remains a thicker layer of the dye than in the water 
below, pieces of American sheeting, each about 5 yards in length, 
are dipped in the mixture, allowed to remain for about five or six 
minutes, and then taken out and dried. This process is repeated 
five or six times. Then the pieces are placed in another jar con- 
taining gum arabic for 10 minutes. These pieces, after being 
dried, are sold for 14 Maria Theresa dol. each.t After the first lot 
is taken out of the vessel which contains the colouring matter the 
second supply is immersed, and they will undergo the same process, 


* Largely composed of Turkish (principally sailing), Dutch and Norwegian vessels. 
+ At present at Hodeidah, 11. sterling is equivalent to 12 Maria Theresa dols. and 
over. About six years ago 1/, sterling was worth 74 Maria Theresa dols, 
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but not so many times as the first lot, and are put on the market 
as of second quality, the price of each piece being 15 piastres 
(about 1 Maria Theresa dol.). Third quality goods are those which 
are washed in the same prepared dye from which the first and the 


second lots have been taken out. 


In looking at the prices of the three qualities as regards colour, 
at first no very appreciable difference is seen, but it is said that 
the colour is retained in the pieces of the first quality longer than 


in the second. 


--A piece of American stuff, price 3 Maria Theresa dol., contains 


four Arab dyed pieces. 


Owing to the facility of shipping from the United Kingdom 
(goods come to Hodeidah every week by every steamer which 
comes from Suez and Aden, which are the two ports connecting 
the outside world with Arabia) if British piece-goods manufacturers 
send to the market fabrics similar to those from America, there 
will be a large sale in the Yemen. 
at Hodeidah only through the medium of three or four steamers 
which generally touch every year on account of the petroleum 


trade. 


In an outlandish place like Hodeidah, the habits of the people 
do not much resemble those of places constantly in touch with the 
civilised world, and their pulse, as regards price and kind, can best 


American piece-goods arrive 


be tested by sending out commercial travellers. 


Aden.—The following table showing the value of the trade of 
Aden in the years 1895-96, 1896-97, and 1897-98, distinguishing 
imports and exports by sea and by land, and the trade in treasure, 
is taken from the reports on the trade and navigation returns of 


Aden for the years given :— 


[Feb. 1899. 


» 
1895-96. 1896-97, 1897-98. 

Imports— Rs. Bs. Rs. 
ysea ... 3,93,40,123 4,10,30,908 3,66,69,981 
By land ... 39,39,890 30,27,706 33,10,478 
Treasure ... 74,48,355 82,16,276 44,08,407 
Total Imports 5,07,28,368 5,22,74,890 4,43,88,866 

ysea 3,41,49,200 3,26,03,265 3,13,44,435 
By land ... ‘ oe 18,75,478 20,84,123 12,72,430 
Treasure ... i ae 79,22,257 68,57,560 48,78,196 
Total Exports 4,39,46,935 4,15,44,948 3,74,95,061 
Total Trade 9,£6,75 303 9,38,19,838 8,18,83,927 


The trade of Aden is generally divided into three divisions, 
viz.: 1, Indian, or the imports and exports from and to Indian 
ports. 2. Foreign, 7.e., the trade with ports other than Indian, 
and 3. Inland, #.e., with other parts of the Arabian peninsula. 


| 
| 
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The total trade of Aden with India during the year 1897-98 
increased by Rs. 11,04,593, or 7°89 per cent.; merchandise by 
Rs. 10,438,225, or 8°69 per cent.; and treasure by Rs. 61,368, or 
3°09 per cent. 

Taking imports and exports separately, merchandise imported 
increased by Rs. 9,77,245, or 8°99 per cent., but treasure decreased 
by Rs. 1,98,735, or 30°60 per cent.; or, taking both together, 
there was an increase of Rs. 7,78,510, or 6°64 per cent. In like 
manner merchandise exported increased by Rs. 65,980, or 5°89 
per cent., and treasure increased also by Rs. 2,60,103, or 22°76 
per cent.; or, taking merchandise and treasure together, there 
was an increase of Rs. 3,26,083, or 14°41 per cent. 

The other principal countries from which Aden takes her imports, 
in the order of their importance, are Arabia, East African Coast 
(Suakin, Massowah, Somaliland, Zanzibar, &c.), United Kingdom, 
Austria, and United States of America, and the chief destinations 
for Aden’s exports are the ports of the East Coast of Africa, 
Arabia, United States, France and the United Kingdom. With 
regard to the inland trade, the number of camel-loads of produce 
brought into Aden from the mainland of Arabia in 1897-98 was 
183,434, as compared with 171,834 in 1896-97 and 175,746 in 
1895-96. The merchandise so imported consists chiefly of coffee, 
fresh fruits and vegetables, fodder, grains, and wood and charcoal. 

In addition to the above produce, cattle, camels, sheep and goats 
and miscellaneous produce are imported, the total value for 
1897-98 having been Rs. 33,76,398, as against Rs. 30,88,452 in 
1896-97. The exports from Aden to the mainland in 1897-98 
were valued at Rs. 14,56,784 as compared with Rs. 23,50,584 in 
1896-97, a decrease of Rs. 8,93,800, or 61°31 per cent., which is 
stated to be due to scarcity of rainfall in the interior and conse- 
quent general depression in trade, as well as to the heavy fall in the 
price of the dollar. The decrease is observed in animals (living), 
coffee, cotton twist, cotton piece-goods, drugs, grains, gums, &c. 

With regard to the shipping of this port, the following table 
shows the total tonnage of vessels entered and cleared at Aden in 
the years 1895-96, 1896-97, and 1897-98, distinguishing British, 
British-Indian, and foreign vessels :— 


Years, British. British-Indian.| Foreign. Total. 

Tons. . Tons. Tons. Tons. 
1895-96... » 2,790,866 177,174 1,895,732 4,863,772 
1896-97 ... «| 2,882,594 147,666 1,800,443 4,830,708 
1897-98... «| 2,356,388 117,570 1,773,424 4,247,382 


Maskat.—-Situated some two hundred miles from the entrance to 
the Persian Gulf, and distant about 130 miles from the opposite 
coast at Jashk, boasting the best harbour for hundreds of miles, 
and a large and flourishing trade, lies Maskat, or Muscat, the 
“ Key of the Gulf.” 

The trade of this place is very considerable, both imports and 
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exports being large. This is due mainly to its being the entrepét for 
a large extent of country, and many dhows are engaged solely in 
transhipping cargo to the less-frequented ports where steamers 
never call. Besides the large number of steamers that call at Maskat, 
a fine fleet of old British sailing vessels is owned by the native 
merchants, and employed in trading to India, Singapore, and 
Java. Many of these vessels were amongst the most noted 
clippers of their day, and are now putting the remainder of their 
time in under Arab masters. It is interesting to note that when 
it became too costly to run these vessels under the British flag, 
the present owners bought them for a mere song, and although 
they only make one round voyage yearly, they have succeeded in 
making considerable fortunes by their aid. 

The trade of Maskat is chiefly with India, very little direct 
trade with England being carried on. The principal exports are 
dates, fruit, fish, cotton, and salt, and the imports, rice, sugar, 
piece-goods, coffee, silk, petroleum, and arms. ‘The sea round 
Maskat swarms with fish, and there is a regular trade carried on in 
sharkfins, which are dried, and then exported to China. By far 
the largest export trade is, however, in dates. Of these, the finest 
are carefully packed and sent to the American market, which seems 
to have a monopoly of them, whereas the poorer quality are ex- 
ported chiefly to India. These dates are not grown near Maskat, 
but are brought from the interior by camel, and a great number also 
are grown on the Batinah coast. 

There is British Consul and Political Agent stationed at 
Maskat, also an American Consul, and a French Consul. The 
town is not now in telegraphic communication with any point. 
This is to be regretted, as it is an important place. 

The following tables, taken from the Administration Report on 
the Persian Gulf Political Residency and the Maskat Political 
Agency for the year 1896-97, show the value of the imports into 
and exports from the port of Maskat for the years 1894-95, 
1895-96, and 1896-97, distinguishing countries of origin and 
destination 


A.—Imports into the Port of Maskat. 


From 1894-95. 1895-96. 1896-97. 

Dollars. Dollars. Dollars. 

United Kingdom ... oe 160,000 800,000 
India 1,636,700 1,681,400 1,640,000 
America 26,000 25,000 29,000 
Asiatic Turkey 110,000 115,000 67,500 
Persia 201,500 217,700 243,000 
Other Countries... 105,400 89,660 50,000 
Total ... «-Dollars} 2,079,600 2,288,760 2,879,500 
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5 B.—Ezports from the Port of Maskat. 

To 1894-95, 1895-96. 1896-97. 
Dollars. Dollars. Dollars, 
India... 1,152,600 907,700 1,225,800 
America... 100,000 105,000 110,000 
Asiatic Turkey 120,000 119,500 135,000 
Persia 65,400 30,800 116,000 
Zanzibar and East Africa... 109,000 157,500 161,500 
- Other Countries... ohb 81,580 98,950 61,000 
Total Dollars 1,628,580 1,419,450 1,909,300 


The currency in Maskat is the Maria Theresa dollar, (see also 
note on p. 145). : 

The increase in the value of the imports seen in the above table 
is chiefly due to the largely-increased consignment of arms, am- 
munition, &c., of which none were received in 1894-95, 160,000 . 
dollars’ worth in 1895-96, and 800,000 dollars’ worth in 1896-97 ; 
and it is stated that of the arms imported in 1896-97, at least 
three-fourths were for other countries, which have not proper 
facilities for importing arms direct. In fact, owing to its situa- 
tion, Maskat serves as the port of entry for certain goods, arms in 
particular, which are destined for the Arab coast and other ports 
of the Persian Gulf. 

It was, however, stated in the Maskat Report for 1895-96 that 
the returns of trade at that port cannot be considered strictly 
accurate, as the figures given are those obtained from the Customs 
farmer, and these are impossible of accurate verification. It may be 
also noted that chief among the articles of export showing a decrease 
in recent years are pearls, due to the fact that steamers callin 
regularly at Bahrain take, the pearls from there instead of from 
Maskat. Since Bahrain has become the centre of the Gulf pearl- 
trade, Maskat trade in this article may be said to have practically 
died out. 

With regard to shipping, the following table shows the number 
and tonnage of vessels entered and cleared at Maskat in the years 
1894-95, 1895-96, and 1896-97, distinguishing British and French 
vessels :— 


1894-95. 1895-96. 1896-97. 
Flag. 
No. Tons. No. Tons. No. Tons. 
British ae | 382] 274,800 395 | 323,300 429 | 333,900 
French 40 4,800 62 19,400 88 62,560 
Other 331 | 65,610 284 45,960 299 49,200 
Total ...|. 753 | 345,210 741 | 388,660 816 445,660 
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By Article 6 of the Treaty of Commierce between Great Britain 
and Maskat, concluded-in the-year 1891; the Sultan of Maskat may 
levy a duty of entry not exceeding 5 per cent. on the value of all 
goods and merchandise of whatever destription, imported by sea 
from foreign countries into his dominions, except when landed to 
be transhipped to another foreign port within six months; and by 
Article 7 of the same Treaty, no article whatever shall be prohibited. 
from being imported into, or exported from the territories of the 
Sultan of Muscat, and no export duties are to be levied on goods 
exported from those territories except with the consent of the 
British Government. 

Persian Gulf Ports——The trade of the Persian Gulf is, of 
course, principally confined to the ports on the Persian coast, a 
full account of which (with map) appeared in the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” for March 1897. There is, however, a certain 
amount of trade carried on with the places on the Arab side of the 
Gulf—known as the Arab ports—and including the British. 
protectorate. of Bahrain, headquarters of the pearl fisheries, and 
there is also a considerable local trade in dhows and smaller 
craft along the Pirate coast of Oman, the goods carried having 
been mostly in the first case landed at Maskat. 
_ Aecording to a report received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Consul-General at Bushire, the old established shipping companies, 
viz.,the British India, the Bombay and Persia, andthe Anglo-Arabian 
and Persian Gulf, had the field to themselves in the Persian Gulf 
throughout the year 1897, and with the exception of a short 
interruption in the service of the first mentioned, consequent on a 
strike amongst its officers on the Eastern run, all three services 
worked very regularly. 

The new German firm which trades under the name of Deutsch- 
Persische Handels-Gesellschaft, continued its operations at Bushire 
throughout the year, besides starting agencies at Shiraz, in the 
interior, and in one or two of the lesser ports in the Persian Gulf. 

Many merchants and manufacturers in Germany and Belgium 
have commenced soliciting orders from the Persian traders, and 
their eagerness to afford facilities will probably sooner or later 
open up fresh lines of commerce, though, for the year 1897, the 
competition thus offered was not seriously felt by the old-established 
firms. 
~ “fhe mission of Dr. Hauck, formerly of the German legation 
at Tehran, as Consul in Bushire, to initiate a German Vice-Con- 
sulate at Bushire, is significant of the endeavours which Germany 
has lately begun to make all over the world to expand her trade. 
Special attention should be directed to this matter, as it is certain 
to affect British trade ere long, and efforts should be made to main- 
tain our present supremacy. 

‘The total value of the imports into Bushire in 1897 was 
1,145,3291.of which sum-7738,8831., represents the value of goods 
imported from the United Kingdom and 208,503/. from India. 
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* The next country in importance was France, which, however, only 
sent 56,1991. worth of goods. 

The value of the total exports from Bushire in 1897 was 
392,5321., of which China (always Bushire’s best customer) took 
161,4601., United Kingdom 96,8551. and India 75,7981. 

Three hundred and sixty-seven vessels, of a total tonnage of 
113,857 tons, entered at Bushire in the year 1897, of which 108 
vessels, of an aggregate tonnage of 99,914 tons, were British. 

The following table shows the trade of the ports of the Persian 
Gulf, and is in continuation of that published in the “ Board of 

‘Trade Journal” for March, 1898 :— 


Table showing the Imports into and Exports from the Ports of the 
Persian Gulf in the years 1895, 1896, and 1897. 


Imports, Exports. 
Ports. 
1895. | 1896. 1897, 1895. 1896. 1897. 
Bunder-Abbas— 


India... «| 419,553) 303,138 283,778 || 232,509} 122,760 119,166 
United Kingdom 15,773 | 38,115) 64,517 4,167 2,371 1,493 


Other countries ...| 42,928| 22,523) 83,267 || 88,244] 55,016] 110,122 
Total ...| 478,254 | 363,776 | 381,562 || 324,920] 180,147| 230,781 

Lingah— 
India ... .. 225,271] 156, 287,502 || 260,089 | 272,041 | 266,894 
United Kingdom 888 212 584 2,667 2,365 3,056 


“Other countries*... | 361,054 | 268,365 | 294,386 || 248,594 | 223,959] 278,514 
Total ...| 587,218| 425,021| 582,472 || 511,350| 498,365| 548,464 


Bushire— 
248,007 | 229,596 | 208,503 68,844 | 76,466) 75,798 
United Kingdom | 679,723 | 394,097 | 773,883 || 156,794] 106,707| 96,855 
Other countries . 89,197] 164,606 | 162,943 || 303,189] 257,138 | 219,879 
Total... {1,016,927 | 788,299 |1,145,329 || 528,827} 440,311} 392,532 
Mohammerah— 
85,316 | 133,020| 63,607 20,178 | 20,257) 13,884 
United Kingdom 13,796 5.153 | 29,616 14,758 | 21,608 19,443 
Other countries ... 11,519 5,733 | 28,184 966| 25,043 8,281 
Total ...| 110,631 | 143,806] 121,407 35,902 | . 66,908 | 87,473 
Total of above Ports— 
India 978,147 | 822,198 | 848,390 || 581,620| 491,524) 475,742 


United Kingdom. .| 710, 180 | 437,577 | 868,600 } 178,386 | 133,051 | 120,847 
Other countries ... 504, 698 | 461,227 | 518,780 || 640,998 | 561,156 | 616,796 


Total  ...|2,193,025 |1,721,002 |2,230,770 ||1,400,999 |1,185,731 |1,213,385 
Total trade of Bah- 
rain and ports on 
Arab Coast of the 
Gat 


690,898 | 840,316 | 854,707 || 876,848 11,123,065 | 985,420 


Total, Persian Gulf... |2,883,923 |2,561,318 [3,085,477 ||2,277,342 |2,308,796 |2,198,805 


* Principally to and from the Arab Coast of the Gulf, 
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The shipping of the Persian Gulf ports, viz., Bunder-Abbas, 
Lingah, Bushire, Mohammerah, Bahrain, and the ports of the Arab 
coast is very largely in the hands of British ship owners, as seen 
in the following table, which shows the tonnage of vessels entered 
and cleared at all the above-named places, distinguishing British 
vessels, in the years 1895, 1896 and 1897 :— 


Year, British. Others. Total, 

Tons. Tons. Tons. 
1895 ... 1,081,564 224,624 1,306,188 
1896 ... 994,341 234,538 1,228,879 
1897 ... 813,804 166,570 980,374 


From the above table it will be seen that the share of British 
shipping in the Persian Gulf was nearly 83 per cent. in 18985, 
81 per cent. in 1896, and over 83 per cent. in 1897. 

With reference to the trade of El*Nejd and other parts of 
Central Arabia, there are very few data on which to make calcu- 
lations as to its nature or extent. The Report of H.M. Consul 
at Jeddah, for the year 1896, stated that Mecca, just as at the time 
of the birth of the prophet of Islam and earlier, continues to be 


‘a chief distributing centre for Central Arabia, although within 


the last five or six years a considerable share of this trade has 
been absorbed at Yembo, the natural port for Medina and Nejd, 
and now visited by Egyptian, British, Turkish and Austrian 
steamers. Nejd, of course, has free communication with Katif 
and Maskat, and Basrah and Baghdad, and perhaps makes use of 
the port of Koweit for her trade, but it would be interesting to 
ascertain what proportion of her imports pass through Mecca, and 
whether this department of trade could not be developed, so as 
to be a further mainstay of Jeddah commerce. Some years ago, 
a special Austrian mission were allowed to procure a dozen or so of 
the famous Nejd horses, but the Ottoman Government prohibits 
the export of animals in a general way. 
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V.—INDUSTRIAL SYNDICATES IN RUSSIA. 


The Austro-Hungarian Consul-General at St. Petersbur 
reports to his Government that of all the Russian industria 
syndicates that of the sugar manufacturers is the best known 
and the most popular. It was founded at Kiew on the 28th of 
April, 1887, and was re-established in 1895. The object of this 
society, to which 210 of the 227 Russian sugar factories belong, 
is the regulation of the sugar industry by fring the obligatory 
exportation of a certain quantity of sugar which cannot be con- 
sumed in Russia. For this purpose the syndicate fixes for each 
factory a normal limit of production for home consumption, 
and all sugar in excess of this must be exported. In fixing this 
limit, the demands of the home market and the product of 
factories not belonging to the syndicate have to be carefully 
taken into consideration. Another aim of the syndicate is to 
raise the prices, which fell in consequence of the over- 
production of the year 1895; and another is to gain more trust- 
worthy accounts of the condition of the provincial markets. 
The syndicate was obliged to dissolve in 1895, because differ- 
ences of opinion among certain of the members prevented the 
necessary renewal of the agreement. But on the 20th of Novem- 
ber, 1895, it was re-established, in closer connection with the 
Government, and on a firmer basis. 

A second Russian industrial syndicate was that of the Russian 
naphtha merchants. As long ago as 1880, the need which this 
group of merchants felt for common and protective action led 
to the creation of two monopolies by the firms of two leading 
manufacturers. As, however, these two were unable to arrive 
at a common understanding, it was determined to create a single 
syndicate for the protection of the naphtha industry, and 
to combine with the American Standard Oil Company. This 
failed also, and the Russian naphtha merchants, in order to 
oppose the American companies, determined to form a union of 
their own in 1895. Those who joined it pledged themselves to 
export petroleum to the foreign market until the year 1899, 
and, in case of failure to do so, to be liable to the penalty of a 
fine. But when the time came, in May, 1898, for the renewal 
of the engagement, it fell through, and the syndicate ceased to 
exist, although it has not been without influence on the home 
petroleum trade. 

The oldest organised agreement in Russia does not belong 
to industry, but to a branch of insurance: this is the syndi- 
cate of the Russian Fire Insurance Companies. This began 
in 1877, although its regular activity does not date further 
back than 1882. The object of it was to prevent ruinous com- 
petition between the different insurance companies, some of 

_ which had excessively low premiums. Later on, there was a 
tendency to enlarge the scope of the agreement, and it is 
thought that the insurance business in Russia was ultimately 
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injured by it. This syndicate still exists, having adapted itself 
more closely to the needs of the public. 

There have been agreements among the hardware manu- 
facturers of Russia for ten years past. Their object has pri- 
marily been to regulate the price of rails and other railway 
material, and to adapt the product of the separate manufac- 
tories to their actual output of these articles. g 

In the year 1886 there was founded, on a German model, a 
Convention of nail manufacturers, to which five factories be- 
longed. There were also agreements between paper, cement, 
spirit, and other factories. Various Moscow firms united to 
keep prices of their products steady. 

' The following particulars have been made public with regard 
to a syndicate which formerly existed in the Government of 
Poland :— 

On the 25th of January, 1890, a union was entered into by 
14 brickmaking firms in Warsaw. According to the wording 
of the contract, the object of the union was to encourage a 
unity of action among the possessors of brick-kilns,- while it 
was expressly stated that the kilns belonging to those who 
joined the syndicate: would in no case become the property of 
the syndicate itself. On the other hand, the syndicate pos- 
sessed the exclusive right of selling the produce of the members, 
none of whom were permitted, openly or secretly, to distribute 
this produce. Each member of the syndicate, moreover, was 
subjected to-its authority in the matter of the quality and form 
of the goods which it produced, as well as of the amount of its 
output. But after giving the scheme a single year’s trial, the 
syndicate broke up, it being proved impossible to make the 
members agree to keep the rules. 

There was also an attempt made in Poland to create a union 
of manufacturers of household furniture, which should settle 
the question of prices. 

The most important syndicate in Russian Poland must be con- 
sidered to be the Union among the colliery proprietors, which has 
now lasted for many years. Within the last business year this 
body succeeded in regulating the product in such a way that a 
rise in the price of coal was inevitable. The production was 
decreased by 25 per cent., and the output on the consumption 
market so seriously reduced that the price of coal was forced up 
to the figure which the coal syndicate wished for. This pro- 
ceeding on the part of the syndicate, to which almost all the 
mines in the basin of the Dombrowa belong, had the result that 
the price of coal on the Warsaw market soon reached an extra- 
ordinary height, and was kept there by the lack of coal trucks on 
the Warsaw-Vienna railway. In this connection, it is interest- 
ing to note that the raising of the price of small coal having 
been directed against the manufacturers of Lodz, who require 
these coals for their factories, they in retaliation formed a union 
among themselves, pledging themselves to use none but foreign 
coal until the Dombrowa mines should moderate their charges. 
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VI—REGULATIONS AFFECTING THE IMPORTATION 
OF AMERICAN MEAT INTO GERMANY. — 


The Foreign Office have received a memorandum by the Com- 
mercial Attaché to H.M. Embassy in Berlin on the commercial 
relations of Germany and the United States, as follows: — 

Two questions affecting the commercial relations of the 
United States and the German Empire have lately attracted a 
good deal of attention in Germany. The first is the proposed 
new Bill for the compulsory inspection of all imported meat ; 
and the second is the new Customs regulation in the United 
States as to the valuation of certain German imports. 

-For a long time past there has been an agitation in German 
for a better inspection of American meat imports, which have 
been alleged to have introduced some diseases. Such measures 
have always been strongly recommended by the Agrarian Party, 
who, in the interests of their own meat products are always try- 
ing to exclude American produce from the German markets. 
The question of new regulations to protect the German public 
from the alleged dangers of American meats has several times 
been the subject of discussion in the Reichstag, in connection 
with the subject of general foreign relations. The objects of 
this new Bill are not viewed favourably in the United States, 
where it is no doubt thought that its real object is to reduce the 
_at present very large meat importations from that country. 
The “Kélnische Zeitung” has, therefore, just published a 
semi-oflicial article in order to reassure Americans as to the 
provisions of the Bill which is to be submitted to the Reichstag 
in order to secure compulsory inspection of all imported meat. 
It is there pointed out that the new law will merely enforce 
more or less the same regulations as have, for many years past, 
been applied both in France and Belgium. With regard to 
those two countries, statistics show that in neither case was the 
importation of American meat affected thereby ; and the advant- 
ages are set forth of having a uniform procedure for the whole 
Empire, instead of the diversity of the laws now governing this 
subject in the different States. Many complaints have been 
made by American importers about the several inspections to 
which meat is now subjected in Germany; but in future there 
will only be one inspection of each consignment of meat. More- 
over, the new law will probably enable some modification to be 
made in the present strict regulations on the importatiom. of 
pork from the United States. It might even be possible to do 
away with the certificates of the coalition of imported Ameri- 


can pork; a great saving would thereby be effected for the 
American exporters. 

- The same article refers to the reported intention of the Ger- 
man. Government to entirely exclude. American sausages from 
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the German markets, and hopes that it may be possible to find 
some other way of stopping imports of sausages made of un- 
wholesome meat. It is hoped that the American Government 
will not retaliate without taking well into consideration the 
quality of the German imports they may try to shut out. The 
action of Germany has always been strictly in accordance with 
the reports of her sanitary police; and the new Bill has really 
been framed with a view to conciliation, and the importance of 
this trade to the United States has been kept in view through- 
out. 


VIIL—VALUATION FOR DUTY IN THE UNITED STATES 
ON FOREIGN GOODS EXPORTED FROM BOND. 


Decision of the United States Government. 


The Commercial Attaché to H.M. Embassy in Berlin, in the 
despatch to the Foreign Office referred to in the preceding 
article, reports that the German press is now loudly complaining 
of the new regulations in the United States with regard to the 
valuation of “imported cotton velveteen,” consequent on a 
decision of the Supreme Court there. That tribunal has re- 
cently decided that the value of imported manufactures is to be 
“the actual market value or wholesale price of the merchandise 
as bought and sold in usual wholesale quantities at the time of 
exportation in the principal markets of the country from whence 
imported.” The value of the goods in the exporting market 
is thus to be taken as the basis for the assessment of duty; but, 
in cases where goods are exported from bond without the pay- 
ment of internal revenue duties or in cases where no Customs 
duty has been paid on imported raw materials under regula- 
tions providing for the subsequent exportation of the manu- 
factured article, then the amount of such remitted duty should 
appear on the invoice and should be considered by the American 
Customs as an element in establishing the dutiable value of 
the goods imported. The “Kélnische Zeitung” considers that 
the new ruling will now be applied to all imported German 
manufactures; and that, therefore, it will in future be of no 
use for the German manufacturer to produce his wares under 
what is known as “temporary admission conditions” or “in 
bond ”—+that is to say, free of both import duty and of inland 
taxation. There are in Germany many factories working under 
these conditions and merely for the export trade; and they can 
thus export goods at a lower price than if the hie § raw 


material were subjected both to duty and taxes of various kinds 
incidental to manufactures for the home market. German im- 
ports into America will thus, by this important decision of the 
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Supreme Court, be arerced of every advantage of producing 

oods for export entirely under bond. The whole Press agrees 
in considering this question to be one of the greatest import- 
ance for German export trade to the United States. The export 
trade to America of such nations as have heavy duties on the 
importation of raw materials will suffer under this decision if 
the principle of the decision referred to in the case of “ velve- 
teen” is extended—as seems inevitable—to all such goods as 
are manufactured “in bond” abroad. 

In consequence of this step on the part of the United States, 
there met at Cologne, on the 17th January last, a large number 
of Rhenish manufacturers, who sent in a memorial to the Im- 
perial Chancellor on the subject of these new American regula- 
tions. It was urged in the memorial that the Government 
should, as soon as possible, obtain details as to the manner of 
estimating such values in the United States. 

In this connection the Board of Trade observe that by a still 
more recent decision of the United States Treasury Department 
than that above referred to, it is required that the amount of 
internal revenue tax remitted on spirits shipped from bond in 
France to the United States should appear on the invoice and 
be considered as an element of the dutiable, or foreign market 
value, of the merchandise imported. 


= 
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VIII—THE DEVELOPMENT OF KIAO-CHOW. 


An official report which has recently been presented to the 
German Reichstag on the subject of Kiao-Chow declares that 
all measures taken by the administration have for their object 
the economic development of the port, and that it is essential 
that it should become, above all, a commercial colony and a 
rallying-point for German merchants in the Far East. 

In order to facilitate trade between German territory and 
the Chinese hinterland, the offices of the Chinese Customs have 
been established on German territory near the quay. By this 
arrangement traders are saved the loss of time and money 
which would result from a second unpacking of their goods on 
their entry into China. The Customs duties have been fixed 
according to the tariff in force in the Treaty ports. 

In order to prevent the smuggling of opium and to regulate 
its sale, a limited number of opium dealers have been per- 
mitted to establish themselves on German territory, but only 
under very strict police regulations, and by payment of a very 
heavy tax are they allowed to ply their trade. This tax is 
levied by the Chinese Customs, at the expense of the German 
authorities. Special concessions must be obtained for the found- 
ing of a commercial or industrial enterprise, or the holding of 
a commercial monopoly. 

German law will be in force in the colony, to be modified 
according to Chinese laws when applicable to Chinese persons. 
Corporal punishment may be inflicted, but not on women, and 
the more cruel forms of Chinese punishments have been 
abolished. 

The German Government undertakes the construction of the 
harbour itself, but machinery and storehouses are left to private 
enterprise. The harbour will be constructed in the Bay of 
Kiao-Chow, and a mole built from the Island of Woman to the 
mainland. 

The “Politique Coloniale,” from which the above summary 
of the report is taken, states that it also contains a very interest- 
ing plan of a town to be built in Tésintan Bay, as a sort of 
health resort, with promenade, villas, hotel, &c. According to 
the report, it is anticipated that Tésintan will one day be the 
resort of Europeans from the southern ports, and in this respect 
enter into competition with Chefoo. 
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IX.—_THE MARSALA WINE TRADE. 


A report has been received at the Foreign Office from the 
British Vice-Consul at Marsala relative to the vintage in 1898 
and the prospects of the Marsala wine trade. 

The quantity of wine produced at the vintage in 1898 is less 
than can be remembered for a considerable number of years, 
and the cause of this has been the small quantity of rain that 
fell last winter and the total absence of rain during the summer, 
added to great damage which resulted from a violent gale on 
the 26th April, which broke off nearly all the young shoots of 
the vines on lands that were at all exposed, and which was 
followed up by two other gales on the 11th May and 26th June, 
which gave the “colpo di grazie” to the vines. Owing to these 
unfavourable conditions the grapes were few in number and 
small in size, but they were healthy and sound, and, fortunately, 
the summer was a comparatively cool one, so that they were able 
to ripen gradually and thoroughly, and, contrary to what was 
feared, they escaped being burnt by the sun. It is rather early 
yet to give a reliable opinion of the new wine in general, but 
it is expected to prove to be decidedly good, though dry. The 
vintage commenced earlier than usual, as in some districts 
the grapes ripened very quickly owing to the want of rain, and 
when the example was set a great many proprietors followed 
suit, although their grapes were not perfectly ripe, and the 
consequence is that a considerable quantity of wine of inferior 
quality is sure to be found; but this, of course, forms the ex- 
ception to the rule. 

Up to the beginning of last year there were no appearances 
of the phylloxera in the Marsala districts, but since then this 
terrible scourge began to show itself, and has made rapid pro- 
gress, so that the wine trade of Marsala is most seriously 
threatened, and the spreading of this destructive insect is caus- 
ing great alarm. All possible precautions are being taken 
against it, and large quantities of American vines are being 
planted; but the difficulty is to persuade the farmers to go to 
the expense of planting these vines, although they can be had 
at comparatively low prices, and, in fact, small quantities of 
these are supplied by Government free of charge in order to 
encourage their being reared as a nursery for getting cuttings. 
There is a society being formed with the view of providing 
American vine cuttings at a cheap price, and persuading farmers 
to plant them, and also for analysing the nature of the soil, in 
order to find out which quality of American vines is most 


adapted to it, and for further teaching how to graft Sicilian 
cuttings on to American stock. 
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X.—NEW RAILWAYS IN SERVIA. 
(With Map.) . 


A despatch, dated 5th January last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Representative at Belgrade, trans- 
mitting translation of a law authorising and regulating the 
construction by the State, or by concessionnaires, of twelve 
new railway lines. 

The above law reads as follows :— 

Article 1—The construction is hereby sanctioned of the fol- 
lowing lines of railway. 

1. Belgrade, Obrenovatz, Lajkovatz, Valjevo, Kocjeriche, 
Pozega. 

2. Stalatch, Krushevatz, Trstenik, Kraljevo, Chachak, 
Pozega, Oujitsa. 

3. Oujitsa, Kremna, Mokra Gora, the Bosnian Frontier. 

4. Valjevo, UOsechina, Zavlaka, Loznitsa, the Bosnian 
Frontier. 

5. Mladenovatz, Aranjelovatz, Lazarevatz, Lajkovatz. 

6. Kragorijevatz, Gouberevatz, Kraljevo. 

7. Nisch, Krazevatz, Zaichar, Negotin, Brza, Palanka, 
Kladovo, the Roumanian Frontier. 

8. Nisch, Prokouplie, Kourshoumlie, the Turkish 
Frontier. 

9. Paratchin, Loukovo, Boljevatz, Zaichar. 

10. Doubravitsa, Pozarevatz, Petrovatz, Zagoubitsa, 
Zaichar. 

11. Petrovatz, Zachare, Velika, Plana. 

12. Shabatz, Leshnitsa, Loznitza. 

Article 2.—The gauge of these railways shall be: 
Normal gauge (1°435 metre). 

1. Nisch, Knazevatz, Zaichar, Negotin, Brza, Palanka, 

Kladovo, on the Roumanian Frontier. 
a 2. Nisch, Prokouplie, Kourshoumlie, on the Turkish 

Frontier. 

The gauge of all the other railways may be either normal 
or narrow (0°76 metre). 

Article 3—-The plans for these railways, whether they are 
constructed by the State or by concessionnaires, must be ap- 
proved by the Minister of Public Works. 

Article 4.—-All these railways may be constructed by the 
State itself, either by degrees, at once, or in sections, by means 
of budget grants, or by means of special loans. ’ . 

The Government, however, is authorised to allow these rail- 
ways to be constructed by private individuals by means of con- 
cessions. 

Article 5.—All loans contracted for the purpose of construct- 
ing these railways must be sanctioned by the National Skupsh- 
tina. 
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All concessions under which the Government contracts to 
guarantee to companies interest on the capital expended by 
them, or pecuniary assistance of any description, must also be 
submitted for the sanction of the Skupshtina. 

Article 6.—The expropriation of land for these railways shall 
be carried out in the manner prescribed by the law of the 
16th/28th January, 1880, at the expense of the Departments 
which the respective railways are to pass. 

Article 7—The Government is authorised to permit the timber 
that may be required for the construction of these railways to 
be cut free of charge in the State forests, according to a system 
to be prescribed by the Minister of Commerce and Agriculture. 

Article 8.—In order to establish connections with neighbour- 
ing foreign railways, the Government is authorised to con- 
clude special railway conventions with these countries. 

Article 9—The working of railways constructed by conces- 
sionnaires may be carried on either by the State or by the con- 
cessionnaires, according to conditions to be laid down in the 
concessions. 

Article 10—The timber required for all railways that are 
worked by the State, including existing railways, may be cut 
free of charge in the State forests, subject to conditions to be 
prescribed by the Minister of Commerce and Agriculture. 

Article 11—Concessionnaires are exempted, during the whole 
period of construction and working of their railways, from all 
kinds of Customs dues, consumption dues (Obrt), and accessory 
Customs taxes on material imported for the maintenance of the 
railways, as well as from imposts, surtaxes, octroi, and all 
accessory State or commercial administrative and judicial taxes. 

In like manner the direction of the State railways is exempted 
from the payment of Customs dues, consumption dues (Obrt), 
and all accessory Customs taxes, octroi, and accessory dues on 
all material imported for the construction and working of its 
railways. 

Article 12.--The Government maintains a right of control 
over the railways of the concessionnaires, both during the 
period of construction and of working, under conditions to be 
set forth in the concessions themselves. 

Article 13.—Concessionnaires may not transfer their con- 
cessions without the sanction of the Government, but may 
- form shareholders’ companies, under conditions which must be 
approved by the Government. 

Article 14.—Concessions once granted cannot be withdrawn, 
except in cases where concessionnaires fail to carry out their 
contracts with the State. This condition must be set forth in 
the concession. 

Article 15.—All disputes arising between the State and con- 
cessionnaires shall be subject to the decision of the Servian 
tribunals, unless otherwise provided by the terms of the con- 


cession. 


162 NEW RAILWAYS IN SERVIA. [Feb. 1899. 


Article 16.—The following provisions are applicable to con- 
cessionnaires who may construct and work railways :— 

1. The duration of the concession shall be set forth in 
the concession itself, but shall in no case exceed 90 years. 

On the expiration of the concession. the railways, with the 
whole of their stock, shall be taken over by the State without 
compensation or charge, and in good working order. 

The State shall, however, compensate the concessionnaires for 
rolling stock, supplies, inventory, and station furniture, under 
conditions to be set forth in the concession. 

The Government, moreover, reserves to itself the right to buy 
out concessionnaires before the expiration of the period of their 
concession, within 30 years at the earliest, reckoning from the 
day when the railways are open to traffic. 

The terms of purchase shall be set forth in the concession. 

2. All regulations for railway service must conform in 
general to the regulations now in force, or that may hence- 
forth come into force, on the existing State railways. 
Concessionnaires must therefore submit the regulations for 
their railway service to the examination and approval of 
the Minister of Public Works. 

3. ‘The classification of goods as fixed for the State rail- 
ways shall hold good for the railways of concessionnaires. 

No tariff for the conveyance of passengers and goods on the 
railways of concessionnaires shall be applied without the sanc- 
tion of the Minister of Public Works. 

Details respecting the tariffs to be applied on the railways of 
concessionnaires shall be set forth in the concessions. 

4. Concessionnaires must carry articles for the State, 
troops, and their necessaries, and convey the State mails, 
under conditions to be set forth in the concessions. 

Royal trains and transport for the needs of the Royal House- 
hold shall be provided gratis. 

5. In time of war, and during other extraordinary in- 
ternal circumstances, the Government reserves to itself the 
right of unlimited control over the railway service, which 
it may take over altogether into its own hands as long as 
the need to do so continues. 

The compensation to be allowed to concessionnaires under 
these circumstances shall be settled by special arrangement. 

6. Necessary additional capital may be raised by con- 
cessionnaires with the sanction of the Royal Government, 
and under the same conditions as are applicable to the 

~ construction of the railways. The amount of this capital 

shall be added to the capital originally invested. 

7. The Servian language shall be used on service on all 


railways belonging to concessionnaires. 
Article 17.—The Government is authorised wnder this law 
to conclude definitive contracts with concessionnaires. 
Article 18.—Besides the railways mentioned in Article 1, the 
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Government is authorised to grant concessions for the con- 
struction and working of other railways, either for public 
traffic or for industrial pes. and to permit their junction 
with existing lines. hese concessions must not, however, 
contain any greater privileges than are prescribed in this law. 

If such railways, intended for public traffic, are built by the 
express wish of one or more arrondissements, or of one or more 
departments, and at their cost, the Government may build 
and work such railways as State railways, and may, in that 
case, assist their construction either by sums provided in the 
Budget or by special credits. 

Article 19—This law takes the place of the law of the 
srd/15th February, 1896, for the construction of the Nisch- 
Kladovo Railway. 

Article 20.—This law was to come into force the day it re- 
ceived the Royal signature. 
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XI.—HINTS TO BRITISH TRADERS WITH MEXICO. 


No great improvement in the position of British trade in 
Mexico can be expected until British merchants and manu- 
facturers come forward to push their own interests, which must 
suffer so long as they are insufficiently represented in the 
country. 

Competition for business is keen in Europe, and manufac- 
turers complain that they are kept in ignorance of the destina- 
tion of the goods for which they receive orders. Such ignorance, 
no doubt, would account in a great measure for the accusation 
against the manufacturer of an unwillingness to turn out goods 
more suitable to local markets. The manufacturer’s remedy, 
however, is obvious, for the necessary information is ready to 
hand, and if orders stray from their own centres to cheaper 
centres in Europe in search of better profits, British manufac- 
turers should place their own agents in the local markets of 
Mexico, where, by obtaining practical and local knowledge and 
exhibiting sam fos and catalogues, they could obtain direct 
orders, and could afford to offer goods at bottom prices which 
would have the advantage over goods burdened with the profits 
required by the merchant. 

H.M. Consul at Vera Cruz, in the report from which the above 
is taken (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,194), also states that a 
practical way of obtaining a footing in Mexican markets is by 
establishing trustworthy agents who, combining retail with 
wholesale business, wall come into direct communication with 
the consumer from whom they would learn much that would be 
profitable to their principals, whilst at the same time intro- 
ducing their wares and advertising them by practical demon- 
stration. 

It is not only in the original cost that competition with other 
foreign-made goods excludes some British articles from the 
Mexican morkets, but also in the ignorance of the consumer as to 
the advantages they may offer, and in some cases, even of their 
existence (for in competition in Mexico there is little compunc- 
tion shown as to the means used to discredit goods), and mis- 
representation, falsification of names, trade marks, &c., are of 
common occurrence. 

Many of the disadvantages that induced British houses to 
withdraw from Mexico many years ago have been removed, and 
such representatives of British trade must either come forward 


to push their own business and protect their own interests, or 
see them yearly invaded by others. 

The establishment of British wholesale and retail houses in 
the local markets of the Republic would introduce an element 
that would tend to improve the commercial standard of the 
country and advantageously influence her aati, trade. 


exico, writing 


Mr. Stronge, Secretary of H.M. Legation at 
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on the same subject in a special report (Miscellaneous Series, 
486), says that, in competing with Kuropean countries, one of 
the chief advantages in Mexico held by the United States is 
their proximity. Since the establishment of rapid railway com- 
munication between the two countries, it has naturally been 
possible to obtain all sorts of ready-made goods from the States 
at much shorter notice than from Europe, and much trade is 
drawn thither simply on that account. The British manufac- 
turer should therefore endeavour to reduce this advantage to a 
minimum by promptitude in the execution of orders, and by 
taking — precaution that there shall be no unnecessary 
delay in delivery. Sufficient attention does not appear to be 
given to this matter, which is the subject of frequent com- 
plaints. A common cause of delay is incorrect description of 

_ the goods sent and non-compliance with the regulations as 
regards consular invoices. It must be admitted that the proper 
classification of goods is sometimes a difficult matter, but even 
so, the number of errors which occur shows an amount of care- 
lessness on the part of shippers which is well-nigh incredible. 
This is a source of great embarrassment to the consignees, not 
only on account of the delays in delivery of the goods which it 
occasions, but also by reason of the fines to which they are 
rendered liable. Difficulties of this kind could easily be avoided 
if exporters, who are unaccustomed to trade with Mexico, and 
unwilling to pay attention to these matters, would entrust the 
shipment of their wares to houses which have experience of the 
business, paying a small commission for the accommodation. As 
matters stand at present, orders are often sent to the United 
States rather than to England, simply in order to avoid these 
difficulties and delays. 

Careless packing is another frequent cause of complaint. 
Goods constantly arrive in a damaged condition, and are not 
packed in such a way as to reduce the freight charges to a 
minimum. 

Some other points are also deserving of mention. Although 
the class of persons able and willing to pay for the best quality 
of goods is rapidly increasing, the cheaper article is still, as a 
rule, the one most suited to the Mexican market. Cheapness 
must, however, be combined with superior finish, and in Mexico, 
as elsewhere, articles such as hardware imported from Germany 
are stated to surpass the corresponding British manufactures in 
this respect. Moreover, a light and = emcee cheap class 
of machinery is frequently required. It may not be as good as 


the machinery usually turned out in England, but it works well 
enough, and a large saving is effected both in first cost and in 
the expense of transport. It must be borne in mind that 
although communications have greatly improved of late years, 
many Mexican mines are extremely difficult of access, and that 
in many cases it has been found impossible to convey heavy 
inacl.inery to its destination. 
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It may be well to point out that catalogues written in English 
only, giving English. prices, weights, and measures, are to a 
great extent useless in Mexico. Some manufacturers are alive 
to this fact, and produce catalogues which are all, or nearly all, 
that could be desired, but it would seem, nevertheless, that 
foreign firms are generally more painstaking in these matters. 

British merchants should register their trade marks in 
Mexico, as there are frequent infringements of marks and 
labels. For instance, empty bottles are filled with inferior 
spirits, and this without any apparent opposition. 

In conclusion, it may safely be affirmed that there is no 
reason why British trade should not hold its own in the Mexican 
market as against foreign competition if manufacturers and 
agents would really exert themselves in the matter, and 


although certain classes of foreign goods will probably be dis- . 


placed by native manufactures, the loss will be made up by the 
nen Ss requirements of the country in other branches. 

The following questions on trade matters were recently ad- 
dressed to Her Majesty’s Legation by an English merchant who 
wished to open trade relations with the country. The replies 
to his enquiries, which are also annexed, may perhaps prove of 
service to persons in a similar position :— 

Questions 1-5.—(1) What credit is ordinarily given by 
English merchants and commission houses to Mexican import 
houses? (2) Whether drafts are usually drawn against each 
invoice? (3) Whether drafts are properly accepted, or whether 
consignees sign “pagario”’? (4) If the business is done of a 
commission basis, what commission and interest are charged as 
arule? (5) Whether bills of lading are attached to bills and 
sent through a bank, or whether they are sent direct to con- 
signees? Answers to Questions 1-5.—As a general rule, all 
descriptions of business in the Republic of Mexico are arranged 
to suit the convenience of the parties in each individual case. 
Some foreign houses sell for cash, and there are others who 
never obtain better terms than six months’ credit. The French 
wine houses sell almost entirely upon credit (six months’ date 
from shipment), and this arrangement is also in force in the 
linen, cotton, and kindred trades. In these cases the buyers are 
drawn against, and if they are regular customers, the bills of 
lading are sent direct, and drafts are not sent attached thereto. 
These acceptances are held in Mexico, as the acceptor has the 
option of taking them up at any date before maturity, and would 
then receive corresponding discount. His object is to obtain 
this discount when it may suit him, and therefore these bills 
do not go into the market for discount. In regard to other 
trades, there is no fixed rule, but each individual seller makes 
the best prices and terms he can to suit himself and the parties 
he represents. Mexicans will generally bargain for as low a 
price as possible, combined with long credit, and then in the end 
pay cash and get all the discount they can. 


Feb. 1899.] HINTS TO BRITISH TRADERS WITH MEXICO. 167 


Question 6.—Do local firms prefer quotations calculated to 
include cost, freight, commission, and insurance, and is it usual 
for English houses to invoice and draw their drafts in sterling ? 
Answer.—The larger buyers prefer prices f.o.b. at point of 
shipment, but some smaller fonses ike delivered prices in 
currency. 

Question 7.—What classes of goods are regularly imported 
from Kurope? Answer.—See consular reports. 

Question 8.—Are the agents of European houses mostly 
located in the capital or at the ports and are they usually purely 
local or do they work the country from a centre? Answer.—The 
chief importing houses are situated in the city of Mexico, and 
many of them have branches in the other large cities. Some 
Vera Cruz houses are also importers. Some distant parts of 
the Republic are worked quite separately, as they have no easy 
communication with either Vera Cres or Tampico. 

Question 9.—Are European shipménts mostly sent by 
regular lines of steamers or by “tramps” and sailing vessels? 
Answer.—Except some coal steamers, all those coming to the 
Gulf ports are regular liners. These coal steamers, after dis- 
charge, move to the United States for cotton freights. 


| | 
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XIIL—RIVER TRADE OF UNITED STATES OF 
COLOMBIA. 


The following article on the trade of the River Magdalena 
and of the Rivers Meta and Orinoco, as far as they concern the 
United States of Colombia, is based on a report furnished to 
the Foreign Office by the Acting British Consul-General at 
Bogota. 

The report commences with lists of the steamers trading on 
the Magdalena River, as follows :— 

1. Owned by the Compaiiia Colombiana de Transportes, 
whose headquarters are at Barranquilla:—Bismark, 305 
tons; General Paez, 281 tons; Juan B. Elbers, 259 tons; Bar- 
ranquilla, 257 tons; D. Lopez Penha, 257 tons; Vicente La- 
faurie, 257 tons; Bogotdé, 257 tons; Francisco Montoya, 243 
tons; Colombia, 233 tons; Martin Wessels, 180 tons; America, 
132 tons; Mexico, 132 tons; Ricaurte, 125 tons; Ambalena, 
79 tons; Venezuela, 100 tons; Honda, 20 tons; Magdalena, 30 
tons; Ibagué, 125 tons. 

All the above steamers ply on the lower Magdalena with the 
exception of the Honda, ease, Ricaurte, and Ibagué, 
which ply on. the upper river between Arrancaplumas and 
Girardot. When the river permits of their doing so, they some- 
times go as far as Purificacion, about a day’s journey further up. 

2. Owned by the Compaiiia Fluvial de Cartagena :—Alicia, 
300 tons; Helena, 300 tons; Once de Noviembre, 300 tons; 
Carolina, 300 tons; Margarita, 300 tons; Clara, 300 tons; 
Dorotea, 100 tons; Cartagena, 150 tons; Pedro Velez, 100 
tons; Flandes, 50 tons; Bucaramanga, 30 tons; Girardot, 20 
tons. 

The headquarters of the above-named company are at Boston, 
U.S.A.,; and the offices in Colombia are at Cartagena. 

All the boats of this Company ply on the lower Magdalena 
with the exception of the Girardot, which plies on the upper 
river between Arrancaplumas and Girardot. 

3. Owned by a company denominated the F. Perez Rosa, 
whose headquarters are at Barranquilla:—Enrique, 201 tons; 
Miguel Samper, 165 tons. 

These two steamers ply on the lower Magdalena between La 
Dorada and Barranquilla. 

4. Owned by Messrs. Gieseken, Ringe and Company, a Ger- 
man firm, whose headquarters are also at Barranquilla :— 
Gieseken, Ringe and Company, 122 tons; Nechi, 67 tons; 
Cauca, 60 tons. These steamers ply on the lower river. 

In addition to the above, there is the steamer Diez Hermanos, 
owned by Bartolomé Martinez Bossio of Cartagena, and plying 
between the ports of Barranquilla, Calamar, and La Dorada. 
The headquarters are at Cartagena. 

Two more steamers belonging to Mr. Martinez Bossio are in 
course of construction. Their tonnage is 275 tons each. The 
tonnage of the Diez Hermanos is 110 tons. 
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The Fernando Nieto, of 40 tons capacity, is owned by Messrs. 
Nieto, Céspedes and Compaiiia, and the General Tovar is 
owned by the Compaiiia Fluvial Germanica. Both these 
companies have their headquarters at Bogoté. These two 
steamers work in combination with the steamers of the Com- 
paiia Fluvial de Cartagena on the lower Magdalena. 

Both the Cartagena and Barranquilla steamers take on board 
cargo from ali ports on the river. 

On the Upper Magdalena there are also two steamers owned 
by private companies. 

The suinehial depots on the river for distributing goods and 
the towns or places which each depét supplies are :—(1) Cala- 
mar, through which passes all cargo that arrives at Cartagena 
destined for ports on the river. Cartagena and Calamar are 
united by railway. (2) Magangué is the port for the lower 
part of the Department of Cauca and the upper part of the 
Department of Bolivar. The mode of transport from the in- 
terior to this port is by mule and canoe. (3) Puerto Nacional 
and Bodega de Ocana. These are the distributing ports for 
the northern part of the Department of Santander. The mode 
of transport from the interior to these ports is by mule. (4) 
Bodega Central, Bodega del Sur, and Boca del Rosario are all 
distributing ports for Bucaramanga and the surrounding dis- 
trict, and are becoming more important every year. From 
these ports goods are taken into the interior by small steamers 
for a short distance up the rivers Lebrija and Logamosa, then 
by canoe, and further on by mule. (5) Puerto Berrio is the 
distributing centre for Antioquia, and is the terminus of the 
Antioquia Railway. (6) Honda is the distributing centre for 
the southern part of Antioquia, for the Departments of Tolima 
and Cundinamarca. From Honda merchandise is taken to the 
interior of Cundinamarca, and by mule transport all the way, 
but heavy packages are taken by steamer to Cambas, and from 
there are conveyed in carts. 

The warehouses at Barranquilla are built of stone, with iron 
roofs; those at Calamar are built of corrugated iron, with 
wooden frame and platforms. Both the warehouses at Barran- 
quilla and Calamar are practically on the banks of the Mag 
dalena. 

There is no warehouse at Magangué. The warehouses at 
Puerto Nacional and Bodega de Ocana are well constructed of 
iron, and are owned by the municipality of Ocana, and ad- 
ministered for the benefit of the commerce of Ocana. 

The warehouses of Bodega Central, Bodega del Sur, and 
Boca del Rosario are situated within a short distance of each 
other. They are fairly well constructed of wood, with iron 
roofs. The nature of the construction of the warehouses at 
Puerto Berrio is similar to the last named, and all are situated 
almost on the banks of the Magdalena. 

The only appliances for extinguishing fires are railway shop 
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pumps at Barranquilla, Calamar, Puerto Berrio, La Dorada, 
and Honda. The other warehouses on the river are unprovided 
with even these appliances. 

The mule-carriers, in some cases, respond for damage done to 

in transit, and in the bills of lading the amount is some- 
times stipulated, but, as a rule, they refuse to accept any re-— 
+ amar for damage done. As the freight is paid on de- 
livery of the goods, the owner can always make a reduction in 
the freight when he considers that the damage done is through 
negligence, for in all bills of lading a note is made as to the 
state in which the goods are when handed over to the carrier. 

With regard to the Colombian reaches of the Meta and 
Orinoco river, there are two steamers, the Libertador and the 
Boyaca. They belong to José Bonnet and Company, of Bogota. 
They trade between Puerto Canal and Orocué in Colombia, and 
go down as far as Ciudad Bolivar in Venezuela. The depots are: 
—Cabuyaro: Port used when steamers cannot go up to Puerto 
Canal. Puerto Canal: Highest point for steamers; goods for 
Bogota are brought to this port. Itis situated one day’s journey 
from Villavicencio ; transport by mules. The next day’s journey is 
to San Martin, where there is little or no accommodation; next 
day to Quetame, where there is better accommodation, thence 
by the villages of Caqueza and Chipaque to Bogoté. The road 
is well engineered, but badly maintained. There are bodegas 
at the river ports situated on high ground close to the river 
bank, but there are no fire appliances. 

The Acting Consul-General, in an introduction to the 
report, states that those who require such information 
as would enable them to do reliable business should 
send an expert over these routes to judge for him- 
self, or at least employ some capable person travelling 
to Colombia, to study and report on the question on the way. 
For instance the fact of there being a “ bodega” does not iden 
that the goods en route are habitually put into that bodega; they 
as often as not lie in the open air on the river-side. A steamer, 
again, may wish to lighten on account of low water in the river, 
and the goods are put ashore and left until some other steamer 
brings them on. The method of stowage on the river boats is 
another question requiring detailed study. Sometimes the goods 
are very much exposed to rain and waves; and even more so 
when conveyed in large canoes made fast to the sides of the 
steamers and tugged. The sight of the bales and cases that 
lie on the banks of the river en route to Bogota waiting for mule 
transport, would probably appal an insurance agent; and the 
same may be said of the treatment the merchandise receives 


over any of the roads, for they are ill provided with inns or 
storage rooms, and the goods are necessarily dropped off the 
mules wherever the muleteers can find shelter for themselves. 
The real question for the insurance companies is, therefore, as 
to how the goods are treated in actual transport. 
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XIII.—EMIGRATION FROM BRITISH INDIA. 


The Board of Trade have received through the India Office 
statistics relating to emigration from India in the year 1897-98. 

The figures relate solely to emigration as carried on under 
the laws regulating emigration, and they take no account of the 
numbers who leave India as passengers, not having been re- 
cruited by emigration agencies for service in the colonies. 
They are also exclusive of the persons who leave India on 


. pilgrimage to the holy places in Arabia, of whom small but 


uncertain numbers settle out of India. 

The number of emigrants from India during the eleven years, 
1887-88 to 1897-98, amounted to 156,388, making an annual 
average of 14,217 persons. Few, if any, quit the country with 
the intention of permanently establishing their domicile else- 
where, but leave in the hope of returning with their savings to 
their homes in a few years. The number of persons who re- 


turned during the last eleven years amounted to 69,686, an 


average of 6,335 yearly, or less than one-half of the number 
who left India; this is also very nearly the proportion for the 
twenty years for which the facts are stated in the tables. The 
mortality amongst emigrants is high in some of the colonies 
to which they go, and of those who survive, a substantial pro- 
portion elect to continue to work in the colony after their term 
of indenture expires, and many of these never return to India. 
In Mauritius, for instance, about 69 per cent. of the population 
(256,000 out of a population of 372,000) are Indian settlers and 
their descendants, and in Trinidad and elsewhere the settled 
Indians are increasing in numbers. 

There are five places in India from which emigration may 
legally be carried on—Calcutta, Bombay, Madras, and the two 
French settlements of Pondichery and Karikal. From Bombay 
emigration ceased many years ago, and general recruiting has 
never been resumed, labour in the Western Presidency being, 
on the whole, so well paid that there is but little inducement 
to emigrate to the coolie-employing colonies. That port and 
the port of Karachi, however, have recently been used for the 
shipment of male labourers destined for work on the Uganda 
Railway, who were recruited under agreements made with or 
on behalf of Her Majesty’s Goverment under the powers con- 
ferred by section 106 of the Indian Emigration Act, XXI. of 
1885, as amended:by Act I. of 1896. From the French settle- 
ments there has been no emigration since 1884, except in one 
year, 1888-89. The port of Calcutta is the most convenient for 
the shipment of emigrants drawn from the impoverished masses 
of the thickly-populated districts of Oudh, Bihdr, and the 
eastern section of the North-Western Provinces, and the main 


stream of emigration flows from that region down the Hooghly. 


Of the persons who emigrated from India in 1897-98, as many 
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as 7,347 (being 54 per cent.) were shipped from Calcutta, almost 
all of them from the North-Western Provinces, Oudh, and 
Bihar. From Madras 3,345 were shipped during the year, re- 
cruited exclusively from the Madras presidency, and mostly 
from the southern (Tamil) districts. From Bombay and Karachi 
2,793 male labourers left during the year under agreement to 
work on the Uganda Railway, and these were rod. recruited 
from the Panjeb. 

The number of emigrants in the last three years has been 
relatively small, notwithstanding the distress in the tracts 
whence the emigrants are principally drawn, probably because 
the cane-sugar industry has been suffering from depression. 

rt destinations of the emigrants in the last seven years were 
as follows :— 


To 1891-92. | 1892-93. 1808.94, 1801-96 1895-96. 1896-97. 1897-98, 


Mauritius oe 989 eve 485 1,029 1,746 802 426 

Natal ... | 3,349 3,119 2,612 3,592 3,337 4,038 6,036 

Demerara -| 5,231 4,723 5,883 7,200 1,908 2,417 1,194 

Trinidad | 3,285 2,620 1,926 3,185 2,177 3,043 1,851 
1, 


Dutch Guiana... 698 1,075 1,104 279 1,696 £00 618 


Fiji 781 1,082 1,432 565 1,953 567 
Jamaica 1,060 486 711 470 
St. Lucia 157 


Total «| 16,597 | 12,318 | 13,735 | 18,428 | 11,899 15,672 | 13,485 


The emigrants who sailed from Calcutta during the year 
went to British and Dutch Guiana, Trinidad, Natal, Fiji, and 
Mauritius. The emigrants from Madras went to Natal and 
Mauritius. There is a considerable flow of native labourers 
from Madras to Ceylon and the Straits, but this traffic is not 
conducted under the provisions of the Emigration Act. 
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XIV.—VANILLA PLANTING IN THE SEYCHELLES. 


A memorandum has been received at the Colonial Office from 
Mr. H. Cockburn Stewart, H.M. Administrator at the Sey- 
chelles, on vanilla planting in those islands, which may be 
interesting to any who are interested in the subject. 

Mr. Stewart states that a vanilla plantation should not be 
started in Seychelles with a capital under 1,000/., seeing that 
it takes three years to bring in a crop. Suitable land cannot be 
secured under Rs. 200 per acre, and even at this price it is not 
easily obtainable. 

Under the old system (planting on bars, wires, &c.), from 
1,200 to 1,300 vines were planted per acre. Vanilla is now 
planted on live trees, and the number of vines planted depends, 
upon the number of trees existing on the land put under culti- 
vation. 

Vines will begin to bear three years after planting, and will 
only get in full bearing five or six years after ame ; : 
A man can plant 350 cuttings or vines per day, and can keep 

in good order throughout the year 2,500 plants. 

omen are employed for marrying the flowers—7.e., remov- 
ing the pollen from the anther of the flower, and applying it 
to the stigma (fertilisation), without which operation the flower 
is lost. A woman can marry from 600 to 800 flowers per day. 

Each vine can produce from 25 to 30 pods of different sizes— 
viz., from 4 to 8 inches long. On an average, 130 green pods 
go to 1 lb. of dry (prepared vanilla). 

Vines are worth, per 100, about Rs. 4. 
alt 1897, fine pods fetched Rs. 16 per pound; in 1898, about 

s. 8. 

The flowering season is from August to December. The pods 
are gathered about nine months after the flowers have been 
fertilised, and it takes from three to four months to cure the 
pods. In Seychelles, as elsewhere, there are bad seasons (too 
much rain), in which case the yield is poor. 


XV.—A NEW FIREPROOF BUILDING MATERIAL. 


A report has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Consul-General at Zurich, respecting a new fireproof material 
manufactured in that town. 

The Consul-General states that this is a new artificial stone 
material which has lately been invented by Mr. Gehre, a Swiss 
civil engineer, called papyristite, on account of its component 
parts, principal among which is purified paper pulp obtained 
from waste paper. 
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Papyristite is*said to be an improvement on papyrolith, which 
was also invented by Mr. Gehre. It can be adapted for various 
purposes, but is specially intended to serve as a solid, imper- 
meable, and iehidioan roof, or floor, which, when laid down, 
will present a smooth surface, as if made in one continuous 
layer. It is claimed to be absolutely fireproof, and a non- 
conducter of cold or sound, and although as hard as stone, it 
has a soft, linoleum-like feeling to the foot, and is noiseless. 
As there are no grooves or joints in the material, no dust, 
vermin, or fungi can accumulate, and its weight is much less 
than that of stone or cement. 

Two hundred and twenty pounds’ weight of this preparation 
in a powdered form, when mixed for use and spread to a thick- 
ness of 0°3940 inch, will cover a surface of 914 square feet. 

No machinery is necessary to prepare the compound, 
although, to save labour when large quantities are to be used, 
an ordinary press can be utilised to advantage. It can be 
moulded or spread in any desired form or shape. The mixing 
_ is done on the spot where it is wanted, and it is transported, 
like cement, in barrels or sacks. The drying or hardening pro- 
cess‘is effected in 24 hours after spreading, and the papyristite 
can then, if desired, be polished to a high gloss. It can be cut, 
sawn, and bored, can be given any desired tint, and can be 
made to look like mosaic or marble. 

It is also said to be.valuable for roofing purposes, and the 
inventor has constructed a light iron frame, on which the 
material can be laid, in the form partly of plates and partly of 
mortar, which, when united, produce a smooth, continuous sur- 
face. It is adapted to cold as well as tropical regions, and its 
stone-like qualities prevent it from being destroyed by mice 
or other vermin. The material will not contract or warp after 
having been laid down; it is elastic, light, and inexpensive in 
production. 

For schoolrooms, public halls, corridors, bathrooms (both 
floors and walls), terraces, barns, poultry yards, &c., it will 
prove a clean and healthy material, and as it does not absorb 
moisture, dirt, or any other unhealthy substances, it will be an 
excellent building material. 

‘Trials with papyristite are stated to have been made in 
Russia and in Brazil with satisfactory results. 

It is stated that the inventor will sell raw ingredients to 
persons desirous of making experiments with the material at 
18 marks (about 18s.) per 220 lbs., exclusive of carriage from 
Zurich. 

A sample of the material may be seen on application at the 
Commercial Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall 
Gardens, S.W., any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


| 
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XVI—NOTICE TO PERSONS HAVING CLAIMS 
AGAINST THE PERUVIAN GOVERNMENT. 


A despatch, dated 29th December last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from the Acting British Consul-General at 
Lima, transmitting copy and translation of a law passed by the 
Peruvian Congress during the last session, and promulgated on 
the 17th December last, whereby those who have unsatisfied 
claims of the nature therein referred to may present them 
before the 17th June next. - 

An important point in that law is that the nation admits her 
responsibility for loans and supplies exacted by force durin 
the civil commotions which occurred in 1894 and 1895. It wil 
probably be the first time that Peruvians will be indemnified 
for losses suffered by them in consequence of the acts in 
question. 

It should be noted by British subjects no longer residing in 
Peru or South America, who may have an interest in the new 
law, that certain claims on the Peruvian Exchequer not dealt 
with so far, which come within the purview of the law of the 
12th of June, 1889, will be admitted for examination within 
a delay of six months, which expires on the 17th June next. 

The following is a copy of the law referred to :— 

Article 1—Non-interest-bearing national bonds, but amortiz- 
able out of a fund of not less than two hundred and fifty 
thousand soles annually, which shall be compulsorily included 
in the estimates, shall be issued to provide for the payment of 
the following obligations :— 

First.—All claims mentioned in the law of 12th June, 1889, 
not presented since the said law was passed, or in liquidation of 
which bonds have not been issued. 

Second.—Those which have been made the subject of special 
legislation, or of judicial decision by the ordinary tribunals on 
the Court of Accounts. . 

Third.—Those arising out of the estimates from Ist January, 
1887, to 20th March, 1895. 

Fourth.—The capital of fee farm rent and of redeemed pious 
foundations, which are transferable. 

Fifth Payments, either voluntary or forced, to the coalition 
forces in 1894 and 1895, provided that they appear in the 
accounts rendered by those who received them; also amounts 
exacted by authorities under the orders of the de facto Govern- 
ments at that time under the name of forced loans, and paid 
into the Departmental Treasuries, or the payment of which is 
vouched for by some authentic document. 

Sixth.—Supplies in kind to the forces mentioned under the 
like conditions, and to the amount stated at the time. In case 
no price was agreed upon, it shall be fixed by taking the average 
value of similar articles. 
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Seventh—Those known as “special certificates,” issued in 
accordance with Article 7 of the law of 1889. 

Article 2.—These liabilities shall be liquidated without in- 

terest, with the exception of:—Ist, Those arising out of the 
supply of money or goods for carrying on the last foreign war 
which shall be paid with the interest of six per cent. per annum; 
2nd, Interest accruing or unliquidated obligations contem- 
plated by the law of 12th June, 1889; 3rd, Interest on fee farm 
rents and pious foundations referred to in section 4 of Article 1 
of this law. The interest mentioned shall be calculated up to 
the date of this law, and together with the respective capital 
amounts, shall be paid in bonds to be issued under this law. 
- Artitle 3—A delay of six months for the presentation of 
claims mentioned in Article 1 shall be given, which shall be 
determined by the degree promulgating this law. Those not 
presented within the said term shall be considered as extinct. 

Article 4—The amortization of the bonds issued under this 
law shall take place quarterly, and by sealed tenders. 


XVII—THE CONGO STATE BUDGET FOR 1899. 


A despatch, dated 12th January last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Sir F. R. Plunkett, H.M. Minister at 
Brussels, forwarding a summary of the Budget of the Indepen- 
dent State of the Congo for 1899. 

It is stated to be the first Budget which has been published 
by the Congo State Government showing a probable excess of 
revenue over expenditure. 

The estimates for the Congo Free State for the year 1899 
have been sanctioned by the King, and published in the 
“ Bulletin Officiel” of December, 1898. ; 

The ordinary expenditure is estimated at 19,672,965 francs 
(786,918/.), and the revenue at 19,966,500 francs (798,660/.), 
leaving a surplus of 293,535 francs (11,742/.). 

A sum of 2,946,820 franes (117,872/.) is allotted to meet 
extraordinary expenses of public utility. 

The revenue is principally derived from the subsidy of 
1,000,000 francs (40,000/.) given by the King of the Belgians, 
the annual advance of 2,000,000 francs (80,000/.) made by the 
Belgian Government, the Customs imports and _ exports 
3,700,000 franes (148,000/.), transport services 1,200,000 francs 
(48,0007.), agricultural products and taxes by natives in kind 
10,200,000 frances (408,000/.), and from interest on securities 
1,350,000 francs (54,000/.). 

The following table shows the receipts from various sources 
as compared with the Budget for 1898 :— 
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Sources of revenue, 1898, 1899. 

Frs. Frs. 
Advance from Belgian Treasury ... kao ant 2,000,000 2,000,000 
Annual subsidy from the King .., ose ons 1,000,000 1,000,000 
Registration tax... 6,700 5,000 
Sale and lease of public lands con oes see 30,500 30,000 
Customs (imports and exports) ... ove oan 3,500,000 3,700,000 
Direct taxation... 95,000 110,000 
Tolls levied on roads an? ee ia ig 5,000 5,000 
Licenses for cutting 6,750 8,500 
Postal receipts oes 120,000 150,000 
Maritime dues ons 35,000 55,000 
Judicial receipts... wes 80,000 40,000 
Chancery dues vie 4,100 8,000 
Transport services ... oon 500,000. 1,200,000 

Porterage dues pan 2,000 25, 
a ra products and taxes paid by natives 6,700,000 10,200,000 

in Kin 

Profits derived from the forests of Mayumbe ... 50,000 50,000 
Issue of bank notes, kc... ose 30,000 30,000 
Interest on securities 650,000 1,350,000 
Total... “us Frs.| 14,765,050 19,966,500 


The following table gives the estimated ordinary expendi- 
ture for 1899, and the expenditure, ordinary and extraordinary, 


for 1898 :— 
EXPENDITURE. 1898. 1899, 
Francs. Francs. 
Salary of Secretary of State, employés in the 
central office, materials, and cost of adminis- 
Department of the Interior. 
Administration in Europe eee 123,640 134,790 
Do. do. 1,495,278 2,002,330 
Armed forces 6,870,631 7,623,946 
River naval service ode 1,945,358 1,481,624 
Sanitary service... ... oes 355,300 86,790 
Public works . ‘ 1,395,960 1,261,270 
Agriculture... 533,658 "600,530 
Various 174,469 277,330 
Financial Department. 
Administration in Europe see pee pes 64,000 59,000 
Do. do. Africa.. vise 331,800 404,400 
Expenses incurred m. the improvement of 3,218,711 4,020,720 
lands, &c. 
Department of Foreign Affairs and of Justice. : 
Post . én 20,900 21,000 
J ustice aes ase ove 227,860 324,700 
Total 17,251,975 19,672,965 
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__ The increase in expenditure is, however, greater than appears 
from the above table, as in the estimates of 1898 both ordinary 
and extraordinary expenditure were included in the amount 
of 17,251,975 francs, whilst in the estimates for 1899, 19,672,965 
frances only represent the ordinary expenditure, and the sum of 
2,946,820 francs for extraordinary expenditure is accounted for 
in a separate estimate, as follows :— 

Francs. 

Navigation of the Upper Congo iat i ... 1,691,820 
Port at the terminus of the railway — .. ~ 100,000 


"2,946,820 


The estimate for extraordinary expenditure in 1898 was 
2,524,920 frances, but, as above stated, this sum was included 
in the total of 17,251,975 francs. 

It is for this reason that expenditure under the heads of 
“River Naval Service,” and in a lesser degree of “ Public 
works,” appears to be greater in the general estimates for 1898 
than in those for 1899. 

Other small items of extraordinary expenditure in the 1898 
estimates were included under the heads of “ Agriculture” 
and “ Various.” 

The progressive increase in the revenue and expenditure of 
the Congo Free State is shown in the following table : — 


Year. Revenue. Expenditure. 
Francs. | Francs. 
1891 coo bine 4,554,931 
1892 ose 4,731,981 _ 4,731,981 
1893 ose 5,440,681 5,440,681 
1894 ose was 4,949,444 7,383,554 
1897 ote 9,369,300 10,141,871 
1898 17,251,975 
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XVIII.—HINTS TO EXPORTERS TO JAPAN. 


The United States Consul at Nagasaki, in a recent report, 
states that, whenever an article of manufacture has secured the 
favour of Japanese tradesmen, there is no reason for its not 
continuing to monopolise the market, provided the standard 
of quality be fully maintained, and care and attention be paid 
to the appearance of the packages and to the methods of ship- 
ping. There is a preference on the part of most foreigners, 
and of many Japanese, for glass jars for all fruits, vegetables, 
&c., rather than tin cans, when the former are practicable. 
Whatever is put upon the glass in the nature of label or 
advertisement should be so heavily varnished or prepared 
in some other way as to permit of its being washed without 
marring the beauty or clearness of the label; while cans should 
be provided with labels other than those of thin paper, which 
do not allow the can to be washed and have its appearance 
restored when it becomes fly-specked or shopworn. The 
methods adopted by most of the French purveyors are recom- 
mended. 

In the matter of packing, it is very desirable that the initial 
jar or tin be as small as is practicable—for example, butter in 
half-pound tins, fruit and vegetables in half-pound tins or 
pint jars; while cases of such size as can be carried con- 
veniently by a porter along rough mountain roads, will find 
a much readier sale with the Japanese than the large cases 
containing two dozen 2-pound tins. In the one item of biscuits 
it is believed that the American bakers are gradually supplant- 
ing the European. The present size of the tin boxes used rather 
checks the sale to the Japanese, and it is probable that tins of 
half the size would sell much more readily. Besides the matter 
of cost, there is an additional reason for the preference for 
small tins, in that the biscuits soon lose their crispness in a 
moist climate. 

In textiles, machinery, implements, and all other articles, it 
is equally important that the standard of excellence oxtginel’y 
established when first soliciting orders be rigidly maintained, 
and also that the requirements of the Japanese dealers and con- 
_ sumers be carefully ascertained and fully complied with. These 
may at times seem to be somewhat whimsical, in that they 
differ so widely from established custom (for example, as to the 
width of a piece of cloth, the length of the bolt, the number 
of pieces in a bale, the dimensions of a package, or the size 
of a case of machinery), but it will always be found that there 
‘is good reason for these requirements, either in the meagre- 
ness of the demand or the inadequate transportation facilities. 

There is already a considerable importation of leather into 
the consular district of Nagasaki, both sole and upper, all of 
which is used for making boots and shoes. 
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XIX.—SHIP BROKERAGE CHARGES IN FRENCH 
PORTS. 


The following information respecting the tariffs of ship 
brokers’ charges for entering and clearing foreign vessels at 
the Principal French ports is taken from the circular of the 
British Chamber of Commerce in Paris for December last, the 


ports being arranged in alphabetical order :— 


BAYONNE.—(Deeree of the 8th December, 1891.) 
Sailing vessels ; In ballast, 25 c. per ton of tonnage measurement. 
entered or cleared { With full or part cargo, 50 c. per ton of cargo. 
_} In ballast, with - 
Steamers without passengers, 25 c. per ton of tonnage measurement. 
entered or cleared ( With full or part 
cargo other than coal, 50 c. per ton of cargo. 
Steamers entered, coal laden ... 100 frs. net, irrespective of tonnage. 
Steamers cleared, coal laden ... 30. per ton of cargo. 
Coal steamers cleared on ballast 20 c. per ton of tonnage measurement, with 
a maximum of 1(0 frs. for steamers of 
500 tons. 


BORDEAUX.—(Deeree of the 22nd May, 1872.) 


Sieonaen and In ballast, 25 c. per ton of tonnage measurement. 
sailing vessels 3 P 
entared or cleazed With cargo, 50 c. per ton of cargo, 
BOULOGNE.—(Deeree of 24th August, 1891.) 
Per ton of cargo. 
VESSELS ENTERED. Upto Over 
4 600 tons. 1,000 tons. 1,001 tons. 
Cargo over 9/10 of coal, { Steamers 10¢. Be. 
iron ore, or ice Sailing vessels 30 c. 20 ¢. 10c. 
Cargo over 9/10 of timber, 
oak, dye-woods, iron, ) Steamers and 
guano, corn, maize, rye, ) Sailing vessels 40¢. 3Nc. 20 ¢. 
barley and oats 
Other cargoes eee 50c. 40 c. 25. 
In ballast, with or without Per ton of tonnage 12} c. 
passengers measurement 


VESSELS CLEARED. 


With full or part cargo { Steamers and } Pertonofcargo .. 25c. 


Sailing vessels 
In ballast, with or without 
passengers ove Sailing vessels won +» none 
In ballast with passengers Steamers .. Per ton of tonnage 
measurement ... 6} ¢. 
In ballast without pass- 


CAEN.—(Deeree 18th July, 1892.) 
Entered in ballast «.. 124 ¢c. per ton of tonnage measure- 
ment 


Cleared in ballast eo. none 
Sailing vessels 4 Entered with full or part 


cargo... 50c. per ton of cargo 
Cleared with full or part 
{ cargo ... ove -. 25. per ton of cargo 
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CAEN—continued. 
VESSELS CLEARED—continued, 


Entered with or without pas- per ton tonnage 
in ballast | passengers measurement, 


Cleared with passengers «. 64 c. per ton of ton- 
+ nage measurement. 
in ballast | without passengers ... none, 


Per ton of cargo. 
For the 
Steamers Over 
first 1,000 
to ne. 1,000 tons. 

Coal, cast-iron, ore and 

Entered pitch 25 20 c. 
with full Timber, iron, ice, grain 

or part and manure 40 c. 80 c. 

cargo of Other goods ... ai 50c. 40 c. 


Cleared with full or part cargo. Half the duty on vessels 
\ entered with cargo. 


CALAIS.—(Deeree of 9th June, 1892.) 


Per ton of cargo. 


VESSELS ENTERED. Upito |* Over 
600 tons. 1,000 tons. 1,600 tons. 
Cargoes 9/10 of coal, iron{ Steamers 5e. 
ore and ice Sailing vessels 30 20 c¢. 10c. 
Cargoes 9/10 of timber, oak, 
dye-woods, iron, guano, { Steamers and 40 c. 30 20 c¢. 
corn, maize, barley, rye ( sailing vessels 
and oats 
Other Cargoes ose 50c. 40 c, 20c. 
In ballast, with or without Per ton of tonnage 12} c. mea- 
passengers surement 


VESSELS CLEARED. 
With full or part cargo, steamers and sailing 


vessels... os 23 per ton of cargo 
Sailing vessels, with or without none 
passengers 
In ballast ( With passengers ... 6} ¢. per ton of tonnage mea- 
Steamers surements 
Without passengers.. none 


CETTE.—(Royal Ordinance, 9th June, 1847.) 


’ Vessels to or from 
. Ports out- 
SAILING SHIPS. Ports in side the 
the Medi-| 
terranean, terranean. 
Entered in ballast, per ton of tonnage measurement ... 5e, 10 c. 
Entered with full or part cargo, per ton of cargo ana 10 c. 20 c. 
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CETTE—continued. 


Vessels to or from 
Ports out- 
STEAMERS. Ports in | side the 
the Medi- Medi- 
terranean. | terranean. 
Entered in ballast, without passengers, per ton of Be. 7k ec. 
tonnage measurement 
Cleared in ballast, without passengers, per ton of| none none 
tonnage measurement 
Entered in ballast, with passengers, per ton of tonnage Tic 10 c. 
measurement 
Cleared in ballast, with passengers, per ton of tonnage 7c. 10¢. 
measurement 
Entered with full or part —e per ton of cargo we Soe. 20 ¢. 
Cleared 10c. 20c. 


NoTe.—lIn cases where are not by treaty to 
French vessels, a supplementary brokerage charge of half the above charges is 
made for oral interpretation. British vessels, however, under Article 7 of the 
Anglo-French Convention of the 2nd February, 1882, are granted the same treat- 
ment as French vessels,and the supplementary charge is not applicable to them. 


CHERBOURG.—(Imperial Decree, 26th August, 1857.) 
Entered in ballast, per ton of tonnage measurement 12 }c. 


Cl none 
Failing vessels ery with full or part cango, per ton of cargo... 50c. 
Cleared 25 ¢ 
Entered in ballast with passengers, per horse-pow' er 2c. 
Cleared » ” 12} ¢. 
Steamers’... 4 Cleared » without passengers none. 
Entered with full or part cargo, per ton of cargo... 50c. 
Cleared 25 c. 


Note.—Same provision as for Cette, which see, for non-treaty countries. 


DIEPPE.—(imperial decree, 24th July, 1857.) 
: fa Entered in ballast, per ton of tonnage measurement 123 c. 


Cleared none 
Sailing vessels Entered with full or part carge, per ton of cargo... 50c. 
Cleared 20 
Entered in ballast with passengers, per horse-power 25 c. 
Steamers. ...+ Cleared without passengers ,, none 
Entered with full or part cargo, per ton of cargo 40 c. 
Cleared 20 ¢. 


NoTe.—Same provision as for Cette, which see, for non-treaty countries. 
DUNKIR%i.—(Decree of the 29th August, 1891.) 
Same charges as at Havre (q.v.). 
: HAVRE.—(Deerees of the 9th June, 1882, and Sth February, 1895.) 


Per ton of cargo. 
VESSSLS ENTERED. Upto | From 601 From 
600 tone to 1,001 tons 
* | 1,000 tons.) upwards. 
Cargoes over 9/10 of coal, | Steamers | 15. 10c, 5c. 
iron ore, or ice f Sailing vessels 30 c. 20 ¢. 10¢. 
over 9/10 of nickel Steamers 20 10 ec. 
Ohaie over 9/10 of timber, 
oak, dye-woods, iron, (Steamers and 40 c. 30 c. 20 ¢. 
guano, corn, maize, rye, ( sailing vessels 
barley and oats 
Other cargoes 50 c. 40 c. 25 ¢. 


In ballast, with or without. passengers, per ton of —— measurc- 
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HAVRE—continued, 
VESSELS CLEARED. 

With full or part cargo, per ton of cargo sae ae aes oo 25. 

In ballast, without passengers... vee none 
§ Steamers... | Per ton of tonnage 6} c. 

measurement 
(| Sailing vessels +e none 
NotE.—In the case of oats, the ton is calculated at 900 kilos. instead of 1,000 

kilos. If, on entering, a vessel -has not required a broker’s services, she shall be 
charged, on clearing in ballast, at the rate of a vessel entering in ballast. 


HONFLEUR.—(Royal Ordinance of the 12th November, 1838.) 
Entered in ballast, per tonof tonnage measurement 124 ¢, 


In ballast, with passengers 


Cleared ” none 
Bailing vessels Entered with full or part cargo, per ton of cargo... 50 c. 
Cleared in ballast without passengers aud ++» none 

Cleared " with passengers, per horse-power 12} ec, 
Steamers’ ...< Entered 25 c. 


Entered with full or part cargo, per ton of cargo os Os 
Cleared pa 25 
LA ROCHELLE.—(Deeree of the 29th May, 1893.) 
f Entered in ballast, without passengers uae +.» none 
Cleared 


Sailing vessels ) Pntered with full or part cargo, per ton of cargo... 50. 
Entered in ballast with passengers, per ton of tonnage 
Steamers measurement 25 c. 
and Entered » without ,, at none 
Sailing vessels | Cleared » With 25 
Cleared without ,, none 
Entered with full or part cargo, per ton of cargo... 50c, 
Steamers... Cleared 50 c. 
MARSEILLES. 


The decree of June, 1842, has become obsolete, and brokers receive a lump 
sum varying between 25 frs. and 80 frs. per ship (entrance and clearance in- 
cluded). The sum is fixed by the broker engaged, and depends upon the size of 
the ship and the frequency of her calls at Marseilles. Steamers calling regularly 
pay, as a rule, from 20 frs. to 50 frs. for brokerage services, including both 
entrance and clearance. 


NANTES.—(Royal Ordinance, 13th October, 1842.) 
(The charges are made up of a fixed sum, plus a proportional amount.) 


Propor- |p; Propor- 
Fixed sum. tiona sum. Fixed sum. tionalsum, 
(Additional charges 
for oral interpreta- 
tion in case of non- 
treaty countries.) 
Sailing vessels, entering or clear-| 12 fr. none 6 fr, none 
ing in ballast 
Steamer, entering or clearing on 12 fr. none 6 fr. none 
ballast without passengers 
Per ton of per ton of 
cargo. cargo 
Steamers or sailing vesselsenter-| 12 fr. 50 c. 6 fr. 25 ¢. 
ing with cargo 
Steamers or sail- 
: by theowners| 12 fr. 25 c. none none 
ing vessels clear- 
by others...) 12 fr. 50 c. 6 fr, 
p2r horse per horre 
power power 
Steamers, entering or clearing} 12 fr. 25 c. 6 fr. 12} ¢. 
in ballast, with passengers 
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ROUEN.—(Decree of the 17th January, 1838.) 


| Per ton of cargo. 
Upto 1,001) over 1,500 
VE:SELS ENTERED. 1,000 tons. 1,500 tons. tons. 
Cargoes, 9/10 of coal, pig ( Steamers Shel ce 10 c¢. 5c. 
iron, iron ore, raw salt, 
ice, kaolin and felspar Sailing vessels. 25. 20 c. 10. 
Cargoes,9/l0ofiron,timber,{ Steamers and; 40c. 30 
’ manure, grain or seed sailing vessels 
Other cargoes... 50 c. 30 c. 
In ballast, steamers and sailing vessels, per ton of tonnage 12} ¢c. 


measurement 
VESSELS CLEARED. 


With full or part cargo... | ects: } Per ton of cargo ... 252. 


In ballast none 
ST. MALO.—(Deeree of the 24th June, 1893.) 
_ (The charges are made up Fixed Proportional sum. 
at). pins 4 properties From 1 to |From601to| Over 1,000 
. 500 tons. | 1,000 tons. tons. 
| SAILING VESSELS. 
| Entered in ballast ose eo] 12 fr. none none none 
Cleared in ballast 12 fr. none none none 
i Cleared in ballast when entered none none none none 
) with cargo Per ton of cargo. 
Entered with full or part cargo...| 12 fr, 50 | 40 c¢. 35 c. 
Cleared ” ” 12 fr. 25 20 c. 1b 
STEAMERS. Per horse-power. 
Entered in ballast with pass-| 12 fr, 25 c. (max. 39 fr.) 
engers 
Entered in ballast without) 12 fr, none 

passengers 
Cleared in ballast without pass-| 192 fr. none 

engers 

Cleared in ballastwith passengers} 12 fr, 25 (max. 30 fr.) 

Per ton of cargo. 
Entered with full or part cargo} 12 fr. 20 ¢. 174 ¢. lc. 

of coal, cast-iron, ores and 

pitch 
Entered with full or part cargo} 12 fr. 50 c. 40 ¢. 39 ¢. 
of other goods 

Cleared with full or part cargo...} 12 fr, 25 c. 20 c. 15c 
ST. NAZAIRE. 

There is no special tariff for the Port of St. Nazaire, and the local brokers 
charge according to the tariff in force at Nantes (which see). They make, 
however, in certain cases, some allowances, which have to be debated between 

| the master of the ship and the broker selected. 


| 
| 
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XX.—TONNAGE DUES IN PORTUGUESE COLONIAL 
PORTS. 


A despatch, dated 19th December last, has been received at 
the ae Office from H.M. Minister at Lisbon, transmitting 
copies and translation of a Royal Decree of the 7th December 
last, fixing the amount of tonnage dues leviable in the Portu- 

ese Colonial Possessions. 

The decree, which embodies the whole of the provisions on 
this subject as set forth in various decrees, read as follows :— 


Article 1—Portuguese and foreign sailing and steam vessels 
entering the ports in the Portuguese trans-marine provinces 
will be liable to the payment of tonnage dues as laid down in 
the following articles :— 

§ These dues shall be levied at the first Customs station 
or port entered. After which, on the same voyage (to and 
from) the vessel in question may call at any ports of the 
same province without paying any further tonnage dues, 
provided such vessel does not depart from the waters of 
the province. 

‘Article 2—In Guinea, in Saé Thomé and Principe, at 
Ambriz, in Loanda, Benguella, and Mossamedes, in the Pro- 
vince of Mozambique, and in that of Timor, the tonnage dues 
will be levied as laid down in the annexed Schedule No. 1, sub- 
ject to the conditions set forth in the paragraph of Article 1:— 

§ No tonnage dues will be levied in the Congo, but the 
Government reserve the right of enforcing in due time 
the provisions laid down in Article 6 of this decree. 


Article 3—In the province of Cape de Verde, the rates of 
tonnage dues will be levied in accordance with the annexed 
Schedule No. 2, subject to the conditions laid down in the 
paragraph to Article 1. 


Article 4.—Tonnage dues are abolished in the port of Macao. 
§ Steam vessels of any tonnage coming from Hong Kong, 
Canton, Pac-Hoi, Hoi-han, from ports in the West River, 
or from any other Chinese ports, are also exempted from 
the payment of other port dues. 


‘Article 5.—The rates of tonnage dues in Portuguese India 
are to be levied in accordance with the annexed Schedule No. 3. 


Article 6.—The Government are authorised to impose, in due 
time, rates in return for quays, stores, lighthouses, or for other 
special services which may be established for the benefit of 
navigation and trade in any transmarine ports. 


Article 7—Any laws contrary to this decree are hereby re- 
voked. 


| 
| 
| 
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Schedule No. 1 referred to in the 2nd Article of this Decree. 
Currency. Sterling.* 
Sea-going sailing ships per each ton measure- eis. d. 

ment, equal to 100 English cubic feet in oe 8 
Sea-going steam vessels per each ton measure- 

ment ... jos 50 2°66 
Sea-going steam vessels engaged in regular lines 

of navigation between the mother country 

and the Transmarine Provinces, per ton 

measurement ... one 25 1:33 
Vessels engaged in the small coasting trade of 

each Transmarine Province and only once a 

year, reckoning from the date of each pay- 

ment per ton measurement ... 60 8 


Exemptions. 


The following vessels are exempted from the payment of 
tonnage dues :— 
_ (a) Ships of war under any flag. 

(6) Vessels belonging to yacht clubs duly constituted and 
recognised. 

(c) Any merchant vessel that may be exempted from the 
payment of such dues by any onerous contract, or in consequence 
of any international treaties, or of any special laws or enact- 
ments. 

(d) Any Portuguese or foreign vessels exclusively engaged in 
the fishing trade, all tugs or undecked vessels irrespective of 
their tonnage, as well as any coasting vessels of less than 20 
tons measurement. 

(e) Any vessels calling by forced entry at any port, provided 
they do not effect any commercial operations. 

(f) All vessels entering and clearing in ballast, as well as 
those which may have entered with a cargo, but shall sail in 
bailast for the purpose of undergoing repairs, even if it should 
be at a foreign port, and then return to fetch their cargo. 

(g) Any steamers calling only for the purpose of taking in 
provisions or coal. 

(A) All vessels entering and sailing without effecting any, 
commercial operations and also, even if they should have done 
so, in case they are considered unseaworthy, and about to be 
broken up. 

(7) Vessels conveying any persons saved from shipwreck, any 
nee or other persons by order of any Consuls or other 
ocal authorities. 

(7) Vessels entering any port for the sole and exclusive pur- 
pose of receiving the cargo that has been discharged from any 
other vessel in consequence of a duly proved case of force 
majeure. 

(&) Vessels conveying only specie either in coin or in bars. 


* 4,500 Reis = £1 sterling. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Schedule No. 2 referred to in the 3rd Article of this Decree. 


Currency. Sterling. 
Sea-going sailing ships per each ton measure- vis. d. 

ment, equal to 100 English cubic feet _... 53 2°82 
Sea-going steam vessels, per each ton measure- 

ment ... ose eee 18 0°96 
Sea-going steam vessels, engaged in regular 

lines of navigation between the mother 

country and the Transmarine Provinces of 

Cape de Verde, per ton measurement po 9 0°48 
Vessels engaged in the small coasting trade o 

the said Province of Cape de Verde, per 

each ton measurement, and only once a year 

reckoning from the date of each payment ... 53 2°82 


Exemptions. 


The following vessels are exempted from the payment of 
tonnage dues :— 

(a) Ships of war under any flag. 

(6) Vessels belonging to yacht clubs duly constituted and 
recognised. 

(c) Any merchant vessels that may be exempted from the 
payment of such dues by any onerous contract, or in con- 
sequence of any international treaties, or of any special laws 
or enactments. 

(d) Any Portuguese or foreign vessels exclusively engaged in 
the fishing trade, all tugs or undecked vessels irrespective of 
their tonnage, as well as any coasting vessels of less than 20 
tons measurement. 

(e) Any vessels calling by forced entry at any port, provided 
they do not effect any commercial operations. 

(f) Vessels shipping or discharging small parcels only, 
although subject to Customs duties, provided the total weight 
of such parcels shall not be in excess of 30 tons per each ship. 

(g) All vessels entering and sailing in ballast, as well as 
those which may have entered with a cargo, but shall sail in 
ballast for the purpose of undergoing repairs, even if it be at 
a foreign port, and then returning to fetch their cargo. 

(h) Any steamers calling only for the purpose of taking in 
provisions or coal. 

() Vessels entering and sailing without effecting any com- 
mercial operations and also, even if they should have done so, 


in case they are considered unseaworthy and about to be broken 


(j) Vessels conveying any persons saved from shipwreck any 
prisoners or other persons by order of any Consuls or other 
local authorities. 

(k) Vessels entering any port for the sole and exclusive pur- 
pose of receiving the cargo that has been discharged from any 
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other vessel, in consequence of a duly-proved case of force 
majeure. ; 

(1) Vessels conveying only specie either in coin or in bars. 

(m) Whenever at the port of St. Vincent, Cape de Verde, a 
vessel shall only land and disembark any number of passengers, 
and not more than four at any other port in the province, irre- 
spective of the place of departure or destination, provided no 
operation whatever is effected as regards the shipment or dis- 
charge of articles of merchandise. 

N.B-—The trans-Atlantic packets, which call at the port of 
the isiand of St. Vincent, Cape de Verde, for the purpose of 
delivering or receiving the Post Office mails in virtue of con- 
tracts with the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty for 
carrying out the International postal service, are exempted, 
while such contracts are in force, from the payment of any 
dues and other harbour rates, of any kind whatsoever, provided 
the afcresaid packets do not effect any commercial operations, 
due respect being shown to the clauses concerning the exemp- 
tions above mentioned. 


Schedule No. 3 referred to in Article 5 of this Decree. 
Tonnage dues. 


Article 1—Port of Marmagao. 

(a) Any vessels entering the port of Marmagao from the high 
seas, of 10 tons or more, shall pay per ton measurement, and 
once a-month for every 30 days, 1 tanga.* 

(b) Tugs, passage boats, and vessels for fluvial navigation, 
moved by steam, shall pay twice a-year, per ton, 1 tanga. 

(c) The dues specified in the preceding clauses a and b are 
exclustve of the dues assigned to the other ports mentioned 
in the schedule, saving the exception in Article 3. 

Article 2.—Ports in Pictaanees India except Marmagao. 

(a) Ail vessels from the high seas entering any of the ports 
referred to in this Act of 10 tons and more, shall pay per ton, 
once a-month, or for every 30 days, 2 tanga. 

(6) Coasting passenger steamers of 10 tons and more, and 

rovided with the pass mentioned in Article 39 of the pre- 
aati rules of the Customs Tariff of 1892, shall pay per 
ton, and only once a-year, or for every 365 days, 6 tanga. 

(c) The dues fixed in the preceding clauses a and 6 are levied 
in the Customs House of the first port of this group which 
the vessel may enter, and she will be at liberty to enter any 
other ports of the group within 30 days Ses the case of 
clause a) and within 365 days (in the case of clause b) without 
having to pay any further dues. 

Article 3.—For all ports in Portuguese India, including Mar- 
magao. 

(a) Steamers or ships (de gavea, or with round tops), placing 


* 1 tanga = 60 reis = 3°20d, 
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Portuguese India in communication with the mother country, 
although calling at more than one port in Portuguese India, 
including Marmagao, shall pay per ton, 2 tanga. 

(6) This tax will be tw 4 at the first port at which the 
vessel may call, it being, however, understood that out of these 
receipts 1 tanga per ton is to be handed to the port of Mar- 
magao—in case the vessel should enter that port—and the 
balance, 1 tanga, will go to the other ports. The vessel may 
then, in the same voyage, enter any other ports in Portuguese 
India, without having to pay any further impost. 


Exemptions. 


The following vessels are exempted from the payment of 
tonnage dues :— 

(2) Ships of war under any flag, yachts belonging to any 
legally constituted and recognised clubs, vessels exclusively 
engaged in the fishing trade, whether Portuguese or foreign, 
those of less than 10 tons measurement, and lastly, those which 
in virtue of any onerous contract or on account of any inter- 
national treaties or any special laws or provisions, may be 
exempted from the payment of the said dues. 

(b) Any vessels entering and sailing in ballast, and when, 
having arrived with a cargo, they sail in ballast in order to 
undergo repairs at any port, and then return also in ballast. 

(c) Steamers calling solely for the purpose of taking in pro- 
visions or coal. 

(d) Any vessels which, although they may have effected some 
commercial operations, shall be condemned as unseaworthy and 
broken up at the port of entry. 

(e) Any vessels conveying only persons saved from ship- 
wreck, prisoners, paupers, or any other persons by order of any 
Consuls, issued on special grounds. 

(f) Whenever any of the operations of loading and unload- 
ing cargo shall not exceed one ton. 

(g) Any vessels only carrying passengers, and landing or 
receiving not more than five passengers. 

(h) Any vessels entering any port for the special and sole 
purpose of receiving the merchandise of other vessels which 
have discharged their cargoes in duly proved cases of force 
majeure. 

(2) Any vessels conveying only precious metals, either in 
coin or bars. 

(j) Any vessels entering and departing without effecting any 
commercial operations. 


The under-mentioned acts are not considered to be commercial 
operations :— 

The landing of merchandise in order to enable the vessel to 
undergo the necessary repairs, or disinfection in the event of 
quarantine. 


Cc 


| 
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The sale of any damaged articles of merchandise, or of any 
part of the cargo for payment of expenses incurred by the ship, 
provided the captain can prove his inability to raise money for 
that purpose in any other way. 

The transhipment to another ship in the case of vessels which 
may have had to put into port through force majeure—of any 
articles of ‘merchandise which cannot be conveyed to their 
destination with due safety or which may become deteriorated 
or depreciated in value on account of the delay in forwarding 
the same. 

Article 4—The Governor-General of the State of India is 
authorised, with the advice of the agent of the Marmagao Rail- 
way, and of the proper departments, to substitute, in the port 
of Marmagao, instead of the tonnage dues as laid: down in 
Article 1, a tonnage rate levied on the actual weight of the 
merchandise shipped by and discharged from the steamers 
which, calling at that port in their regular course, may ship 
or discharge a limited quantity of merchandise, the maximum 
of which will be fixed. 

Article 5.—The aforesaid Governor is likewise authorised, 
with the advice of the proper Departments, to make any 
alterations in this schedule that may be called for owing to the 
necessity of placing in our ports, the tonnage dues under such 
conditions as will combine the interests of trade with those of 
the public Treasury, taking into consideration the mode of 
proceeding in this matter in the neighbouring foreign ports. 

Article 6.—The Central Government shall at once be made 
acquainted with the use which may be made of the powers con- 
ferred in virtue of Articles 4 and 5, and their sanction applied 
for. 
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XXI—CUSTOMS TARIFF OF GERMAN EAST AFRICA. 


The Foreign Office have received, through H.M. Ambassador 
at Berlin a copy of the new decree regulating Customs matters 
in German East Africa. 

The following tariff of import and export duties were to come 
into force in the German colony above named on the. Ist 
January last :— 

A.—Tariff of Import Duties. 


Addi- 
tional’ | Total 
No. Description of Goods. Duty. | Duty” | payment, Remarks, 
Sac- 
tion Fee). 
1 Spirituous liquors of all 
sinds, excepting beer,(} 50 | 159 | 20% 
wine, vermouth and ° ° ° 
sparkling wines ...... P eo 
2 | Maize, negro-corn, len- 
tils, and all similar] | 30 pesa ove 30 pesa 
corn and pulse not per per 
otherwise mentioned | |100 ratel 100 ratel 
in this tariff ....... pani 
30 pesa ovo 30 pesa 
3 | Rice, unl nse per per Mixtures of hulled 
100 ratel 100 ratel and unhulled rice 
40 pesa oe 40 pesa will be charged as 
100 ratel 100 ratel 
( | 80 pesa * 80 pesa 
100 ratel 100 ratel 
6 | Fish, dried and salted ...J 5°, | 10°, | 15°, 
7 | All other goods and wares ; 
not otherwise mentioned, 
except those in the free 
list (see below)............] 5 


Norte I.—Except in so far as exceptions are specially made, the fact of the goods 
in question being new or used makes no difference in the payment of the duties. 
(NOTE II.—Ratel = 1 Ib. avoirdupois. 


List of Articles free of import duty and of additional duty 
(transaction fee). 


1. Goods and wares destined to repair ships damaged at sea, 
whether transhipped in bond or landed, on the condition that 
they are re-exported. 

2. All goods or wares destined for the Imperial Government, 
or belonging to them. 

3. All personal outfits of officers and petty officers of the local 
forces, as also of employees and other persons belonging to 
the Government and Post Office. 

- 4. Coals, as also supplies for the vessels of the Government 
eet. 


5. Agricultural machines and tools and other appurtenances 
thereof. 


c 2 


192 CUSTOMS TARIFF OF GERMAN EAST AFRICA. _ [Feb. 1899. 


All materials for roads, tramways, railways, and other means 
of transport and accessories, but only when for use in the Ger- 
man East African Colony; this to be shown by an official 
certificate. 

6. The coins of the German East Africa Company. 

7. Used tools for handicrafts or like tools required for 
artisans or artificers who settle in German East Africa, and 
which are brought with them. 

8. Physical, medicinal, and similar instruments, not im- 
ported for trading purposes; also medicines, books, prints, 
patterns of no value, statues, pictures with or without frames— 
excepting photographic apparatus and appurtenances, and books 
having blank pages, and paper prepared for bills, marks, or 
labels, freight Fills, &e. 

9. Household effects, furniture, ready-made clothes, and linen 
imported on marriage or change of residence for their own 
household use by persons arriving with the intention of settlin 
for a long time in the country, when it is shown by an officia 
certificate that they intend to reside a long time in the Protec- 
torate. 

10. All articles imported by Christian missions which are 
intended for the purposes of church services, for educational 
purposes, or for the care of sick persous. 

11. Small quantities of articles of consumption which 
travellers bring with them in their luggage, if they do not 
exceed a value of 5 rupees; also used clothes and linen not 
imported for sale. 

12. Live animals of all kinds. 

13. Such articles as have gone abroad for repairs, &c., and 
which are returned, when on exportation, notice is given to 
Custom Houses of Class I. and II. that they will be again im- 
ported. This is to take place within nine months of the day on 
which they are exported. This facility is given on the con- 
dition that the commodities have not increased beyond the 
original value by the repairs, &c. 

14. Seeds, plants, trees, and other growing plants for plant- 
ing out. 

Note——As seeds, are not included maize, negro-corn, rise, 
“ chiroko,” and similar local agricultural products. 

15. Used empty packing cases, barrels, sacks, tin and other 
laa imported full, on the condition of being re-exported 
later. 

Similar new packing coverings, on the due identification and 
control of their re-exportation, and if the import duties are 
guaranteed (for the space of one year) in case of their remaining 
in the territory. 

16. Gravestones and ornaments for graves, when not im- 
‘ported for trading purposes. 

17. Articles of consumption of all kinds which are con- 
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sumed at the mess of the Government hospital, on due attesta- | 
tion by the doctor of that establishment. 

18. Manures and disinfecting materials, so long as they are 
imported and used by the planters themselves. 


B.—Tariff of Export Duties. 


No. Description of Article. Duty. a Payment. Remarks, 
tion Fee.) 
2 | Tus tamus} 1 raw ucts, under 
oad wit bor to of this 
3 | Horns of all kinds oof 10%, | 15%, | 11°69, | Tariff, are to be 
4 | Hidesandskins ... | 15°, |115°%, | charged duty like 
5 | Tortoiseshell ... eof 10%, | 15°, | 1156S, | them 
6 | Cowries and other shells...) 5°, | 15°, | 
7 | Copal 16%, | | 166 
18 rupees’ 18 rupees 
8 | Caoutchouc per 
{ |L00 ratel 100 ratel 
11 | Clove-stems _ 


12 | Pepper of all kinds 10°/, | | 115°, 
13 | Negro tobacco (suitably; 5°/, 
prepared and packed)... 
14 | Syrup (asali), treacle and) 3°5°, | 15°, 5, 


15 pesa pesa 
16 |Sesame... | per 
100 ratel 100 ratel 
17 | Maize, negro-corn, lentils 
and all similarcornand | | 15 pesa 15 pesa 
pulse crops not other- per —_— per 
wise mentioned in the| |100 ratel 100 ratel 
tariff as liable to duty 
15 pesa 15 pesa 
18 |Rice, unhulled per _ e 
100 ratel 100 ratel 
20 pesa 20 pesa | Mixtures of hulled 
19 | Rice, hulled “ee per a per and unhulled rice 
100 ratel 100 ratel} will be charged the 
me 40 pesa 40 pesa | duty for hulled rice 
20 | “ Chiroko” ove per — per 
100 ratel 100 ratel 


21 | Ebony, red ebony, sandal} 65%, 5% | 
and other similar fine 
woods 

22 | All other woods, beams,| 10 °, 10%, 
planks (thick and thin), 
posts, wood for ship- 
building and firewood 


23 | Mats, sacks and baskets} 35°), | 1°5°/, 5%, 
of bast, grass for plait- 
ing and palm leaves 

24)Camels... ... each] 5rupees; — _ | 5 rupees 
Horses... — 2 , 
Donkeys (Muscat) ,, |20 ,, — 20 , 

»  (Chalf-bred u 

and Wanjamwesi) 


Addi- 
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B — TARIFF OF Export DUTIES—continued. 


Addi- 
tional ‘otal 
No. Description of Article. Duty. (ieee _ | Payment. 
tion Fee.) 
-24.| Cattleover2 yearsold ,, |20rupees) — (|20rupees, 
under ” ” 2» 12 
Sheep and goats... , | 4 5, 
Chickens ofall kinds ,, | 16 pesa oa 16 
26 | Fresh meat of all kinds...| 10°/, 5°, |} 16% 
27 | All other goods and wares} — 
of African origin not 
mentioned above, with 
the exception of those in 
the Free List (see below) 


List of Articles not liable to export duty or “ additional duty” 
(transaction fee). 


1. All goods belonging to the Imperial Government, or goods 
of African origin. 

2. Exported cattle for killing and fresh meat, and all local 
agricultural products for the use of the Imperial Navy. 

3. Clothes and linen. 

4. Goods or wares of African origin exported by travellers 
or ships’ crews; also similar wares taken on board European 
vessels by coloured hawkers, if not exceeding a total value of 
20 rupees. 

5. All ethnographieal objects not exported for trading pur- 

oses. 
. 6. Animals of all kinds (dead or alive) if not of profitable 
nature. 

7. Suckling camels, horses, donkeys, calves, lambs, kids, 
following their dams. 

8. The products of local plantations worked by Europeans. 

9. Copra. 

10. Such goods as are imported from abroad into the German 
territory with notice that they will later be re-exported, when 
their identity is shown to the satisfaction of the Customs, and 
when the re-exportation is effected within nine months. 
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XXIIL—CUSTOMS TARIFF OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN 
CUSTOMS UNION. 


The following Customs Tariff, as published in the Cape of 
Good Hope Government Gazette, came into operation on January 
8rd, 1899, in the following territories, forming the South African 
Customs Union, viz., The Cape of Good Hope, the Orange Free 
State, Natal, Basutoland, and the Bechuanaland Protectorate under 
the direct administrative control of the High Commissioner :— 


No. Articles. Duty. 


CLASS I.—Sprcran RATEs. d. 


1 | Ale, beer and cider; all kinds of strength exceed- 
ing two per cent. of proof spirit— 
(@) in vessels of not — content than one 


Imperial quart oF per imp. gal. 
(2) in other vessels, bulk or wood 
2 | Acetic acid one ose ” 


3 Animals, viz. :-— 
(a) mules and geldings, and cattle for wee each 


ooo 

ono one 

o woo 


(6) sheep for slaughter ... 
4 | Beads, known as “ Kaffir beads” ... per lb. 
5 | Bicycles, tricycles and velocipedes, including ac- 
cessories -. per £100 | 12 10 


6 | Blasting compounds, including all kinds of explo- 
sives suitable and intended for blasting, and not 


suitable for use in firearms... so ©6per Ib. 0 0 8 
7 | Butter, butterine, margarine, ghee and other 25.8 
stitutes for butter ... 00 8 
8 | Candles ... ” 00 2 
9 | Cement . ose 0 6 
10 | Cheese ... ay oo per Ib, 00 8 
11 | Chicory, and substitutes for coffee ... ote per 100lbs.} 016 8 
12 | Coffee— 
(a) raw 06 8 
(d) roasted, ‘ground or mixed “fe ” 016 8 
13 | Cocoa and chocolate, unsweetened . per lb. 001 
14 | Cocoa and milk, chocolate and milk, or coffee and 
milk ... 
15 | Condensed, or ‘desiccated, or preserved ‘milk or 
cream ar ss r100lbs.} 0 4 2 
16 | Coals, coke, or patent fuel... eee per ton 0 2,000 lbs.| 0 3 O 


17 | Confectione including sweetened cocoa or 
chocolate, oney, jams, jellies, preserves, sweet- 
meats, candied or preserved ginger or chow-chow, . 
and all other kinds compounded, made, or pre- ; 
served with sugar, but including purely medi- 
cinal pen Properly classed as apothecary 
ware ... .-per 018 9 
18 | Corn and grain, viz. “Barley, maize, millet, oats, 
rye, wheat, beans ond peas— 
(a) in the grain ; 
(b) crushed, flaked, ground, hulled, malted, 
pearled, split, or otherwise prepared, 
except oats not in the grain, and bran ...per 100lbs.| 0 2 0 
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No. Articles. Daty. 
CLASS I.—SpPrEcIAL RATES (continued). 
18 | Corn and grain, &c. (continued). £8. d. 
*(e) flour, wheaten, or wheaten meal, ny 
lard oe ove 100lbs,| 0 4 6 
19 | Dates » 0 43 
20 | Fish : Cured, dried, pickled, ‘preserved, pressed or 
smoked, not being of South African catching ... per lb. 001 
21 | Fodder, viz. : Chaff, hay, lucerne, oat-hay and other 
fodder, not otherwise described, but not includ- 
ing bran =e --per100lbs.| 0 1 6 
22 | Fruits: Preserved, of ‘all kinds, bottled, tinned or 
otherwise preserved, including pulp and candied 
23 | Fruit: Dried, of all kinds, including almonds and 
nuts ... ove eee per? ab. 00 2 
24 | Ginger : Green and dry x 00 2 
25 | Gunpowder, and other explosives suitable for use 
in firearms 00 6 
(and 4 per ‘cent. ad valorem in addition.) 
26 | Guns and gunbarrels, firearms— ‘ 
(a) single .. eee ove ooo «per barrel | 1 0 0 
(6) double and other... 015 0 
(and in either case 74 per cent. ad valorem in “addition. ) 
27 | Meats— 
(a) cooked, dried, fresh, chilled, frozen, pressed, 
pickled, salted, smoked or otherwise cured 
or preserved, including lard, fats and other 
similar substances and soups, but not in- 
cluding extracts and essences or fresh beef, 
and chilled or frozen fresh beef ...  ... lb, 00 2 
(b) fresh beef, and chilled or frozen fresh beef * 0.0.1 
28 | Matches— 
(a) wooden— 
In boxes or packages of not more than 
100 matches ++» per gross of boxes or packages| 0 2 0 
In boxes containing more than 100, but 
not more than 200 matches... ” 0.40 
And for every 100 additional matches in 
boxes or packages... reer grossof 100 matches} 0 2 0 
(b) fusees, vestas, or wax mate es, or other 
tent lights used as such— 
n boxes or packages containing not 
more than 50 - per gross of boxes or packages} 0 2 0 
In boxes or packages of more than 50, but 
not more than 100 04 0 
And for every 50 boxes or 
packages gross of 50 matches} 9 2 0 
29 (commonly known as “ Kaffir ‘Oehre”)  ...per100lbs.} 0 5 0 
30 
“ not essential, perfumed, or fish, in vessels 
of not less than one on quart hay imp. gal.| 0 0 3 
(5) essential, or perfumed one - per £100 | 20 0 0 
(¢) fish oil . ove ove ‘per imp. gal.} 0 1 
$1 | Picks and hoes, Kafiir . ss each 00 6 
32 | Pickles, na chutneys, chillies and other condi- 
ments .. coo Ib. 00 2 


* By a special provision, the following Articles will be free from Customs Duty 


on importation into Natal, during a period 


of three years from the commencement 


of this Act, viz.—flour, wheaten, and wheaten meal, including pollard manufactured 
from other than South African’ whcat, and in’ ‘ended for consumption in Natal. 
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No. Articles. Duty. 


CLASS I.—SPECIAL RATES (continued). 


d, 
83 | Pistols and revolvers ... 05 0 
34 | Salt— 
(a) rock... per ton of 2,000 lbs.| 0 2 0 
(4) common, not. including refined or table 
salt a 05 0 
35 | Soap, not including toilet soaps, and oe powders 
and extracts ... «per 100lbs.| 0 4 2 
36 | Spices... ove ove per Ib. 00 2 
37 | Spirits— 
(a) Perfum per imp. gal.| 1 0 0 
(4) Liqueurs and cordials exceeding two per 
cent. of proof spirit, and methylated — * 015 0 


spirits ‘Sictilled from the produce of and in 
the Union, or, in the case of Natal, to rectified 
spirits of wine distilled within the Union 
from the produce of the vine and imported 
solely for use by chemists and druggists in 
the preparation of medicines, perfumery, 
and non-potable articles ordinarily sold in 
the course of their trade.) 


ugar— 
(a) The produce of the cane, not refined, 
glucose, golden syrup, reaper saccharum 


88 | 8 


and treacle ... ..-per 100lbs.| 0 3 6 
(4) not cane, and all refined sugars pi ose » 050 
39 | Tallow, and substitutes for tallow ... on mre + 042 
42 | Tea ove ” 00 6 
43 | Tobacco— 
(a) Cigars and cigarillos ses see ” 060 
(and in addition 7} per cent. ad valorem.) 
(+) Goorak or gooracco and hookah — 
and all imitations or substitutes . aad n 060 
(c) Snuff ... eee oat ” 04 0 
Cigarettes... eos lb. 0 4 0 
(e) Manufactured and cut ate ese ooo ” 0 3 6 
(/) Manufactured, but uncut . ose Pe 03 0 
(g) Not manufactured, but stemmed... 0 2 6 
(A) Not manufactured ‘and unstemmed leaf . 020 


44 | Vinegar, of standard strength, fit for immediate 
use as such (ée., requiring not more than 40 
grains of bicarbonate of potash to neutralize 
one|ounce, troy)— 

(a) in bottles or other vessels of the capacity 


of not more than one imperial quart perimp.gal.| 0 1 0 
(b) Ditto, ditto, in larger vessels or in bulk ... 3 0 0 6 
(c) concentrated extract or essence, of greater 
strength than above... 03 0 
45 | Vegetables— 
(a) pickled, pressed or otherwise per ib, 00 2 
(2) Onions, not preserved 


not exceeding the strength of proof by 
Sykes’ hydrumeter, and so in proportion 
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Article. Duty. 


47 


CLASS I.—SPECIAL RATES (continued), 


Wine— 
(a) Claret, not exceeding 20 per cent of proof 
spirit ... per imp. gal.| 0 6 0 
(4) other than (a) exceeding 2 per cent., but 
not more than 50 per cent. of proof spirit 
(and in addition 73 per cent. ad valorem on 
all wines when imported not in wood) ... 
CNoTE.—Wine exceeding 50 per cent. of 
proof spirit to be classed as spirit). 
Wood— 
(a) unmanufactured (other than teak) «per cub. ft. 
(4) planed or grooved (other than teak) ... ” 
(ec) teak ... ove soe 


ooo 
ooo 
_ 


” 


48 
49 


CLASS II.—FREE. 


The following articles shall be exempted from payment of customs duties 
on importation :— 


Agricultural implements and machinery, and all apparatus and plant 
usually and principally employed in farming operations. 

All raw produce of South Africa, and animals bred in South Africa 
imported overland. 

All animals bred and articles grown, produced or manufactured within the 
Union, except (a) flour, wheaten, or wheaten meal, including pollard, 
manufactured from other than South African wheat ; (4) spirits distilled 
from the produce of and within the Union, if a Customs duty be imposed 
under article XVI. of the convention. * 

Ambulance materials imported by recognised associations, corps or hospitals 
lawfully established for instruction or drill.in first-aid to the wounded. 

Anchors and chain cables for the use of ships, tugs, or lighters. 

Animals living, except mules and geldings, and cattle and sheep for 
slaughter. 

Arms, ammunition, appointments and. uniforms for. the regular military, 
naval, or volunteer, Imperial or Colonial forces.of Her Majesty, or for 
similar or Burgher forces of any Government belonging to the Union. 

Asbestos packing, and boiler composition. 

Atlases, charts, globes, and maps. 

Bags for flour, grain, manure, produce, sugar, wool, coal and minerals, not 
including paper bags, and bagging and sacking in the piece. 

Bands and belting of all kinds for driving machinery, binding twine or 
harvest yarn, boiler tubes, bolting cloth and mill silk. 

Band instruments and stands for the bond fide property of any government 
belonging to the Union, or of a regular military or volunteer corps, and 
not the property of individuals. 

Bones, feathers, ivory, hair, hoofs, horns, shells, skins, teeth, wool and other 
parts of animals, birds, fishes or reptiles, not. being manufactured, 
polished, or further prepared than dried and cleaned, but in their raw 
and unmanufactured state. 

Bookbinders’ requisites, consisting of boards, cloth, leather, marble paper, 
skin, thread, tape, vellum, webbing and wire. 

Books and music, printed, including newspapers and periodicals, not being 
— unauthorised prints of any British or South African copyright 
work. 

Bottles and jars of common glass or earthenware, empty, or imported full 
of any article liable to a rated duty, and bottles empty, commonly used 
for aérated waters. 


* See also Notes to Nos. 18 and 37 of the Special Rates (Class 1.). 


| 
No. | 
£s da 
46 
|_| 
50 
51 
52 
53 
64 
| 55 
56 
57 
| 58 
| 59 
| 60 
| 
61 
62 
63 
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No. Article. 

64 | Boxes, empty, cardboard and wooden, put together or in pieces or shooks 
for packing. 

65 | Brass and copper, and composition metal in bars, ingots, plates and sheets ; 
plain, including perforated, but otherwise unmanufactured. 

66 | Bullion, coin, or specie. 

67 | Carriages, carts, wagons and other wheeled vehicles, the manufacture of 
South Africa, imported overland. 

68 | Church decorations, altars, bells, fonts, lecterns, pulpits, organs, plate or 
vestments, and illuminated windows, imported by or for presentation to 
any religious body. 

69 | Coir, candle-wick, cotton, flax, fibre, flock, hemp and jute ; raw, waste, or 
unmanufactured. 

70 | Consular uniforms and appointments, and printed official consular 
stationery. 

71 | Cork, dust, paper-shavings, sawdust, husks and other waste substances, 
intended and suitable for use only as packing material. 

72 | Corks and bungs. 

73 | Cups, medals, and other trophies imported for presentation, or presented as 
prizes at examinations, exhibitions, shows, or other public competitions, 
for excellence in art, bravery, good conduct, humanity, industry, 
invention, manufactures, learning, science, skill or sport, or for honour- 
able or meritorious public services ; provided that such articles shall on 
importation or delivery free from the Customs bear engraved or otherwise 
indelibly marked on them the name of the presenter or presentee and 
the occasion or purpose for which presented. 

74 | Diagrams, designs, drawings, models and plans. ! 

75 | Diamonds and other gems or precious stones in their rough state. 

76 | Dye-nuts, gambier, myrobalans, sumach, valonia, and other dye-stuff for 
leather. 

77 | Engravings, lithographs, and photographs and enlargements or reproduc- 
tions of the same. i 

78 | Fire-escapes and fire-hose and hose-reels, 

79 | Fire-clay, terra alba, and fire bricks, 

80 | Fish, fresh, and fish ova; also dried, cured or salted fish, and raw fish-oil of 
South African catching. 

81 | Fruit: Fresh or green, including cocoa-nuts, 

82 | Fruit and other produce, driers, or evaporators of. 

83 | Glue. : 

84 | Guano, and other substances, animal, mineral or vegetable. artificial or 
natural, suitable for use as fertilizers or manures. 

and springs for furniture. 

ce. 

87 | Iron and Steel: Angle, bar, channel, hoop, rod, plate, ‘sheet or T, plain, 
including perforated and galvanized; rough and manufactured, not 
including corrugated sheets. uaa 

88 | Lead : Bar, pipe and sheet. 

89 | Leather : ‘Patent, enamelled, roan and morocco, and pig-skin, in the piece. 

90 | Life-boats, belts and buoys, and other life-saving apparatus imported by 
any recognised society. Ay 

91 | Machinery, fitted to be driven by cattle, electric, gas, heat, hydraulic, 
pneumatic, steam, water or wind power, including spare parts, and 

- @pparatus and appliances used in connection with the generating and 
storing of electric power or gas, but not including electric cable or wire, 
or the posts for carrying the same, and not including lamp posts or 
lamps, or their fittings. 

92 | Metal of all sorts in bars, blocks, ingots and pigs for founding, not else- 
where described. 

93 | Mining buckets, skips, trucks, and tubs—wheeled or otherwise—for hauling 
minerals or ores on fails or wires. — 

94 Packing or lagging for engines and machinery. ‘ . 

95 | Paper for printing books, pamphlets, newspapers and posters, or for litho- 


| graphic purposes. 


200) 


CUSTOMS TARIFF OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN UNION. [Feb. 1899. 


Article. 


101 


102 


118 


Paintings, pictures, picture books and etchings. 

Pipes, piping and tubes of earthenware or metal of all kinds, for gas, 
drainage, sewerage, irrigation, water supply or pumping, not including 
downpiping and guttering, or cocks and taps. 

Potash and soda, carbonate, bicarbonate, caustic, crystals and silicate. 

Printing and lithographic inks. 

Printing, lithographing, paper cutting, folding, numbering and perforating 
machines or presses, blocks, formes, fonts, plates, rollers, stones and 
type, and other apparatus suitable only for use in the bookbinding or 
printing industries, 

Public stores, imported or taken out of bond by, and bund fide for the sole 
and exclusive use of the Government of Her Britannic Majesty, or the 
Government of any Colony, State or Territory belonging to the Union, 

rovided that a certificate be delivered to the Customs, given under the 
d of a principal Imperial, Military, Naval, Civil, Commissariat or 
Ordnance Secretary or Officer, or under the hand of a Secretary to any 
Government within the Union, setting forth that any duty levied on 
such public stores would be borne directly by the Treasury of his 
Government; and provided further that no portion of such stores, used 
or unused, shall be sold or otherwise disposed of, so as to come into 
the possession of or into consumption by any parties not legally entitled 
to import the same free of duty, until the intention so te sell or dispose 
of the stores shall have been notified to the principal officer of Customs 
in the Colony, State, or Territory where they were first imported, to 
whom the duty leviable, according to the tariff then in force, shall be 
paid by the Government selling or disposing of the stores. 

Railway construction or equipment requisites, such to mean the following : 
Rails, sleepers, fastenings for rails or sleepers, girders, iron bridgework, 
culvert tops, locomotives, tenders, ballast trucks, goods waggons, car- 
riages, trolleys, engine water tanks, turntables, permanent or fixed 
signals and weighbridges. 

Rattans, cane and bamboo, unmanufactured. 

Resin and carbonate of ammonia, 

Saddle-trees. 

School furniture and requisites ; being all articles certified by the Super- 
intendent-General of Education, or any official appointed for that 
purpose in any Colony, State or Territory in the Union, to be for use in 
any school. 

Sculpture, including casts or models of sculpture. 

Seeds, bulbs, plants and tubers, for planting or sowing only, under such 
regulations as regards edible kinds as the Customs authorities may 
impose to safeguard the revenue against diversion into ordinary con- 
sumption. 

Sheep dip, sheep dipping powders, materials suitable only for dip, and 
dipping tanks, 

Specimens illustrative of natural history. 

Sprayers and sprinklers and other apparatus for destroying pests or diseases 
in stock, plants or trees. 

Staves. 

Steam launches, tugs and lighters: Provided that when condemned or 
landed to be broken up, duty shall be paid at the Customs on the hull 
and all fittings, according to the.tariff that may then be in force. 

Sulphur: Substances for destroying pests or diseases in stock, plants or 
trees ; and disinfectants. 

Thread : Boot and shoe makers’, saddlers’ and sailmakers’, and seaming 
twine. 

Tin and zinc: Bar, plate or sheet, plain or perforated, but otherwise un- 
manufactured. 

Telegraphs and Telephones: Materials and instruments for use in con- 
struction and: working of telegraph and telephone lines. 

Tobacco, the produce of South Africa, imported overland. 


No. | | 
96 
97 
98 
99 
100 
= 
= 
103 
104 
105 
106 
107 
108 
109 
110 
111 
112 
113 
114 
115 | 
116 | 
117 | 
|| | 
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No. Article. 


119 | Tramway construction requisites, such to mean the following: Rails, 
sleepers, fastenings for rails or sleepers, iron gates, girders, iron bridge- 

work, and culvert tops. 

120 | Vaccine virus and toxine. 

121 | Vegetables, fresh or green, but not including potatoes or onions. 

122 | Water boring apparatus. ° 

123 | Wine presses and wine pumps. 

124 | Wine, spirits, and beer, imported direct or taken out of bond by, and for 
the sole use of, commissioned officers serving on fall pay in the regular 

military or naval forces of Her Britannic Majesty, subject to such 

regulations as the Customs may make for the due protection of the 

Revenue, provided that if any such liquors shall be sold or otherwise 

disposed of to or for consumption by any other person not legally 

entitled to import the same free of duty, without the duty being first 

paid thereon to the Customs according to the tariff then in force, then 

they shall be forfeited, and the parties knowingly disposing of such 

liquors or into whose possession the same shall knowingly come, shall be 

liable to such penalties as may be prescribed by law. 

125 | Wool, straw, hay and forage presses. 

126 | Wire and wire netting for fencing; droppers, gates, hurdles, posts, 

standards, strainers, staples, stiles, winders, and other materials or 

fastenings of metal ordinarily used for agricultural or railway fencing. 

127 | Wire rope. 


CLASS III.—GENERAL, Ad Valorem 7} per Cent. 


128 | All goods, wares or merchandise, not elsewhere charged with duty and not 
enumerated in the Free List, and not prohibited to be imported into the 
Union, shall be liable to a duty of 74 per cent. ad valorem, 


CLASS IV.—SpeciaL, Ad Valorem 20 per Cent. 


The following articles shall be liable to a duty of 20 per cent. 
ad valerem. 


129 | Blankets and sheets or rugs, cotton or woollen, or manufactures of cotton 
and wool, commonly used as cotton, or woollen b'ankets or rugs, the 
single article, in pairs, or in the piece, and coats, jackets, or other 
apparel, made of blanketing or baize. : 
130 | Bon-bons, surprise packets and crackers, and other similar fancy con- 
fectionery. 
131 | Cards, playing. 
132 | Varriages, carts, coaches, wagons, and all other wheeled vehicles intended 
for the conveyance of persons or goods, including finished or fashioned 
parts thereof, not being metal parts not usually made in the Union, but 
required in the manufacture of wheeled vehicles therein; but not 
including bath chairs, perambulators, toy carts, store trucks or barrows. 
133 | Extracts and essences of all kinds used as food, flavouring or perfumery, 
including saccharine. 
134 | Fireworks of all descriptions. 
135 | Medicinal preparations, not teing drugs for woe gong | purposes. 
136 | Perfumery, cosmetics, dyes, powders, and soap, or other preparations for 
toilet use, and soap powders and extracts. 
137 | Shawls. 
133 | Soup, concentrated or desiccated. 


q 
q 
q 
q 
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XXIIT—CUSTOMS TARIFF 
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OF NEW SOUTH WALES. 


The “ Australasian Trade Review” publishes the followin 
tariff of New South Wales, as amended, in addition to the old 
duties on spirits, beer, wines, tobacco, and cigars :— 


Permanent Tariff. 


Tea .. 
Biscuits 
Confectionery (including “cakes, 


Sos ‘per Ib. 


oon 


comfits, liquorice, 


liquorice paste, lozenges of all kinds, cocoa-nut in 


sugar, sugar-candy, succades, and sweetmeats) = 
Fruits—Dried, candied, and prunes (exclusive of dates) 


oo 
wore 


Jams and jellies—per lb., or reputed package of that 
weight, and so in proportion for any such reputed 


weight 


Preserved and canned fruits, fruits 8 boiled, peel rained 


ree 
Raw and solid glucose ... 


Molasses and treacle—Glucose, liquid and syrup . ove 


Nero 


DIMINISHING DUTY. 


Candles, per lb., or reputed package of that weight, and 
so in proportion for any such reputed weight ss ae 


ani night lights ... Aa 
After Ist July, 1899... ove 


per lb. 


O 
free. 


New Drawback Regulations 
The following alterations, owing to last year’s reductions in 


the tariff, have been made in 


Schedules No. 1 and 2 to the 


drawback regulations made on 28th January, 1896, such altera- 
tions taking effect as from 1st November last, viz. eat 


Articles. 


Old Drawback Rate. New Rate. 


In SCHEDULE 1— 

Hats—straw, chip, willow, tape and 
braid. 

Piece goods not otherwise enumerated, 
and all portions of piece goods not 
made up, being coatings, vestings, 
trouserings, shirtings, and flannels. 

In SCHEDULE 2— 

Apparel and slops, not mainly made of 
material free of duty, provided that 
the principal material thereof was 
duty paid on importation at the rate 
of 25 per cent. ad val. 


234 per cent. --.| 173 per cent. 


17} percent. _...| 16% per cent. 


13} to 7} per cent.| 84 per cent. 
Or the amount of the. duty paid on 
the material used in the manu- 
facture 


” 04 
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XXIV.—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 


NETHERLANDS. 


Tariff Decisions. 

A despatch received at the Foreign Office from H.M. Minister 
at the Hague states that the import duty on all articles made 
from or mixed with alcohol, which were not specially named 
in a former decree of 17th May, 1877, has been officially fixed 
at one florin sixty-two cents. per kilogram. 


NeTHERLANDS—East INDIES. 


Export Duty on Tin. 


A despatch, dated 17th January last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at the Hague enclosing 
copy and translation of a law by which the export duty on tin 
shipped from Netherlands India is fixed at 3°50 francs per 100 
kilos. On the exportation of tin ore the duty, in accordance 
with provisions to be enacted by Colonial Ordinance, shall be 
levied in proportion to the tin contained in the ore. 


GERMANY. 


Tariff Decisions. 


The Foreign Office have received information, through the 
Commercial Attaché to H.M. Embassy in Berlin, that the Prus- 
sian Ministry of Finance have recently come to a definite 
decision as to the duty properly payable on the following 
articles : — 

Converted or Cemented Steel (‘‘ Cementstahl”’), in bars.—These 
are to be considered as “ malleable iron bars not over 12 centi- 
metres long, for the purpose of re-casting,” and are to be 
charged, when coming from countries having either treaties or 
most-favoured-nation rights, under No. 6 b, 1 m. 50 pf. per 
100 kilos. (93d. per cwt.). When coming from other countries, 
the charge will be the ordinary one of 2 m. 50 pf. (1s. 33d. 

er cwt.). 
: ine SE of Outside Casings of Imported Articles in the 
“ Improvement” and “ Shipbuilding” Trades, which remain in 
the Country—According to a decision of the Bundesrath, of 
12th December, 1889, the outer casings of goods which are im- 

rted from abroad in the “improvement” trade, which are 
iable to duty, and which remain in the country, are to _be 
treated as independent goods, and are to pay duty according 
to the material of which they are made. The same rule applies 
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to the outer casings of goods imported duty-free under the 
provisions of the “ Regulations for Shipbuilding” (Schiff sbau- 
regulativ). In order to remove former doubts, it is now decided 
that the same rules apply even when the imported goods are 
liable to duty on their “ gross” weight. 

Lamp Shades.—Plain lamp shades with only one covering of 
spun tissues or cloth, will be charged, under No. 20, c, 3, at the 
rate of 120 m. per 100 kilos. (al. ls. per ewt.). But if the 
consist of silk stuff, of half-silk laces, and are ornamented wit. 
flowers (artificial), with cloth or tulle round the wire frame, 
they will be charged—as the artificial flowers are not their chief 
characteristic—as millinery, according to Note 3 b, of the intro- 
duction to the “ Official Customs Tariff,” they will then pay at 
the rate of 1,200 m. per 100 kilos., under No. 18a, of the 
tariff (5s. 54d. per lb.). If the lamp shades consist chiefly of 
artificial flowers, made out of woven fabrics or spun goods, with 
or without other stuffs, the shades will be charged at the rate 
of oo . per 100 kilos., under No. 18 g, of the tariff (4s. 1d. 
per lb.). 


FrancE—ITALY. 


Minimum Tariff to Italian Goods entering France. 


A despatch, dated 4th February, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Embassy in Paris, transmitting copy 
of extract from the “Journal Officiel,” containing law autho- 
rising the Government to apply the minimum tariff toall Italian 


goods imported into France, with the exception of silks and 
silk goods. 


FrancE—West AFRIca. 
Tariff Regulations. 
The Foreign Office have received, through H.M. Ambassador 
in Paris the following information with regard to duties levied 


in the French West African colonies of the Ivory Coast, 
Dahomey, and the French Soudan :— 


Ivory Coast.—Decrees, dated the 11th August, 1897, fixed the 
Customs duties on certain foreign goods, and the consumption 
duties on certain articles of food, whatever be their origin. 

Dahomey.—The only duties are consumption duties, fixed by 
the decrees of 10th August, 1894, Ist May, 1895, and 5th Sep- 
tember, 1898, and levied alike on imported goods, and gots 
‘manufactured in the colony. 

French Soudan.—In. this colony has been established a tax 
known as “Oussourou,” of 10 per cent. ad valorem on all goods 
imported by caravan into the colony, as well as a statistical tax 
(droit de statistique) of 10 centimes levied at Kayes on each 
package, whatever its weight, size, or contents. 
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It should be added that goods imported into or exported from 
the Soudan in transit through French Guinea or Senegal, pay 
the duties levied in those colonies respectively. 

With regard, however, to Dahomey, “La Politique Coloniale” 
states that the high duties imposed by the Dahomey Customs 
have forced the merchants trading at Kotonou to desert that 
port, and to send their goods round by Lagos, and that to remedy 
this state of affairs the Customs tariff at Kotonou will be re- 
duced, and a duty of 20 per cent. imposed on merchandise 
leaving Porto Novo and passing through Lagos. 


Iraty—Urveuvay. 
Renewal of Commercial Treaty. 


A despatch, dated 6th December last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Montevideo, report- 
ing that the Italian Minister and the Uruguayan Minister for 
Foreign Affairs have signed a protocol renewing the Treaty of 
Commerce and Navigation between their respective countries 
for three years. This protocol, on the above , ro had still to 
be submitted to the Chambers for approval. 


SwiTZERLAND. 
Tariff Modifications. 

A despatch, dated 23rd January last, has been received from 
H.M. Minister at Berne, transmitting copy of a Swiss Custom 
House notice altering from the Ist March, 1899, the classifica- 
tion of “ Formaldehyde,” used in the manufacture of colours, 
the import duty on which will consequently be reduced from 
8 francs to 2 francs per quintal or metric hundredweight. 


Unitep STATES. 


Customs Regulations with regard to Extension of Special 
Courtesies to Persons arriving from Foreign Countries. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign 
Office, copy of a tariff circular of the United States Treasury 
Department with regard to the extension of special courtesies 
to persons arriving from foreign countries, as follows :— 


“A practice has existed for many years under which this 
Department has occasionally issued instructions to collectors to 
extend special courtesies to persons duly named upon their 
arrival from foreign ports, such instructions having been based 
upon reasons set forth in applications made directly to the 
Department. 

“This privilege was originally granted only to principal mem- 
bers of the diplomatic corps and other high officials of foreign 
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nations, and to invalids and other persons entitled, under some 
peculiar conditions, to humane consideration. 

“The demand for such courtesies has constantly grown in ex- 
tent, and the practice has afforded justifiable ground for pro- 
test against its discrimination between private citizens. The 
Department has also received information which shows that the 
safety of the revenue requires a return to the original purposes 
of the usage. 

“The chief officers of Customs are hereby instructed that the 
extension of special courtesies to arriving passengers will here- 
after be limited as follows :— 

“1. To foreign ambassadors, ministers, chargés d’affaires, secre- 
taries of legation, and high commissioners. 

“2. To similar representatives of this Government abroad 
returning from their missions. 

‘*‘ NoTE.—All the above officers are entitled by international usage to the free 
entry of the baggage and effects of themselves, their families and suites, without 
examination. 

- “3. To such high officials of foreign Governments as shall be 
the subjects of special instructions from this Department. 

~ “4, To invalids and their companions, to persons arriving in 
charge of their dead or summoned home in haste by news of 
affliction or disaster, special courtesies may be extended when- 
ever authority in each case has been received from the Depart- 
ment. 

“No requests for special courtesies will hereafter be granted 

except under the above conditions. 
_ “It is also found imperatively necesary in the interest of the 
revenue to withhold the issuance of passes on the revenue 
vessels which carry the boarding officers to their assigned 
vessels, and such passes will no longer be furnished except 
under the restrictions above set forth regarding courtesies and 
by the special authority of this Department.” 


\ Importation of Medical Preparations. 


The Foreign Office have received, through H.M. Ambassador 
at Washington, copies of a Treasury Department Circular, 
containing an opinion of the United States Attorney-General 
in regard to the taxability of medical preparations under sche- 
dule 8 of the Tariff Act of June 13th, 1898. 

The above may be seen on application at the Commercial 
Department of the Board of Trade 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W.., 
any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


Marking of Imported Goods. 


The following is a copy of a circular of the Treasury Depart- 
ment recently issued :— 

Section 8 of the Act of 24th July, 1897, prescribes that :— 
~All articles of foreign manufacture, such as are usually or 


ordinarily marked, stamped, branded, or labelled, and all pack- 
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ages containing such or other imported articles, shall, respec- 
tively, be plainly marked, stamped, branded, or labelled in 
legible English words in a conspicuous place, so as to indicate 
the country of their origin and the quantity of their contents. 

The Department has been asked as to the proper construction 
of the words “such as are usually or ordinarily marked, 
stamped, branded, or labelled,” some officers of the Customs 
contending that this requirement applies to all goods of a 
class or kind usually marked, such as chinaware, cutlery, &c., 
by whomsoever manufactured, irrespective of the fact that some 
manufacturers of such goods omit commercial markings, such 
as trade-marks, name or designation of manufacturing firm, 
&c., while other officers hold that the terms are to be applied in 
the restrictive sense, so that a line of goods not marked by the 
special manufacturers thereof does not require marking to 
indicate the country of origin, although similar to products of 
other manufacturers which do bear commercial markings. 

In Synopsis 13042, concerning the marking of imported hair 
brushes, the Department stated as follows :— 

Because some hair brushes are marked abroad it does not 
follow that all hair brushes fall within the category of goods 
“which are usually or ordinarily marked,” and vice versd; be- 
cause some are not marked it does not follow that all are ex- 
empted from the requirement of marking with the name of the 
country of origin, the rule being that the class of goods which 
are usually marked shall bear the name of the country of origin, 
and the class of goods which are not marked need not bear such 
name. 

Following this rule, it is held that, irrespective of the custom 
of some manufacturers not to mark their wares, and of the 
custom of other manufacturers to place commercial markings 
on their products, the prevailing custom of manufacturers 
should govern. Certain lines of chinaware, crockery, and cut- 
lery belong to the classes of goods which are usually or ordinarily 
marked; and because some one or more manufacturers choose 
to omit markings, it does not follow that their goods are exempt 
from the above requirement. A distinction may properly be 
made between similar products of different countries, such pro- 
ducts from certain countries being usually marked, while 
articles of identical character from other countries are invari- 
ably destitute of markings and cannot, therefore, be required 
to exhibit the same. 

The attention of officers of the Customs is called to Depart- 
pare ruling of 18th March, 1891 (Synopsis 10832), as fol- 
ows :— 

Where articles of foreign manufacture, required to be marked 
under the provision above referred to, were ordinarily stamped 
at the time of the passage of said Act, the name of the country 
of origin should be stamped thereon; if branded, the name of 
the country should be branded thereon; or if labelled, the 


208 TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. [Feb. 1899. 


name of the country should be labelled thereon; and if marked 
in any other way, the name of the country should be marked 
in the same manner, but that goods which were ordinarily 
stamped at the time of the passage of said Act can not be 
labelled except where the goods had been manufactured prior 
to the passage of that Act, and the stamping or branding or 
otherwise marking is impracticable from the nature of the 
goods. Evidence should be required as to the date of manu- 
facture of the articles which are not stamped or branded, &c., as 
above required. 

Under the above the practice of labelling chinaware, 
crockery, or hardware which bears commercial markings or 
trade designations indelibly stamped or cast in the article 
during the process of manufacture, is irregular and contrary to 
law, and goods so labelled cannot be delivered, and as in most 
cases the proper markings, in Customs custody, would be im- 
practicable, exportation should follow. 

A strict compliance with the terms of this circular will be 
enforced, commencing Ist March, 1899. Goods afloat, in ware- 
house, or in the course of manufacture on lst March, 1899, the 
markings of which do not conform to the above, are primaril 
not admissible to entry, but the Department will consider the 
bond fides of each case on proper presentation after importation, 
and evidence will be required as to the date of manufacture of 
the articles which are not stamped or branded, &c., as required. 


Customs Decisions. 


The following decisions relating to the classification of 
articles in the Customs tariff, and the application of the Customs 
Laws of the United States, have recently been given by the 
authorities in that country :— 

Copper matte is dutiable at the rate of 1} cent. per pound on 
the lead contained therein. 

“ Fish nets,” so called, in the form of plain net, and not com- 
mercially known as laces, and “braids,” not known as laces, 
edgings, insertings, or trimmings, are classified for duty at 40 
per cent. ad valorem. 

Cotton blankets, having about 6 per cent. in value of wool, 
sufficient to improve their appearance and merchantable char- 
acter, are dutiable as “blankets * * * composed * * * in part of 
wool,” and not as cotton cloth. 

Printed sheets of books, &c., and electrotype or stereotype 
plates, made from type set in a foreign country, are prohibited 
importation into ports of the United States. 

“ Flaz straw,” as distinguished from the “tow of flax,” and 
certain merchandise used for upholstering and not for spinning 
purposes, is liable to duty as “ flax straw” and not as “tow of 
flax.” 


Tennis jackets, composed chiefly of cotton, with a small per- 


| 
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centage of wool, are dutiable as “wearing apparel, of which 
cotton is the component material of chief value,” at 50 per cent. 
ad valorem, and not as articles of wearing apparel, composed 
wholly or in part of wool.” 

“ Scutching tow,” produced in the process of scutching or of 
hackling flax, which is largely ak for the manufacture of 
coarse yarns, twine, rope, and coarse cloth, although chiefly used 
for paper stock, is dutiable as “ tow of flax,” at $20 per ton, and 
is not free as “ paper stock * * * fit only to be converted into 

aper.” 
: Blocks for gunstocks are assessed for duty at 35 per cent. as 
“gun blocks planed on both sides.” 


Certification of Invoices. 


A despatch dated 18th January last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Washington, trans- 
mitting copy of letter addressed by the Department of State at 
Washington to the consular officers of the United States. The 
following is a copy of the letter in question :— 

To the Consular Officers of the United States: 

Gentlemen,—I append for your information and guidance a 
copy of a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, relative to 
the certification of invoices. You are instructed to strictly 
comply with the two rules therein proposed, which are hereby 
approved by this Department. 

Under the second rule, when a firm in Manchester, for in- 
stance, ships goods directly to the United States from another 
consular district, the Consul at Manchester will neither issue 
the consular certificate to the invoice nor authenticate the 
signature of the firm to the invoice or declaration. 

All that is necessary in such a case is for the firm in Man- 
chester to sign the invoice and declaration, and then send it by 
mail for certification to the Consul in whose district the mer- 
chandise was at the time when its destination for the United 
States was fixed. 

The suggestion made by the Secretary of the Treasury as to 
the impropriety of continuing to permit agents to sign invoices 
and invoice declarations is accepted by this Department as a 

general policy. It is nevertheless thought best consular 

officers some -discretionary power in the matter, as there are 
—— in which signature by agent is proper and unavoid- 
able. 

You will however, strictly enforce Paragraph 672 of the 
Consular Regulations, refusing to recognise any agent who has 
not a sufficient personal raase Bl of the facts set forth in the 
invoice and declaration. 

Iam, &c., 


(Signed) Tuos. W. Cripier, 
Third Assistant-Secretary. 
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The following is a copy of the letter enclosed in the above 
communication :— 


Treasury Department, Office of the Secretary. 
Washington, D.C., 21st November, 1898. 


To the Honourable the Secretary of State. 


Sir,—Referring to previous correspondence regarding the 
consular certification of invoices at Manchester, England, I 
have now the honour to inform you that the various parties in 
interest have continued to press upon this Department their 
desire for a modification of existing requirements, and one of 
the Treasury special agents residing abroad has recently been 
authorised to confer with purchasers and exporters and with the 
United States Consul at Manchester for the purpose of arriving 
at some plan by which, without a violation of the provisions of 
the administrative Act, greater facilities may be extended to 
shippers in respect to such certification. 

In his report the special agent cites the opinion rendered on 
15th July, 1897, by the _ aaa the Attorney-General 
(S. 18270), in which he holds that the personal attendance of an 
exporter at the office of the Consul is not required by the pro- 
visions of law governing consular certification. 

Ex-Secretary of State Olney, in his despatch to consular 
officers, dated 21st October, 1896, says: “The apparent inten- 
tion of Congress was to dispense with oaths as a part of the 
formal documentation of merchandise for importation into the 
United States.” “The verification by oath of invoices of mer- 
chandise subject expressly or in effect to ad valorem duty may 
be required when the consular officer, to whom invoices are 
presented, has reasonable ground to suspect undervaluation. . .” 

It appears to be a practice in vogue at many of the consulates 
for exporters to appear by proxy before the Consul for the 
purpose of making declaration to invoices. In most of these 
cases the person so presenting himself is armed with a power 
of attorney from the exporter. This practice is attended with 
many evils, and should be discontinued. The proxy is, in most 
cases, ignorant of the facts to which he testifies; in one dis- 
trict it was found that a practising physician of the town acted 
at the consulate as the representative of fourteen manufacturers. 
It must be admitted that declarations so made are without 
value or effect so far as establishing the facts declared to. It 
appears to this Department that a declaration actually signed 
by the exporter would be of more effect, even if transmitted by 
mail to the address of the Consul. 

In view of all the circumstances attending this question, this 
Department suggests, as to the consulate at Manchester, the 
following rules :— 

1. Invoices of merchandise bought elsewhere in Great Britain 
and Ireland and sent from the place of manufacture ene f 
to Manchester in order that the goods may be examined, 
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accepted, and repacked for shipment by the purchaser at Man- 
chester, may be consulated in Manchester the same as if they 
were produced originally in that district. 

2. Invoices of merchandise purchased by firms in Manchester 
from manufacturers in other districts whence the goods are to 
ke shipped directly to the United States should be certified b 
the Consul in the district from which the goods are shipped, 
but invoices on which the declaration is duly signed by the 
purchaser may be accepted by the Consul for certification when 
received by him, by mail or messenger, the actual appearance 
in verson of the purchaser at the consulate not being required. 

Of course this would leave the Consul free to satisfy himself 
in any case of the veracity of the invoice or the authenticity of 
the declaration. 

Should the above suggestions be approved by you, and corre- 
sponding instructions issued, it might be well to extend the 
same to all other districts under analogous conditions. 

Respectfully yours, 
(Signed) O. L. Spav.p1ne, 
Acting Secretary. 


Unitep States—Cvusa. 
Customs Tariff of Cuban Ports. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign 
“Office, copy of the “Amended Customs Tariff and Regulations 
for Ports in Cuba in possession of the United States.” This 
tariff, which will appear in a forthcoming number of the “ Board 
of Trade Journal,’ may in the meantime be seen on application 
at the Commercial Department of the Board of Trade, 7, White- 
hall Gardens, 8S.W., any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 
5 p.m. 


Unitep States or Cotompra—Panama. 
Modification of Import Duties on Liquors. 

With reference to a notice on p. 320 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for September, 1898, a despatch has been received at 
the Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Panama, stating that 
the Supreme Court of Panama has decided that the Assembly 
exceeded its powers in passing the laws in question for raising 
duties on liquors, which will not, consequently, come into opera- 
tion. The finding of this Court is to be referred to the Supreme 
Tribunal at the capital, and it is expected that the Superior 
Court will uphold its decision as on a previous similar occasion. 


Unitrep States oF 


| Customs Regulations. 
The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign 
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Office, translation of a law which changes the time necessary 
for carrying into effect alterations in the Customs duties of 
Colombia, as follows :— 

Article 1—Every change in the Customs tariff, the purpose 
of which is to decrease the importation duties, shall begin to 
go into force ninety days after the law which establishes it 
shall have been sanctioned, and the reduction shall be made 
by tenth parts in the following ten months. If the change has 
for purpose the increasing of the duties, this shall be verified 
by third parts in the three months following the sanctioning 
of the law. 

This provision, and that of Article 204 of the Constitution, 
does not limit the extraordinary powers of the Government 
when these have been assumed. 

_ A translation has also been received of Law 9, of 1898, which 
— the tax previously imposed on the exportation of 
coffee. 

This measure is intended to partly compensate the planters 
for the decrease in the present price of coffee abroad. 


Importation of Matches. 


The Foreign Office have received information through the 
Acting British Consul-General at Bogota, that by a recent 
decree the importation of matches into Colombia is no longer 
prohibited. 

According to a later communication, however, which has been 
received from the Minister, the decree permitting the importa- 
tion of matches has been suspended. 


Braziv. 
The New Budget Law. 

A despatch, dated 5th January last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, 
reporting that, in consequence of the increase in duties by the 
aiiedion of 10 per cent in gold since the beginning of this 
year, there was a rush during the last days of December to have 
goods, which had already arrived, cleared under the tariff of 
1898. On 31st December the duties collected at the Rio de 
Janeiro Custom House amounted to Rs. 1,057,583, or at 73d. 
exchange of the day, 34,1511. 

The 10 per cent. in gold is to be collected only in specie, or 
by means of vales or cheques issued by various banks, and not 
in paper money, at the current rate of exchange, as was the 
wish of the majority of the «OR! houses, but which clearly 
would not have met the special object of the Government to be 


provided with the means of meeting their gold obligations with- 
out entering the market as a taker of exchange. 

If the internal gold loans of 1868 and 1889 are put on the same 
footing as the loans included in the funding scheme, or are con- 
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verted into paper bonds like the internal 4 per cent. loan of1890, 
the ordinary gold expenditure of the country will, according to 
the estimates, only amount to Rs. 3,209,825 (361,104/.), and, in- 
cluding repayment of the 2,000,000/. loan of 1897 (1,062,500/.) 
and interest on the funded loan 194,711/.), the total gold ex- 
penditure to 1,618,315/. in 1899, so that 10 per cent. of the 
import duties estimated to produce a revenue of Rs. 22,000,000 
(or 2,475,000/.) should provide all the gold necessary to meet 
its obligations. 

In a despatch dated 10th January last, Mr. C. B. Rhind, 
British Vice-Consul at Rio de Janeiro, states that the Brazilian 
Budget Law for the current year, which has been finally voted 
by the Legislative Chamber, contains certain clauses of interest 
to the commercial community. 

Regarding imports, the great feature is that 10 per cent. of 
the duties will be collected on a gold basis at the exchange of 
twenty-seven pence per milreis. it is said that this provision is 
equivalent to a general increase on the previous scale of import 
duties of 25 per cent. The rates of taxation, however, remain 
the same as before, except in the case of hats of woollen felt, 
which will now pay six milreis three hundred reis each. 

Increased consumption dues are imposed on tobacco, cigar- 
ettes, mineral waters, wines and spirits, matches, salt, boots and 
shoes, candles, perfumery, patent medicines, vinegar, pre- 
served provisions, and playing-cards. All brandy, whisky, rum, 
gin, and other — alcoholic liquors containing more than 
three grammes of poisonous impurities (aldehydes, ethers of 
the oily series, furfurol, higher alcohols, acetic acid, &c.) per 
1,000 grammes of alcohol of 100°, or 1 gramme 50 centi- 
grammes of such impurities per 1,000 grammes of alcohol of 
50°, will be condemned as injurious to health. 

Railway enterprises are to be allowed to import, free of import 
duty, the material required for construction or extension of 
their lines. 

The Bill also authorises the Government to adopt a differen- 
tial tariff for one or more classes of goods of foreign origin, 
establishing agreements with the respective Govern- 
ments in order to obtain the reduction of duties now charged 
or to be charged on Brazilian products, with authority to levy 
on the goods derived from the countries refusing such agree- 
ments of reciprocity, import duties in an equal proportion to 
those exacted on Brazilian produce. 

Commercial firms and companies, the majority of the mem- 
bers of which are Brazilian, are to be allowed to own vessels 
under the Brazilian flag. 


Ecvapor. 
Consular Fees. 


A despatch, dated 7th December, 1898, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Mr. St. John, Acting British Consul- 
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General at Quito, transmitting copy and translation of a 
law recently promulgated by the Ecuadorian Government 
whereby Ecuadorian consular officers are directed to levy one 
per cent. on the amounts of invoices certified to by them, and 
one-tenth part of the fee for certifying to manifests. 


JAPAN. 
Certificates of Origin. 

A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Minister at Tokio to the effect that the Japanese Custom House 
will accept any form of certificate of origin, provided it contains 
the particulars required by Decree No. 3865. 

The decree referred to is as follows :— 

Article 1—If it is desired that goods imported into the 
Empire shall enjoy, in accordance with the provisions of the 
treaties, the benefits of the Conventional Tariffs, they must, at 
the time of importation, be accompanied by certificates of origin. 

Article 2.—A certificate of origin is a document certified by 
the Imperial consulate or consular agency at the place of ship- 
ment; or, where there is no consulate or consular agency, by 
the Customs or the proper office, and stating the marks, num- 
bers, names, number of packages and quantity, or weight, of the 
goods in question, the place of production or manufacture, and 
the place and date of shipment. 

A certificate of origin is valid for the term of one year from 
its date of origin. 

Article 3.—If a certificate of origin does not accompany 
the goods imported, or if it does so but the facts stated are in- 
complete, or do not correspond with the actual goods, or are 
considered by the Customs to be incorrect, duties will be levied 
on the goods in question according to the statutory tariff (liter- 
ally, Customs’ fixed assessment of duties). If, however, a correct 
certificate of origin is produced within six months after the 
date of importation, the amount of duty collected on the goods 
will be reduced to that leviable under the Conventional Tariffs. 

It is added that no form has been prescribed by the Japanese 
Government for general use. 


Britisu Inp1ia. 


Tariff Regulations. 


According to a Customs circular received from the India 
Office, the Governor-General in Council is pleased to declare 
that, in the case of the following two entries in the import 
tarifi—viz., steel, basic, all sorts (other than galvanised or 
tinned basic steel sheets), and steel, basic, sheets (if galvanised), 
the assessment to duty on import shall be made ad valorem, and 
not at the fixed valuations noted in the tariff. 


1 
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Sr. VINcENT. 
Additional Duties. 
The Board of Trade have received a copy of Ordinance 1 of 
1899 of the Government of St. Vincent, by virtue of which the 


additional duty of one-tenth of the duties in force is continued 
for the year 1899. 


XXV.—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND 
CONSULAR REPORTS. 


Worup’s Propvuction or Corree. 


The following table from a report of the Second Secretary to 
H.M. Legation at Rio de Janeiro (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
2,200) shows the production of coffee in Brazil and in the world 
since 1874, and the average price taken at Havre :— 


Production of Coffee. 
Bags of 60 Kilos (132 lbs.). Price of 
“ 
Crop. 
Brazil Other Total per 50 Ellos 
Countries. 
Francs 
1874-75... 3,843,600 4,295,400 8,139,000 103 
1875-76... | 3,505,800 3,679,200 7,185,000 106 
1876-77... | 8,294,000 4,520,000 7,814,000 101 
1877-78 3,498,200 | 4,017,800 | 7,516,000 96 
1878-79 ... | 4,718,000 4,200,000 8,918,000 76 
1879-80... 38,172,000 5,413,000 8,585,000 84 
1880-81 ... «| 5,553,000 4,205,000 9,758,000 75 
1881-82... ove «| 5,562,000 4,829,000 | 10,391,000 57 
1882-83 ... 6,711,000 5,369,000 | 11,080,000 50 
1883-84 ... eee 5,056,000 4,711,000 9,767,000 62 
1884-85 ... 6,211,000 | 5,229,000 | 11,440,000 52 
1885-86... oss «| 5,532,000 3,956,000 9,488,000 48 
1886-87 ... «+ «| 6,129,000 | 4,183,000 | 10,812,000 81 
1887-88 ... 3,006,000 4,071,000 7,077,000 94 
1888-89 ... 6,735,000 3,863,200 | 10,598,000 97 
1889-90... soa 4,220,000 4,438,200 8,658,200 103 
1890-91... nae «| 5,808,000 3,989,000 9,297,000 109 
1891-92... one «| 7,376,000 4,482,000 | 11,858,200 91 
1892-93... «| 6,193,000 5,090,000 | 11,283,000 97 
1893-94... ove «| 4,307,000 4,895,000 9,202,000 103 
1894-95... 6,689,000 4,947,000 | 11,636,000 94 
1895-96... ase «| 6,250,000 3,944,000 | 10,194,000 90 
1896-97... 8,680,000 | 38,928,000 | 12,608,000 61 
1897-98... 11,110,000 4,600,000 | 15,710,000 89 


The average price in April, 1898, was 35 fr. 50 c.; in May, 
36 fr. 25 c.; in June, 36 fr. 

The highest prices ever reached were 123 fr. and 120 fr. at 
the end of 1887, and the lowest monthly average previous to 
1897-98 was 46 fr. during 1885-86. : 

Of the other coffee producing countries the production of the 
East Indies, including Ceylon, has fallen off from 1,079,000 
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bags in 1895-96 to 972,000 bags in 1896-97. Central America 
shows a slight increase from 2,865,000 bags in 1895-96 to 
2,956,000 bags in 1896-97. 


Loss oF A BripGE across THE Duna. 


A report to the Foreign Office by H.M. Consul at Riga states 
that, owing to the recent thaw, accompanied by heavy rain, a 
strong freshet liberated the ice in the upper reaches of the 
river on 24th January last, and this, coming down in great 
weight, carried away the pontoon bridge across the Diina, which 
in 1897 was built at a cost of 800,000 roubles. 

The actual extent of the damage is not yet known, but it is 
believed that considerable time must elapse before the bridge 
can again be rendered serviceable. 


British SuIPBUILDERS AND NorWEGIAN CONTRACTS. 


With reference to a notice for the tender for the con- 
struction of two armour-plated war vessels for the Norwegian 
Government, published in the “Board of Trade Journal” for 
September last, information has been received at the Foreign 
Office that, after prolonged negotiations, the contract has been 
given to the firm of Messrs. Armstrong. During the past year 
great efforts have been made to secure the building of these 
vessels for the French firms. 

According to the terms of the contract, the ships have to be 
delivered within twenty months from the date of signing. 


SHIPBUILDING IN DENMARK. 


During 1897 there were built and launched in Denmark 65 
sailing » Fi amounting to 1,810 tons, and nine steamships of 
7,561 tons. For foreign account two sailing ships of 74 tons, 
and three steamships of 1,081 tons were built. One sailing 
vessel and one steamer were for Germany, one steamer for 
Russia, one steamer for Finland, and one sailing vessel for 
Sweden. 

H.M. Consul at Copenhagen reports that. six steamers of 
5,332 tons were built for Denmark in Great Britain, and three 
of 4,107 tons in Germany. Sailing vessels show a decrease in 
number of nine ships of a tonnage of 10,120 tons from the 

ear before; on the other hand, steamships have increased by 
20 ships of 18,314 tons. Of sailing vessels built in 1897, 34 of 
409 tons were for fishing purposes. The number of fishing 
vessels at the end of 1897 amounted to 906 sailing vessels, of 
10,204 tons (nine, of 229 tons, having been imported during 
the year), and four steamships, of 227 tons, belonging to the 
Government. Of this number, 261 vessels (5,039 tons) are . 
employed in the fishing industry in the North Sea. 
f ships over 1,000 tons, there were 73 at the end of 1897, 
13 sailing vessels (16,742 tons) and 60 steamships. Light sail- 
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ing vessels belonged to the island of Faré, and 58 steamers 


had their home port in Copenhagen.—(Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,201.) 


TRADE BETWEEN GREAT BRITAIN AND DENMARK. 


A despatch, dated 17th January last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Copenhagen, reporting 
that there is an excellent opening there for British enterprise, 
and for increasing trade with Denmark at the present time. 

Copenhagen is without doubt the commercial centre of the 
Baltic, and regular weekly steamship lines run to Liverpool, 
London, Hull, Newcastle, and Leith. The following is a list 
of goods and some of their values, which were imported from 
Germany to Denmark in 1897, and most of which could cer- 
tainly be supplied by British firms :— 


£ 
Brass and copper articles... 75,000 
Cast and forged iron goods ... bi ..» 1,190,000 
Instruments ... 70,000 


Cement (120,000 barrels) 


Joiners’ and carpenters’ work dis ~ 130,000 
Boots ... sia 80,000 
Other leather work ... 40,000 
Hides (tanned) vse 170,000 
Cotton and linen goods... tas 175,000 

Silk goods 110,000 


Coal and cinders sti ... (26,009 tons) —_ 

Zinc-plates, iron-plates and galvan'zed steel, uails, pig- 
iron, bricks, hats, clothes. 


Contracts or Prussian STatTE ror Raits anp 
SLEEPERS. 


A despatch, dated 14th January last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Berlin, forwarding 
memorandum drawn up by the Commercial Attaché to that 
Embassy, relating to recently-concluded contracts by the Prus- 
sian State Railway Administration with German ironworks for 
the supply of rails and sleepers required during the next three 
to five years, as follows :— 

On the 31st March next, the three years’ contract for the 
delivery of rails for the Prussian State Railways comes to an 
end, in which the price agreed upon was 109 marks (5/. 9s.) per 
ton. The new contract now reported to be completed, is for 
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a further three years at the price of 118 marks (5/. 18s.) per 
ton for rails, and at 110 marks (5/. 10s.) per ton for sleepers. 
The price for the latter had been previously 101 marks (5/. 1s.). 
In the new agreement the railway administration has the right 
to mes extend the contract for another two years if it wishes 
to do so. 


Repvucep Freicuts on SHIPBUILDING MATERIALS ON 
German 

The Foreign Office have received from the Commercial 
Attaché to HM. Embassy in Berlin a memorandum on the 
extension of reduced freights on shipbuilding materials to the 
whole of the German Empire, as follows : — 

It appears that the reductions, already granted at the present 
time, for the transport by rail of materials for building ships 
was on the Ist instant to be extended to all parts of the Kmpire. 
This means that the reduced rates hitherto in force for the 
transport of such materials were only good from inland places 
to the seaports, where most of the trade of shipbuilding was 
carried on, and this had formed part of the general “ North 
German seaport traffic.” The new rates provide for the trans- 
port of such materials from all stations on the Prussian State 
railways to any other inland places in Germany where the 
shipbuilding trade is carried on. 

The following report by Mr. Niessen, Vice-Consul at Cologne, 
gives the rates that were to come into force on the 1st February 
last. 

This tariff will be established for carrying the above- 
mentioned materials from all stations of the Prussia-Hessian 
State railways and of the Imperial railways to other inland 
stations in Germany where there are shipbuilding yards. 

The classification of goods in this new preferential tariff will 
be as follows :— 

Class I.—Iron and steel belonging to Special Tariff I. 

Class II. (a).—Iron and steel belonging to Special Tariff II. 

(6) The following articles of Special Tariff I.: Anchors, ships’ 
hawsers, ships’ chains, wire ropes, rivets, nails, screws, bolts and 
nuts. 

(c) Pig-iron, belonging to Special Tariff ITI. 

The calculations of the rates will be made on the following 
basis : 

a. Class I—Iron and steel of Special Tariff I., on the basis 
of 2°8 pf. per tonkm., for distances of 101-200 km., and on the 
basis of 2°2 pf. per tonkm. for distances over 200 km., adding 
a despatch fee of m. 1°20 per ton. : 

B. Class IJ.—Iron and steel of Special Tariff II., on a basis 
of 2°2 pf. per tonkm., for distances of 101-200 km., plus a des- 
patch fee of m. 1°20 per ton. Further, on a basis of 1'4 pf. per 
tonkm., for distances from 201-400 km., and of 1°2 pf. pen 
tonkm. for distances over 400, plus a despatch fee of m. 0°60 
per ton. 


+f 
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The minimum consignment is 10 tons, and these preferential 
rates are only granted upon special application in the way of a 
refund, under conditions the details of which are still to be 
announced. 

As is obvious from the above basis rates, considerable reduc- 
tions of freight, compared with the present freights, will come 
into force for the inland shipbuilding yards by this new ship- 
building iron tariff. 

Notes.—1 mark = 100 pf. = 1 shilling ; 1 German ton —1,000 
kilos. = 2,204 Ibs. English; 1 kilometer (km.) = 1,000 meters = 
0°621 English mile; 1 tonkilometer (tonkm.) = 1 ton carried for 
the distance of 1 kilometer. 


RENEWAL OF THE CHARTER OF THE GERMAN IMPERIAL 


The Foreign Office have received from the Commercial 
Attaché to H.M. Embassy in Berlin a memorandum on the pro- 
jected new law dealing with the Imperial Bank, which states 
that the Bill has now been laid before the Reichstag, after 
having been approved by the Bundesrath. Several important 
changes are doabesngitotell in the proposed terms of the renewal 
of its shortly expiring charter. 

The capital of the bank will be augmented by a sum of 
1,500,000/., thus making a total of 7,500,000/. The legal limit 
of the reserve fund has hitherto been 1,500,000/.—ever since 
1891; it is proposed that it should now be added to gradually 
until it reaches a sum of 3,000,000/. The present amount of 
uncovered notes, which are not taxed, amounts to 14,670,0002. ; 
this Bill suggests raising it to 20,000,000/. The Imperial Bank 
and its shareholders are to take a different share in the profits. 
Hitherto the former took three-quarters of the profits, after a 
distribution of 6 per cent. to the shareholders. It is proposed 
to now reduce this limit down to 5 per cent. 


TRADE OF FRANCE IN 1898. 


A despatch, dated 18th January last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador in Paris, enclosing 
copy of an extract from the “Journal Officiel” of that date, 
showing the Customs returns of the trade of France for the 
year 1898. 

The imports, which amounted to 4,376,195,000 francs 
(175,047,8007.) show an increase of 420,168,000 francs 
(16,806,7207.) over those of 1897, caused principally by the 
importation of large quantities of wheat last spring. There is a 
falling-off, however, in the imports of raw materials, amounting 
to 41,655,000 franes (1,666,200/.). 

The exports during 1898 amounted to 3,503,167,000 francs 
(140,126,680/.), or 94,785,000 francs (3,791,400/.) less than in 
the preceding year, food products having decreased 61,778,000 
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francs (2,671,120/.), raw materials, &c., 25,060,000 francs 
1,002,4007.), and manufactured goods, 52,529,000 francs 
(3°101'1602} postal packets alone showing an increase, amount- 
ing to 44,582,000 francs (1,783,280/.). 


Rattway AGREEMENT BETWEEN Betcium, France, 
AND THE NETHERLANDS. 


A despatch, dated 21st January last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Brussels, transmitting 
copies of a spcial agreement, published in the “ Moniteur Belge ” 
of 21st January last, which was signed in Paris on 24th Octo- 
ber last, by the representatives of Belgium, France, Luxem- 
bourg, and the Netherlands, regulating the conditions of trans- 
port by railway of certain merchandise—e.g., money, in the 
form of gold and silver bullion, precious stones, laces, bank 
notes, bonds and shares, works of art, and artificial manures. 

The above may be seen in the original at the Commercial 
Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., 
any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


Tue Leeat or Beet SuGar FRAnNcE. 

H.M. Ambassador at Paris, in a despatch to the Foreign 
Office, dated 9th January last, states that a report having re- 
cently been circulated that it was the intention of the French 
Government to increase the legal yield (prise en charge) of beet 
sugar from 73 to 8} per cent., and reduce the tax on consump- 
tion (taxze de consommation) from 60 to 50 francs, the Minister 
of Finance has authorised a news agency to state that the 
Budget of 1899 has been framed on the old basis, and that in 
any case the terms of the law of 29th June, 1891, would prevent 
any alteration coming into force before the season 1900-1901. - 


EMPLOYMENT OF FOREIGNERS AS REPRESENTATIVES OF FRENCH 
Firms AproaD. 


A despatch, dated 13th January last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Paris, transmitting 
copy of a circular addressed by the French Minister of Com- 
merce to the Chambers of Commerce, calling attention to the 
injury alleged to be inflicted on French fete by the employ- 
ment abroad of foreigners instead of Frenchmen as the repre- 
sentatives of French firms. 

Special attention in this matter is directed to Shanghai, where 
it is stated there are many French residents. 


Tue oF Portucar in 1898. 
According to the Lisbon “Jornal do Commercio,” the trade 
of Portugal with foreign countries and her colonial possessions 
for the first ten months of 1898 showed a marked improvement _ 
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as compared with the corresponding period of 1897. Taking 
first the imports, it is found that the total value for the ten 
months amounted to 41,103,000 milreis (milreis, 4s. 6d.), as 
compared with 34,530,000 milreis in 1897, an increase of 
6,572,000 milreis, or 19°0 per cent. This total of 41,103,000 
milreis is made up as follows:—Animals (living), 2,653,000 
milreis; raw materials, 16,595,000; yarns, tissues, &c., 
4,839,000; food stuffs, 11,878,000; machinery, tools, &c., 
2,317,000; various manufactured articles, 2,820,000 milreis. 
Thus it will be observed that out of the total increase of 
6,572,000 milreis, 4,610,000 is to be accounted for by the im- 
portation of raw materials for arts and manufactures. 

As regards the export trade, the value in 1898 amounted to 
25,641,000 milreis, against 23,059,000 milreis in 1897—an in- 
crease of 2,582,000 milreis, or 11 per cent. The figures for 1898 
are made up as follows :—Animals (living), 2,915,000 milreis ; 
raw materials, 4,313,000 milreis; yarns, tissues, &., 2,116,000 ; 
foodstuffs, 14,745,000; machinery, tools, &c., 82,000 milreis, 
and various manufactured articles 1,470,000 milreis. The value 
of the re-exports during the ten months ended October last was 
9,963,000 milreis, and of the transit trade 1,941,000 milreis. 


Tue SumacH TRADE. 


With reference to a notice on pp. 81-2 of the “Board of 
Trade Journal” for January last, a later despatch has been 
received through the Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at 
Palermo, stating that those engaged in the sumach trade at 
Palermo met on 14th January last and signed an agreement 
whereby Sicilian sumach will in future be shipped only’by the 
Associated Bond of Sicilian Sumach Grinders and Shippers. 
The title of the Bond is “ Societa per la molitura del Sumacchi, 
I. and V. Florio, Palermo.” 


FrnanctaL ARRANGEMENTS BETWEEN AUSTRIA AND HunGary. 


Information has been received at the Board of Trade through 
the Foreign Office that an Imperial Decree has been published 
prolonging for a year the existing Customs and commercial 
union between the two divisions of the Monarchy, as well as the 
convention concerning the Austro-Hungarian Bank. 


Surprinc ReGuLaTiIons FoR THE Coast oF MapaGaAscarR. 


With reference to a decree which the Governor-General of 
Madagascar made on the 14th September last, with the object 
of reserving the coasting trade between the ports of the island 
and between Madagascar and the neighbouring islands to the 
French flag, the Foreign Office has now received informa- 
tion, through H.M. Ambassador at Paris that the Governor- 
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General of Madagascar, by reason of the insufficiency of French 
vessels in number and tonnage for the needs of commerce, and 
of the revictualling of the corps of occupation, has considered 
it his duty to revoke the decree which he had made to regulate 
the coasting trade on the coast of the Great Island. 


Canat REGULATIONS. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign 
Office, copy of the regulations for the navigation of the Suez 
Canal, for the measurement of tonnage of vessels using the 
canal, with code of signals in use. The above may be seen at 
the Commercial Department of the Board of Trade, 7, White- 
hall Gardens, 8.W., any day between the hours of 11 and 5. 


Tue Royat Trans-ArricaN Rattway. 


A despatch, dated 3rd December last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from the Acting British Consul at St. Paul De 
Loanda, stating that the Royal Trans-African Railway is now 
open for traffic as far as N’Dalla Tando (kilometre 321). The 
freight on a ton of 1,000 kilos. of coffee or rubber for the whole 
distance is Rs. 33,700, which, at par rate of 4,500 to the £, is 
equal to 7/. 9s. 9d., or at the present rate of exchange of 6,575 
to the £, is equal to 5/. 2s. At the present low prices of coffee 
in the European markets it is impossible for the planters to 
pay such a heavy freight, the result being that the coffee is 
mostly stored up-country to the detriment of the planters, who 
have the greater part of their capital locked up in their plan- 
tations. The freight on coffee from Loanda to Liverpool is 2l. 
per ton. With such a high tariff no inducement is held out to 
the planters to make use of the railway, most of whom have had 
to resort to the old system of native carriers to transport their 
goods and produce to and from Dondo, from whence it is shipped 
to Loanda by small steamers and sailing vessels vid the Quanza 
River. This mode of transport means delay in the delivery of 
the cargoes, and is just as expensive as the railway, with the 
exception that the native carrier is paid in cloth on which a 
profit is gained. 

The passenger tariff is according to the following table :— 


— : Per kilometre. For the whole distance. 

Reis. Milreis.* £8. a. 

80 25,680 318 1 
Second class ... 40 12,840 9-0 
Third class... 20 6,420 019 6 


* At 6,575 to the £. 
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Steamsuie Lines To THE IsLanps. 


A despatch to the Foreign Office by the Acting British Consul 
at Honolulu, dated 7th January last, reports the arrival in that 
port, on her way to San Francisco, of the “ Nippon Maru,” the 
first of three steamers, belonging to the new Japanese Mail 
Steamship Line, which are to run between Hongkong (vid China 
and Japan ports) and San Francisco, in a joint service with 
the six steamers (three each) of the Pacific Mail and the Occi- 
dental and Oriental Steamship Companies, which now carry on 


the service. 


The “ Nippon Maru” {as well as the other two vessels, the 
“Hongkong Maru” and the “ America Maru”) was built in 
Scotland last year, and compares very favourably, both in size, 
accommodation and speed, with the vessels of the other two 
lines. She is commanded by an English master, and is officered 
by English and Japanese, the former preponderating and hold- 
ing the positions of trust and responsibility on board. 

‘The Pacific Mail Steamship Company is American, and has 
three vessels on the line, one of which (the “China”’) was built 
in England, and flies the Hawaiian flag at present. Two new 
and improved steamers are about to be built in America for this 
line to replace the “China” and one of the others, and all three 
will thus be American built and owned, and under the United 
States’ flag. 

The Occidental and Oriental Steamship Company has three 
vessels on the route, whieh are chartered in America from the 
White Star Line, and which fly the British flag. 

These two lines have the same agents in Honolulu, in Yoko- 
hama, and in Hong Kong, and their steamers have hitherto 
run in alternation and conjunction. 

Another line—the Oceanic Steamship Company—has three . 
steamers calling at Honolulu on the way to and from San Fran- 
cisco and Australia. 'T'wo of its vessels are under the American 
and one under the British flag, and the company has been in 
receipt of a subsidy from the New Zealand Government of 
30,000/. a-year for over twenty years. 

The above list of 12 vessels, of which four are under the 
American flag, four under the British flag, three under the 
Japanese flag, and one (built in England) under the Hawaiian 
flag, comprises all the regular mail and passenger steamers 
which call at Honolulu at present on their way to and from San 
Francisco. 

In addition there is a British line of three steamers, belong- 
ing to the Canadian and Australasian Royal Mail Steamship 
Company, which runs monthly between Victoria, British Colum- 
bia, and Sydney, calling at the Hawaiian Islands, Samoa, and 
Fiji on the way. 
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XXVI—GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 


JUTE AND Hemp Mitts rn Inp1a. 


According to information received through the India Office, 
there were in India, excluding one jute mill closed early in the 
year owing to damage by earthquake, 33 mills working jute 
and one mill working hemp at the end of 1897-98, and omakee- 
ing a daily average number of 95,930 persons, namely, 62,247 
men, 17,090 women, 5,740 young persons, and 10,853 children. 
The mills contained 13,615 looms and 274,907 spindles. The 
nominal capital of such of the mills as are worked by joint 
stock companies is stated in the returns at a little over 
Rx. 4,605,000; but the figures are not complete, some of the 
mills (privately owned) having furnished no returns of capital. 
Probably about Rx. 250,000 or Rx. 300,000 may be added to 
the total on account of these. 

All but two of the mills are in Bengal, most of them in the 
vicinity of Calcutta, and one in the French settlement of Chan- 
dernagore. All of these are owned and worked by joint stock 
companies, except the Alipore Jail Jute Mill, which belongs to 
Government, and the Hastings Jute Mill at Rishra, which is 
privately owned. Of the two not in Bengal, one (a small one) 
is at Vizagapatam (this being the mill which works hemp), and 
the other at Cawnpore. Both of these are privately owned. 

The progress of the industry during the last ten years is 
illustrated by the increase shown in the figures below in the 
number of mills, looms, spindles, and persons employed. It will 
be observed that, while the number of mills has largely in- 
creased in this period, their working capacity has been much. 
more largely augumented. In the last two years there has been. 
-a marked addition to the number of the mills and to their work- 


ing capacity. 


Year. Mills. Looms. Spindles. 
1888-89 7,819 152,667 59,722 
1889-90 ove 27 8,104 158,326 60,630 
1890-91 8,204 164,245 62,739 
1891-92 8,695 174,156 66,333 
1892-93 8,976 181,172 67,291 
1893-94 9,590 192,688 69,179 
1894-95 BD 10,048 201,217 75,157 
1895-96 10,579 216,139 78,889 
1896-97 oes wee on 32 12,784 258,154 92,269 
1897-98 13,615 274,907 95,930 


PEACH-GROWING IN CANADA. 


Twenty-five years ago the Canadian peach, from a commer- 
cial standpoint, was a comparatively unknown product. It was 
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grown only in the Niagara district, had only a local market, 
and Canadian wants were supplied principally from the peach 
orchards of Delaware peninsula. Since then, says the “Cana- 
dian Trade Review,” the peach-growing industry has shown 
remarkable development in Southern Ontario, and Canada now 
practically controls her own market. 

Peaches are grown to a greater or lesser extent in three 
provinces of the Dominion—viz., British Columbia, Ontario, 
and Nova Scotia. It is not likely that the industry will ex- 
pand to any degree of commercial importance in British Colum- 
bia. The coast climate is too humid, with nights too cool, to 
produce good peaches. There are, however, undoubtedly some dis- 
tricts where this fruit may be grown with some degree of. success. 
It is the same with even the most favourable portions of the 
Annapolis Valley. There, as on the Pacific coast, the difficulty 
in growing peaches is due not so much to low winter tempera- 
tures as to the low mean temperature which prevents the fruit 

from ripening. 

' The oldest peach-growing section of Canada is that of the 
South Lake Ontario region and the Essex peninsula on the 
north shore of Lake Erie. Leamington may be said to repre- 
sent the centre of the peach-growing area. Here the largest 
orchards are situated, a considerable number ranging between 
10 and 20 acres in extent,-a few 20 to 50 acres, and 
at least one covering an area of 100 acres, and comprising about 
16,000 trees. 

In the Niagara district peach culture follows the shore of 
Lake Ontario from Hamilton to Niagara on the lake. In early 
days, before convenient and speedy systems of transportation 
traversed the country, local markets were easily glutted, and 
even moderate crops were unprofitable. This stage was followed 
by the construction of railways and improved shipping facili- 
ties. At the present time it would appear that sufficient 
orchards are set to supply peaches in abundance to all Canadian 
consumers. The aim at the present time is to lessen the cost 
of production. 

In Nova Scotia peach-growing is limited solely to the warmer 
portions of the Annapolis and Cornwallis Valleys. At present 

lanting is largely restricted to the section between Kemptville 
and Wolfville. The even coolness of the summer temperatures 
is unfavourable to the maturing of the fruit of the later varie- 
ties, so that only the earliest kinds are considered a sure crop. 


TRADE OF MontTREAL IN 1898. 


The ‘Canadian Manufacturer” reports that for the season 
of navigation recently closed the exports of grain from the port 
of Montreal show the extraordinary increase of nearly 20,000,000 
bushels over the previous year. Cheese shows an increase of 
108,902 boxes, and butter 141,464 packages. While compared 
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with 1897 there has been an increase in the number of ocean 
arrivals of only thirty-seven, their capacity exceeds that of the 
previous years by 158,522 tons. In 1897 there entered the port 
479 vessels, with an aggregate tonnage of 1,054,225; in 1898 
there arrived 516 vessels, with a tonnage of 1,212,747. The 
coastwise steamers also show a substantial increase both in 
vessels and tonnage. In 1897 there arrived 296 vessels, while 
im 1898 330 arrived. The tonnage for 1897 was 317,000 tons, 
and for 1898 345,800, being an increase of 28,000 tons. 


TRADE OF THE CaPE. 


Communications have been received from the Agent-General 
for the Cape of Good Hope, enclosing extracts from the “Cape 
of Good Hope Government Gazette,” from which it appears 
that the value of the imports into the colony for the eleven 
months ended the 30th November, 1898, including specie, 
amounted to 15,416,000/., as compared with 16,432,000/. for the 
corresponding period of 1897. 

With re ay to the exports, the total value for the eleven 
months ended 30th November, 1898, including bullion and 
specie, was 23,335,000/., as compared with 19,321,000/. for a 

like period in 1897. 


RETURNS OF THE CaPE. 


-A communication has been received from the Agent-General 
for the Cape of Good Hope, enclosing extracts from the “ Cape 
of Good Hope Government Gazette,” of 23rd December last, 
from which it appears that the total unaudited revenue, in- 
cluding railway receipts, in the month of November last was 
542,881/., as compared with 573,740/. in 1897. 

For the five months July—November, 1898, it amounted to 
2,664,522/., as compared with 2,799,754/. in 1897. 


Quarries IN NatTAL. 


There is promise of the extensive marble beds of Port Shep- 
stone, Natal, being opened up shortly. “ Machinery,” a journal 
published in Johannesburg, states that negotiations were opened 
several years ago with a leading English firm, and from that 
time the owners of the quarries have been untiring in their 
efforts to remove the prejudice which has been the principal 
barrier to a settlement. According to rumour, an influential 
company, in some way connected with the proprietors of the 
famous Carara quarries in Italy, will acquire the Natal marble 
beds with a view to exporting commercial marbles direct from 
the port to England, and in consequence there has been a keen 
demand for plots of land near and at the port. <A railway is to 
be built, which will probably eventually connect Port Shep- 
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stone with East London, and as there is an immense body of 
the marble awaiting attack the venture looks fairly promising. 
The marble, which is of the dolomitic kind, is mostly white, but 
is also found in many beautiful tints, such as sulphur, pink, 
apple-green, and red. It is not mottled and streaked, however, 
as in many of the European and American quarries. 


Tut DEVELOPMENT oF TANGANYIKA. 


Now that the telegraph links Blantyre with Cape Town, and 
the extension of the railway from Bulawayo northwards is 
taking definite shape, considerable interest is being taken in 
reports from British Central Africa. One of the latest 
is a statement made by Mr. Marshall, Collector and Consular 
Judge of the District of Tanganyika, whilst on a recent visit 
to Bulawayo, and quoted in the “South African Trade Journal.” 
The Tanganyika region has already advanced so far as to be 
divided into four districts, each provided with a Collector and 
Consular Judge. There are 500 miles of excellent road in Mr. 
Marshall’s district, in addition to brick forts and official build- 
ings, and on the lake there is a fine harbour and one British 
steamer. The region is a high plateau until within a few 
miles of the lake, when there is a fall of 3,000 feet in a mile or 
two. The country is well-watered, healthy and fertile. Wheat 
is sown in February to catch six weeks’ rain in the rainy season, 
and the first few weeks of the dry season ripen it. True, there 
are at the present time only about 50 whites in the district, 
but the report, with others recently received, is of sufficient 
importance to indicate that trade will not stop at existing boun- 
daries, but will march onward as other districts are developed. 


Tue Danish MERCANTILE 


The United States Vice-Consul at Copenhagen reports that 
the Danish merchant steam fleet has been increased in 1898— 

rtly by steamers newly built in Denmark and abroad, partly 
y purchase of steamers abroad—by 45 steamships, with a gross 
tonnage of about 77,000, or a net registered tonnage of about 
48,000. A further addition of 4 steamers, aggregating 2,000 
registered tons net, was expected during the last two months 
of the year, making a total increase for 1898 of 49 steamers, 
with 50,000 registered tons net. It can not be stated accurately 
how much of this increase is intended for the Danish-American 
steamship service, but it is known that nearly half of the in- 
crease in 1898 was placed on the steamship routes from Den- 
mark to the United States. 

The decrease in the Danish merchant steam fleet during the 
same period was 17 steamers of 7,000 tons net; but none of 
them were on the American lines. The indications are that the 
Danish-American tonnage will increase still more during the 
coming year. 
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Foreign TrapeE or Germany 1898. 


_ According to the monthly official accounts of German trade 
for December, 1898, the value of the imports into the German 
Empire for the 12 months ended 31st December, 1898, amounted 
to 273,882,400/., as compared with 243,232,200/. for a similar 
period of 1897. The exports for 1898 were valued at 
200,087,300/., as against 189,312,000/. in 1897. The above 
figures include the trade in bullion and specie. 

The above values are still reckoned on the values of 1897, 
with the one exception of some of the more important grains 
and flour thereof, which during 1898 were given special len " 

Under imports, the chief rises have been in cotton and cotton 
goods, corn and other agricultural products, wood, &c., and 
wares thereof, groceries, oils and fats, wool and woollen goods. 

Under exports, the chief increases have been in drugs and 
apothecaries’ wares, iron and wares thereof, tools, machines, and 
vehicles, silks and wares thereof, and coals. The value of im- 
ported tools, &., has also largely risen; but that of exported 
groceries, &c., and of wool and woollen wares has considerably 
decreased. 


GERMAN SHIPBUILDING INDUSTRY. 


“Kuhlow’s” Trade Review for the 11th January last, states 
that the shipbuilders of Germany have on hand a large number 
of orders for both men-of-war and merchant vessels, and they 
are, it appears, largely for foreign countries. The building of 
ships for foreign navies takes place chiefly at the followin 
yards :—The Schichau at Elbing, the Vulcan at Grabow, an 
the Germania at Kiel. Large numbers of large and small ships 
have been built in late years for the following countries :— 
Austria, Norway, Sweden, Turkey, China, and Brazil, and, in 
more recent times, Italy, Japan, and Russia have been added to 
the list. Since the year 1895—that is to say, within the last 
four years—German yards have delivered no less than twenty- 
four men-of-war for foreign navies—namely, three ironclads, 
ten torpedo-destroyers, and eleven torpedo boats; and besides 
this, there are now in hand twenty-two other vessels—namely, 
one ironclad, three large other men-of-war, ten torpedo- 
destroyers, and eight torpedo boats. 


Propvction oF Breer 1x Mvnicu. 


The United States Consul reports that the manufacture of 
beer continues to increase rapidly at Munich year by year. The 
twenty-five breweries of the city during the last six months of 
1897 and the first six months of 1898, turned out 1,999,558 
barrels of beer, containing 71,095,395 gallons. About 25,000,000 
geen are shipped yearly to different points in Germany and 
oreign countries ; the balance is consumed in Munich. 
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DEVELOPMENT OF AMERICAN Export TRADE. 


The following notes from the journal of the National Associa- 
tion of Manufacturers of the United States show the increasing 
development of America’s export trade :— 

“ An American steel company has closed a contract to furnish 
30,000 tons of steel rails for Melbourne, Australia. 

“A Pittsburg company has received a contract from the Gold 
Hill Mining Company, of Johannesburg, South Africa, for 
eighteen steel plate cyanide tanks, which will require about 
600 tons of structural material; and another Pittsburg firm has 
received an order from Hanover for the electrical equipment of 
fifty street railway cars. The order embraces motors and con- 
trollers. 

“The second order placed in 1898 for locomotives for the 
Imperial Railway of China has been booked by the Bald- 
win Locomotive Works. It calls for sixteen engines, their 
aggregate value being, it is said, about 26,000/. 

“ A Cincinnati firm recently sent three carloads of machinery 
to India—one of them to Calcutta, one to Bombay, and the third 
to Singapore, and also shipped last week five carloads of pump- 
ing machinery to Shanghai, China, consisting of two pairs of 
cross compound pumping engines, with surface condensers, air 
and circulating pumps, boiler feeders, &c. This will be the first 
waterworks of its kind in China. Shipments are also made every 
week to Japan, Russia, Holland, &.” 


Propvuction oF GoLD IN THE UNITED StaTEs In 1898. 


The director of the United States Mint has published a state-. 
ment of the production of gold in the several States and Terri- 
tories of the country for the calendar year 1898, prepared from 
the preliminary estimates of the officials and agents of the 
bureau which, although subject to revision, are deemed to be 
approximately correct. This statement places the value of the 
gold output last year at 13,705,000/., or 1,754,000/. in excess 
of that of 1897. Nearly all of the States show an increased 
production. Colorado maintains its pre-eminence as a gold- 
producing State, and increases its lead by a much larger output 
than in any previous year. California’s total production, while 
slightly in excess of that of 1897, was considerably checked by 
the prevailing drought, which affected the placer mines. The 
output of the lode mines, however, showed a material increase 
over that of the previous year. 


ConTRIBUTIONS OF FrRENcH CoLoniEs To STaTE, CrviL, AND 
Miuitary EXPENDITURE. 
The “ Dépéche Coloniale” publishes a list of the amounts to 
be contributed in 1899 by each of the French colonies towards 
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the. general civil and military expenditure of the State, as 
follows :— 


Francs, 
Indo-China... es ste 100,000 
Réunion... ive We 67,076 
Guiana tin din 32,435 
French Guinea... 3,600 
Dahomey ... 3,600 
St. Pierre and Miquelon ... oa ae 7,992 
India asd ved 25,780 
French Somaliland... 300 


Francs 462,230 
Total ... { pop 


Tue American TIN-PLATE INDUstTRY IN 1898. 


The “ Manufacturer” states that the year 1898 has been an 
important one in the history of the American tin-plate industry. 
The total production for the year is estimated at about 7,000,000 
boxes, practically all being consumed in the country. In addi- 
tion to this amount, the United States’ consumption of this pro- 
duct included between 1,250,000 and 1,500,000 boxes of foreign 
plate, imported for the most part for use by exporters of oil and 
canned goods, who thus secured the benefit of draw-back. The 
amount of foreign plates used and retained in the country 
during the year was insignificant. 

Notwithstanding the fact that the demand for home consump- 
tion was keeping fair pace with the output of the mills, prices for 
tin-plate have steadily fallen, until within a short time. Some of 
the most important American concerns were placed in very 
close financial quarters, and the result of considerable agitation 
on the subject was the uniting of nearly all the tin-plate plants 
in the country to form the American Tin-plate Company, the 
main object of the consolidation being to do away with the 
ruinous competition which had prevailed among the tin-plate 
makers for some time. 

The new company at the close of the year took over nearly 
300 mills in 38 different plants. Of the three important tin- 
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plate plants in the country remaining outside of the trust, two 
sabe arse for their own use, while the third makes specialties 
and does not compete with the regular lines of plates in the 
market. According to opinions collected by the “ Metal 
Worker,” from several of the members of the new company, the 
combination seems to be quite satisfactory to the tin-plate 
manufacturers. 

The same authority shows that during the year 58 new mills 
were put in operation. On 31st December, 1897, there were 
42 plants with 233 finished and 68 unfinished hot mills, while 
at the end of 1898 there were 44 séparate plants, with 281 
finished hot mills and 30 hot mills building. During the year 
no new companies entered upon tin-plate manufacturing, 
although four plants, with 46 mills uncompleted at the close 
of 1897, were put in operation. Two companies which at the 
close of 1897 were engaged in the business withdrew from 
this line of manufacturing during the year. The remaining 
new mills were added to plants already existing. 

Eight or ten of the dipping works of the country went out of 
business during the year, leaving 20, with 114 sets, in existence. 
Of these “dipperies,” several have not been operated recently, 
and only a few of the plants have been run at their full capa- 
city throughout the year. 


Proposep INDIARUBBER TRUST IN THE UNITED STATES. 


A big rubber trust is said to be in course of formation in the 
United States, with a capital of 6,000,000/. The title has not 
yet been definitely decided, but the “ Mechanical Rubber Com- 
pany” is at present most favoured by those behind the amalga- 
mation. The head offices will paobelity be in New York. Two 
or three prominent business men connected with the latter 
city have been suggested for the presidency. 

The “South American Journal” states that it is reported that 
the “combine” will embrace companies that produce rubber belt- 
ing and packing, rubber tyres, hard rubber and similar articles, 
but not rubber boots and shoes, the field for which being already 
covered by the United States Rubber Company, against whom 
it is not proposed to compete. Among the firms who are said 
to have given their adhesion to the scheme are the Guttapercha 
and Rubber Manufacturing Company, Peerless Rubber Com- 
pany, New York Rubber Dinaisants Manhattan Rubber Com- 
pany, New York Belting and Packing Company, all of New 
York; Boston Belting Company, New Jersey Car Spring and 
Rubber Company, Cleveland Rubber Company, Stoughton 
Rubber Company, of Stoughton, Massachusetts, Hartford 
Rubber Company, and the Morgan and Wright interests of 
Chicago. There are other large companies who have not yet 
consented to join; but, owing to the demoralised condition of 
the trade, littie opposition is expected. 
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IMMIGRATION INTO THE UNITED STATEs. 


The annual report of the United States Commissioner-General 
of Immigration shows that the decrease in the number of im- 
migrants arriving during the fiscal year ended 30th June, 
1898, as compared with the year previous, was only 1,533, the 
total arrivals being 229,299. Of this number, 135,775 were 
males and 83,524 females. Italy contributed the largest num- 
ber, viz., 58,613, followed by Russia with 27,221; Ireland, 
25,128; Germany, 17,111; Sweden, 12,398; and England, 
9,877. Those debarred’ from landing represented a total of 
3,030, or about 14 per cent. Of this number, 2,261 were 
paupers, and not agg 0 because of their liability to be- 
come public charges. Those coming under the ban of contract 
labourers were 417. Those returned on account of diseases 
were 258. 

Although during the heavy immigration months, the United 
States was on the verge of, or engaged in, war, this did not 
deter immigration; and it is to be assumed that, unless the 
laws are further amended at the present session of Congress, 
the number of new arrivals will exceed, during the next year, 
those of the current year. The Commissioner advances several 
ideas with regard to amendments of the laws. For instance, he 
favours an increase of the per capita tax from $1 to $2, his 
purpose being to provide a fund which will enlarge the useful- 
ness of the Bureau of Immigration with respect to increasing 
the facilities for greater protection against the admission of 
criminal and other undesirable classes. The repeal of the law 
prohibiting the expenditure of a larger sum for the care of 
immigration at any one port than may have been collected at 
such port is also recommended. 


An InrormatTion Bureav aT Caracas. 


To those engaged in business with Venezuela it may be in- 
teresting to know, on the authority of the French Vice-Consul 
at Caracas, that the Chamber of Commerce in that city has 
recently established an information bureau in which records 
are kept of all liquidations and bankruptcies declared in Vene- 
zuela, as well as particulars of any compositions that may be 
made by persons with their creditors. These records may be 
inspected by all persons interested at the offices of the Chamber 
of Commerce at Caracas. 


German Rattway ConstrvcTION IN ARGENTINA. 


The “ Railway Age” states that German capitalists have been 
nted a concession for the construction of 2,000 miles of rail- 
way in the Argentina Republic. 
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CommerctaL InstiTUTE IN VLADIVOSTOCK. 


The United States Consul at Moscow reports that an insti- 
tute is to be opened in Vladivostock in Tuly, 1899, for the 
benefit of students. Special instruction will be afforded in com- 
mercial and industrial lines. All scholars who have passed the 
ordinary course of classes in the middle schools will be accepted 
without examination. The term of preparation will last five 
years, and there will be three divisions: Chinese-Japanese, 
Chinese-Korean, and Chinese-Mongolian. 


ConpitTions In Eaypt. 


According to a notice recently issued by the French Chamber 
of Commerce at Alexandria, those foreign firms who are desirous 
of doing business in Egypt, and of placing their goods on the 
markets there, would do well to bear in mind that it is useless 
to rely upon price lists and catalogues, as these are never looked 
at. What is required is an active and intelligent commercial 
traveller, who knows the country well, and who would acquaint 
himself with the various descriptions of articles in request. In 
this manner business may be carried on, and it is the system 
adopted by the Austrians, Germans, and Italians. 


Tur ADVANTAGES OF A LINE OF STEAMERS FROM MARSEILLES 
To BENGHAZI. 


The French Vice-Consul at Benghazi calls attention to 
the a that would be derived by the establish- 
ment of a line of steamers from Marseilles to Benghazi 
direct, or by the extension of the existing service from 
Marseilles to Tripoli so as to serve the port of Benghazi. At 
the present time this port is not connected with any of the large 
Mediterranean markets, such, for example, as Marseilles, Genoa, 
or Trieste, and the greater part of the European merchandise 
sold there is bought second-hand at Constantinople, Tripoli, 
Canea, and Malta. If such a line as the Vice-Consul advocates 
were established, all the European merchandise consumed in 
the county could be carried by it, even if the goods themselves 
were not actually the products of French industry, as they. 
might come in transit vd Marseilles, and, moreover, all goods 
exported from Benghazi to Europe, with the exception of 
barley, which goes to London, would be carried by the boats of 
the line to avoid transhipment, with its necessary risks and 
expenses. 


Commerciat Importance or Konaxry (Frencu Gurvea). 

The “ Politique Coloniale” reports that the latest informa- 
tion received from French Guinea shows a generally satisfac- 
tory state of affairs in the colony, which would have been more 
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so if locusts had not ravaged the rice crops. The import trade 
is increasing, and the output of caoutchouc is also larger than 
in previous years. 

t is stated in the same journal that the commercial move- 
ment of all this part of the West Coast of Africa is extending more 
and more in the direction of the port of Konakry, which is 
rapidly developing as a commercial centre. Business is turn- 
ing from Sierra Leone to pass by Konakry. A wharf is being 
constructed which, when finished, will be 200 metres long. 70 
metres of this are already completed, and 200 tons can be 
handled there daily. 


CoFFEE IN THE TRANSVAAL. 


A new Transvaal industry, according to the “South African 
Trade Journal,” is the cultivation of coffee. Of course, the frag- 
rant berry cannot be grown all over the country, so there is not 
much danger of markets being upset just yet; but an attempt 
has been made in De Kaap Valley, and the first bag has been 
harvested and sold in Barberton at 1s. 6d. per lb. A consider- 
able number of plants are now being cultivated, and one grower 
expects to have a ton of beans for disposal next year. It is 
reported that the quality of the coffee is adseplictially fine. 


XXVII.—PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS OF THE 
CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


Bradford.—A meeting of the Council of this Chamber was 
held on 25th January last, Mr. H. Sutcliffe, the retiring presi- 
dent, in the chair. 

Mr. W. Whitehead was unanimously elected president for 
the coming year, and after the election of the other officers, the 
ordinary business of the Chamber was proceeded with, having 
chiefly relation to correspondence with the Foreign Office and 
the Board of Trade, the telephone system, and the “all-wool” 
prosecutions. 

Bristol—An ordinary monthly meeting of the Council of 
this Chamber was recently held, Mr. J. | Badly president, in 
the chair. 

The President reported that an executive council meeting 
of this association was held on the 10th January, when several 
matters of interest were discussed, amongst them being the 
answers from various Chambers of Commerce with respect to 
delays in legislation, which showed a preponderance of opinion 
in favour of the following subjects :—1. Companies Bill (intro- 
duced into the House of Lords on behalf of the Government) ; 
2. Reform of Parliamentary procedure (to enable bills which 
have been read a second time to be proceeded with at the next 
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stage in the following session of the same Parliament; 3. 
County Courts’ Jurisdiction Bill (introduced last session by Mr. 
C. J. Monk, M.P., on behalf of the association) ; 4. Registration 
of Firms Bill ( introduced last session by Sir H. Stafford North- 
cote, Bart., M.P., on behalf of the association). It was reported 
that a letter had accordingly been addressed to the Marquis of 
Salisbury enumerating the above subjects and the Chambers 
by which they were recommended, and urging that in con- 
sidering the measures to be introduced next session, Her 
Majesty’s Ministers would give due weight to the wishes of the 
association, and that they might be pleased to place one or two 
of the measures referred to, which were of a non-party cha- 
racter, on the list of Bills for the ensuing Session. Lord Salis- 
burv replied that he would, in conjunction with his colleagues, 
ive the same careful consideration. 

Others matters referred to were the face value of postcards, 
commercial education, distinctive coloured envelopes for private 
telegrams, and the nationalisation of telephones. 

Liverpool_—A monthly meeting of the Council of this Cham- 
ber was recently held, Mr. F. C. Danson, president in the chair. 

The General Trade Committee reported that the Chamber had 
been informed by the India Office that the Government of 
India had placed at the disposal of a private company who were 
about to undertake a railway survey of Yunnan, a survey officer 
and some native assistants. Letters had also been received 
from the following Chambers of Commerce, saying they have 
supported or will support the resolution of the Liverpool Cham- 
ber on the affairs of China, passed at the meeting addressed by 
Mr. Yerburgh, viz.:—Newport, Huddersfield, Pivmonth, Dud- 
ley, Batley, Morley, Halifax, Hull, and the South of Scotland. 
The Bury and Bengal Chambers of Commerce and the Shanghai 
branch of the China Association had acknowledged receipt of 
copies of the resolution. 

With regard to quay accommodation at Salonica, the Cham- 
ber had been informed by the Foreign Office that the proposal 
of the local director at Salonica that 1,500 (Turkish) pounds 
should be devoted to port improvements had received the sanc- 
tion of the central authorities. A copy of a despatch bearing 
on the subject from Sir N. O’Conor had also been sent to the 
Chamber. 

The Anglo-American Chamber of Commerce of Brussels sent 
a copy of their correspondence with Her Majesty’s Government 
on the subject of the proposal by the Belgian Government to 
abolish the present method of Customs pre-emption established 
by article 13 of the now extinct Anglo-Belgian Treaty of 1862, 
and to appoint a board instead with power to te all dis- 
putes re the value of goods subject to ad valorem duty. The 
Liverpool Chamber communicated with the Foreign Office on 
the subject, and has been informed that the question is receiv- 
ing the attentive consideration of the Government. It was 
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decided to lay the facts of the case before Liverpool shippers in 
order to ascertain whether they think it desirable for the 
Chamber to move further in the matter. 

Complaint having been made by this Chamber to the Foreign 
Office on the subject of the inadequate accommodation at the 
port of Poti, the Foreign Office had issued a circular to the other 
maritime Chambers of the United Kingdom, with a view to 
ascertaining whether the same grievance is felt elsewhere. 

Other matters to which reference was made were delays in 
Continental telegrams, Roumanian } per cent. tax on mek ain 
imports, underground wires for telegraphs, proposed recon- 
struction of lighthouse boards, &c. 

Nottingham.—The annual general meeting of this Chamber 
was held on the 25th January last, Mr. J. W. Bury presiding. 
Mr. J. Weinberg was unanimously elected hon. president, and 
the annual report, with a slight amendment, was adopted. 

Sheffield—The annual meeting of this Chamber was held on 
27th January last, Mr. S. E. Howell, the retiring president, in 
the chair. 

Addresses were delivered by Mr. Howell, the Lord Mayor, 
Mr. Stuart Wortley, M.P., Sir Frederick Mappin, M.P., Sir 
William Leng, and others, the chief subjects under considera- 
tion being the Workmen’s Compensation Act, Anglo-French 
relations, the general power distributing Bill, the ‘‘ open door,” 
or spheres of influence in China, the demand for electric power, 
&e. Mr. H. P. Marsh was elected president for the ensuing year. 

In addition to the above, reports have been also received at 
the Board of Trade of the annual meetings of the Bury, Halifax, 
and Huddersfield Chambers. 


XXVIII—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


‘1. Trade Unions. Board of Trade (Labour Department) 
Report by the Chief Labour Correspondent of the Board of 
Trade on Trade Unions in 1897, with comparative statistics 
for 1892-1896. (C.9013.) Price 1s. 43d. 

In the introduction it is stated that this is the tenth report 
on Trade Unions in the United Kingdom prepared by the chief 
Labour correspondent of the Board of Trade. The present 
report relates to the statistics for 1892-97 of Trade Unions, and 
of the various kindred organisations which have grown out of 
them. The report is divided into two parts, the first giving 
a general review of the statistical totals only; while the secon 
analyses the figures in considerable detail. The statistical tables 
themselves are also presented in summary and detailed form. 
The report, it is added, gives the most complete statistical 
account of trade unions which has hitherto been compiled. 

2. Tramways (Street and Road). In continuation of Parlia- 
mentary Paper No. 375 of Session 1897. (355.) Price 4d. 

This is an annual return prepared by the Railway Depart- 
ment of the Board of Trade, the present number being for the 
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year ended the 30th of June, 1898. It gives a statement of the 
street and road tramways authorised by Parliament, showing 
the amount of capital authorised, paid-up and expended; the 
eat of tramway authorised, and the length open for the 
public conveyance of passengers, down to the 30th day of June, 
1898, the gross receipts, working expenditure, and net re- 
ceipts; the number of passengers conveyed, and the number of 
miles run by cars during the year ending the 30th day of June, 
1898 ; together with the ft of horses, engines, and cars at 
that date. 

3. Light Railways Act, 1896. Lauder Light Railway Order, 
1898. Order made by the Light Railway Commissioners, and 
modified and confirmed by the Board of Trade, authorising the 
construction of a Light Railway between Fountainhall Raiwa 
Station and Lauder, in the Counties of Midlothian and Berwick. 
Price 24d. 

4. Light Railways Act, 1896. Forsinard, Melvich, and Port 
Skerra Light Railway Order, 1898. Order made by the Light Rail- 
way Commissioners, and modified and confirmed by the Board of Trade, 
authorising the construction of a Light Railway in the county of 
Sutherland between Forsinard, Melwich, and Port Skerra. (C. 8955). 
Price 24d. 

5. Light Railways Act, 1896. Gifford and Garvald Light Rail- 
way Order, 1898. Order made by the Light Railway Commissioners 
and modified and confirmed by the Board of Trade, empowering the 
Gifford and Garvald Railway Company to construct and work their 
authorised railway as a Light Railway. (C. 8956). Price 2d. 

6. Light Railways Act, 1896. West Highland Railway (Loch 
Fyne [ight Railway) Order, 1898. Order made by the Light Rail- 
way Commissioners and modified and confirmed by the Board of Trade, 
authorising the construction of a Light Railway in the counties of 
Dumbarton and Argyll, between Arrochar and Loch Fyne. (C.8957.) 
Price 24d. 

7. Treaties containing Guarantees or Engagements by Great 
Britain in regard to the Territory or Government of Other Countries. 
Miscellaneous, No. 2, 1898. (C. 9088.) Price 1s. 2d. 

This is a return prepared by the Foreign Office in answer to 
an Address of the House of Commons, dated 15th July, 1898, 
for copies of a statement setting out (1) such parts of all Treaties 
and Conventions now existing and still obligatory as contain a 
specific engagement or guarantee entered into by the Govern- 
ment of this country in relation to the territory or government 
of any other Power; and (2) copies of such parts of all Treaties, 
Conventions and engagements now existing and still obligatory 
as contain an undertaking entered into by Her Majesty with 
reference to the territory or Government of any other Power. 

8. Review and Tables relating to the Trade of British India 
with British Possessions and Foreign Countries for the five years 
1893-94 to 1897-98. (C. 9120.) Price 2s. 

This is an annual return issued by the Government of India, 
showing the trade, shipping, and Customs revenue of the Indian 
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Empire in a comparative form for a period of five years. In an 
introductory note to the present volume it is stated that for the 
official years 1895-96 and 1896-97 the Review of the Trade of 
India and Tables relating to the Trade of British India were 
published separately. For the year 1897-98, the Review and 
Tables are combined in the present volume. 

The return is divided into three parts: (1) Foreign sea-borne 
trade, (2) trans-frontier trade, and (3 3) coasting trade. 

The imports and exports for the year (eaided 31st March) 
1897-8 are given below :— 


1897-98 
Imports. Rx. 
Total Imports 89,896,406 
Exports. 
Foreign merchandise 3,751,172 
Indian merchandise 93,786,101 
Total exports 104,671,442 


XXIX.—POST OFFICE NOTICES. 


British Guiana AND ZANZIBAR. 
Revision of Parcel Postage. 


The postage to be prepaid on parcels for British Guiana and 
Zanzibar is now as follows :— 


On parcels weighing— 
Not over 3 lb. ... 
Over 3 lb., but not over 7 
Over 7 lb., but not over 11 Ib. ... ot) 


New ZEALAND. 
Insurance of Parcels. 


Parcels for New Zealand may now be insured under the usual 
conditions for any sum not exceeding 50/. 
The scale of fees is as follows : — 


Insurance for sums not exceeding 12/. ... 5d. 
” 2Al. ... Tid. 
” ” ... 10d. 
” ” ” 1s. Old. 


501. eee Is. 3d. 
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XXX.—STATISTICAL TABLES. 


, I.—-ForEIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 
SratemMENT of the Imports into and of the Exports from the 
Unitep Kiycpom during the Month ended 31st January, 1899, 
compared with the corresponding Month of the year 1898. 
Montu ENDED 31st January. 
I. Imports rrom Foreran Countries and BritisH Possessions. 


ended 
Increase. | Decrease. 
199. | 1898, 


£ £ £ 
I, Animals, living pu food) .. 611,120 | 815,838 _ 204,718 
II, (A.) Articles of food and " arink, 
duty free 14,211,331 |13,252,926 | 958,405 _ 
(B.) Articles ‘of food and “drink, 
dutiable 1,717,053 | 2,368,501 651,445 
Tobacco, dutiable 419,051 863,212 55,839 
IIT, Metals .. 2,142,330 | 1,778,697 | 363,633 _ 
Chemicals, dyestuffs ‘and “tanning 
substances ab 476,799 511,242 34,443 
V. Oils 671,854 | 711,062 — 39, 708 
VI. Raw materials for textile manu- | 
factures 9,626,504 | 8,302,081 | 1,824,423 oom ! 
VIL. Raw materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures .. 8,120,391 | 3,576,909 _ 456,518 
VIII. Manufactured articles we «+. | 6,893,460 | 6,740,728 | 152,782 _ 
IX. (A.) oo articles... ... 1,170,841 | 1,377,214 _ 206,373 
(B.) Parcel post ... ... | 156,872 | 130,881 25,491 


Total value ... ... es. (41,216,606 |39,929,291 | 1,287,815 | 


II. Exports or British anp Irish Propuck AND MANUFACTURES. 


£ £ £ £ 
I. Animals, living 69,343 83,727 14,384 
IL. Articles of food and drink . «| 847,117 | 824,154 | 22,968 = { 

III. Raw materials 1 806, 705 | 1,547,380 | 259,825 a 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly 

manufactured, viz. :— 
(A.) Yarns and "textile fabrics... 8,549,457 | 8,587,358 _ 87,901 


(B.) Metals and articles manufac- 


tured therefrom (except machinery i 
and ships) ... ... | 2,788,640 | 2,772,591 _ 33,951 } 
(C.) Machinery and millwork... 1,428,277 | 1,071,781 | 356,496 
(D.) Ships, new (not registered as 4 
British 545,190 545,190 i 


E.) Apparel and articles of 
al 909,914 | 850,709 59,205 
(F.) "Chemicals "and chemical and 

medicinal preparations ... 679,174 | 723,018 43,844 
(G.) All other articles, either manu- 

factured or partly er 2,596,207 | 2,589,281 6,926 a 
(H.) Parcel post... 177,210 | 181,405 4,195 


Total value ... (20,847,284*|29,287,404 | 1,115,830* 


III. Exports or anp 


| 


£ £ £ 
Total value... eee «-» | 5,120,260 | 4,682,661 | 487,599 


* Including the value of new ships, not recorded prior to 1899. 


| | 
| | 
| 
| | | | 
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II.—Corn PRIcEs. 


Return of the Quantities soLp and AveraGe Prices or Britisn 
Corn, Imperta, Measure, as received from the Inspectors and 
Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned periods. 


Periods. Wheat, | Barley. | Oats. 
Quantities sold. 
Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. 
Week ended 7th January, 1899 ... ..| 48,545 0 66,1388 6 17,079 2 
» Mth , «| 76,082 1 | 98061 6 | 92078 4 
January, 1899 268,992 | 870,850 6 | 85,948 2 
@orresponding month in 1898 eee 241,382 5 476,006 6 83,267 
” ” 1897 211,670 7 409,838 3 69,786 2 
Average Prices. 
d. s. d, 
Week ended 7th January, 1899 ... =...) 28 
27 11 17 1 
27 «9 17 0 
January, 1899 26 11 238 «(0 17 0 
December, 1898 ... oon 27 2 28 
August 33.1 26 «6 20 1 
July 87 5 24 «3 20 8 
June ” 2% 8 20 8 
May . 4 26 69 21 
April 36 27.9 18 2 
March 35 7 17 9 
January, 1898 27.67 17 2 
” 1897 ooo 31 2 24 i1 4 
2 23 10 13 10 
1895 21 6 13 11 
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1899. 


Retvrn of the Numpers, and Destinations of the 
Passencers that left the Unrrep Krinapom for Ptaces out of 
Evrore during the Month ended 31st January, 1899, compared 
with the corresponding Month of the previous Year. 


Cay 
All 
en United | British N.| Austral-| of 
Nationalities. States, | America. | asia. | Hope and = 


| 888 331 | | 1,083 | 867 | 4,727 
Scotch ii 183 14 63 277 | 140 677 
371 14 43 99 38 565 


Total of British origin... | 2,389 359 | 717 | 1,459 | 1,045 | 5,969 


Foreigners... 1,509 465 15 294 111 2,394 
Nationalities not  distin- 
825 | 7382 | 1,753 | 1,446 | 8,658 
Month ended 31st January, 1898 


English 1,990] 343 | 689 | 1,220 | 856 | 5,098 
292 | 120 362 | 158 943 


Total of British origin... 2,698 370 846 1,700 | 1,025 6,639 : 


Foreigners... aan as 1,752 325 15 447 117 2,656 
Nationalities not distin- 
guished eee eee eee 18 285 303 
Total ... Pan ae 4,468 695 861 2,147 | 1,427 9,598 


Norz.—The above figures, being made up at the eurliest possible date after the close of each 
r month, are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. 


Month ended 31st January, 1899. 
’ 
416 16 118 11 598 
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IV.— ALIEN IMMIGRATION—JANUARY, 1899. 


Rerury of the Numper of Atiens that arrived from the Continenr at Ports in the 
Unitep Kinepom during the Month ended 31st January, 1899, compared with the 
corresponding Month of the previous Year. 


(Compiled from the Auren Lists received by the Customs under Act 
6 Will. 4, c. 11, sec. 2.) 


Gothenburg, 
Hamburg, Rotterdam, Other 
| Dieppe. | Continental Total. 
Bremerhaven. | and Antwerp. Christiansand. Ports. 
1899. | 1898, | 1899. | 1898. | 1899. | 1898. | 1899. | 1898, | 1899. | 1898. | 1899, | 1898, 
Month ended 31st January. 
Aliens not stated to be en 
e to ica or other 
places out of the United 
Arrived at London 748 616 185 147 96 93 204 323) 1,233) 1,179 
» 54 53 27 10 24 4 118 
= Hull 73 73 36 62 115 82 116 306) 320 
” Tyne Ports 14 16 51 301 223). Se 239 130 605) 428 
one 37 74 24 9 23). 9 10 89 181 
Newhaven... ose ose one ove 525 44 1 525 
» Other ports . 73 62 23 ll 101 ae gos 286) 196) 483) 863 
Total | 1,278 895 382 325 632 502 525 444 844 808] 43,661) $2,974 
Aliens en route to America 
or other places out of the 
United Kingdom : 
Arrived at Grimsby 5 197 54 104 132 18 17 319 208 
” lepool 
Hull ... 110 6 6147, 330} 224) 552] 486 
Leith 2 2 
» Other ports 1 27 33 8 6 7 ie 156 178 196} 220 
Total . 70} 197; 73| 257 280 | 504) 491] 1,069} 971 
Total of Aliens en route and 
of Aliens not stated to be 
en route to America or other | |. 1,348) 1,092 620 398 889 782 525 444. 1,348) 1,229) 4,730) 3,945 
laces out of the United | 


* The distinction made in this Return between “ Aliens not stated to be en route to America, or other places out of the 

United Kingdom,” and “ Aliens en route to America, &c.,” is due to the fact that a large number of Aliens who arrive 

tinental ports are reported to be on the way to places out of the United Kingdom, and it is considered desirable 

to record this fact. But it is not thereby implied that the ‘* Aliens not stated to be en route to America, $c.” come to this 

country for settlement, there being in fact a large emigration of foreigners from this country, while many of the Aliens 

arriving from Continental ports return to the Continent. (See Annual Report on Emigration and Immigration, No. 165, 
Sess. 1897, and Monthly Emigration Returns.) 


proceed by train as third-class passengers. 


+ The number of sailors included with the Aliens who arrived at ports in the United Kingdom not en route to places out 
of the United Kingdom in the month of January, 1899, was 1,185, and 907 in the same month of 1898. 


t The ports from which Alien Lists are received are Aberdeen, Belfast, Bristol, Dover, Dublin, Folkestone, Glasgow, 
Goole, Granton, Greenock, A Harwich, Hull, Kirkcaldy, Leith, London, | 
Newcastle, Newhaven, North Shields, South Shields, Southampton, Sunderland, and West Hartlepool. The lists recei 
from Dover, Folkestone, — Newhaven, and Southampton show only deck passengers and persons who, after landing, 


1899, 
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AND WALES. 
Numser of Recervina Orpers GazeTrep in the under-mentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupa- 
tions. 
the January. 
the 
1899, 1898. 
No. No. 
Total gazetted ... 884 322 
Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa- 
tions :— 
Grocers, &c. 28 26 
Publicans and hotel ‘keepers, fo. ie 21 16 
Drapers, haberdashers, &e. 11 6 
898, Boot and shoe manufacturers and dealers... 11 4 
Decorators, painters, plumbers, 9 8 
Tailors, &c. ... 9 7 
Coal and coke merchants anddealers ...  .« 9 3 
— Fishmongers, poulterers,&c. 8 8 
Greengrocers, fruiterers, 6 6 
Travellers, commercial, &c, oes” ea 6 5 
1,179 Clerks, commercial and general .. a ae 5 7 
1s Engineers and founders, = 5 Z 
4 Corn, flour, seed, hay, ont straw merchants 
131 and dealers ove ove 5 1 
445 Agents, commission and eneral... ave 4 
363 Cabinet makers and upholsterers en, eee 4 4 
2,974 Carriers, carmen, lightermen and hauliers 4 2 
Chemists, druggists and chemical manufacturers 4 1 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, &c. 4 1 
Furniture dealers and makers... 8 7 
arriage, &c., builders eve 
& Hairdressers ... 3 2 
Provision merchants, 3 1 
Printers and publishers... oe 8 1 
arpenters and joiners’... 
Fishing smack owners, and masters... ww 2 2 
Gardeners, florists, dc. ... 2 1 
the Directors and promoters of public companies . 2 1 
ile Millers 2 1 
his Restaurant, coffee and eating-house keepers . 2 1 
ne Wheelwrights on 2 1 
65, Doctors of medicine, physicians, “Ge. 2 se 
Woollen merchants and manufacturers... 2 3 
Cattle, sheep and pig dealers... 3 
Timber merchants and wood dealers... 1 3 
Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses 1 2 
Milliners, dressmakers, &c. 1 2 
Officersin Army ... 2 
al China, glass, and earthenware, &e., dealers... 1 2 
Cab, omnibus and fly proprietors eco. tee 1 2 
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V.—BANKRUPTCY.—-ENGLAND AND WALES—continued. 


January. 
1899. 1898. 
or on — in principal trades and occupa- No, No. 
ns—cont 
Blacksmiths, farriers, &c, ... 1 2 
Solicitors... 1 1 
Saddlers and harness makers... ove ove 1 1 
Brokers, stock and share . see 1 1 
Curriers, tanners, and leather merchants 1 1 
Lodging-house keepers... 1 
q Bicycle, &c., manufacturers and dealers... 1 2 
Stone, marble and monumental masons, &c. ... 1 — 
Jewellers, 
amongers... ove coe coe 3 


VI.—Export or LivE ANIMALS FROM IRELAND TO 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


Return of the Number of ANIMALS exported from IrELanD to GREAT 
Britain during the Month ended 3lst January, 1899, com- 
pared with the corresponding month of the year 1898. 


January. 
Animals, 

1899, 1898. 
No. No. 
Mules or Jennets... .... 1 
oo ooo ese ooo ose 28 10 
Total... 146,981 162,213 
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VII.—Fisuery Statistics.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 
Statement of the Tora, Quantity and Vatuz of the Fisu returned as 

landed on the Eneuisu and Wetsn Coasts from the fishing 
grounds during the Month of January, 1899, and the corre- 
sponding Month of the previous Year. 
| 
January, 1899. | Corre- 
sponding 
| 
the 
East South West dr 
Coast. | Coast. | Coast. || Tot#l. || prénious 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts. ts. 
Brill ... aa 910 428 168 1,691 
Soles 1,164 447 6,749 
Turbot 3,904 635 880 5,419 6,305 
Total prime fish... ... 12,457 2,227 1,495 16,179 18,633 
416 266 1,142 1/824 31521 
Halibut 1,499 Bo 1 1,607 1,023 
Herrings 5,231 3,160 1,078 9,469 13,432 
Li 3,806 463 2,596 6,865 9,985 
Mackerel — 510 559 1,069 25488 
48,361 2,359 55,184 56009 
sprats 3,153 2368: "12 5,852 16,58; 
ish not se} tely disti 
| 14,860 | 19,827 || 85,625 || 94,479 
Total ... .. 369,954 29,972 40,245 439,471 || 514,987 
Shell fish :— No. No No. Ne 0. 
Crabs . 99 ,692 650 108,208 220,303 
a 126 2,813 320 A 11,421 
Oysters 3,010,000 | 630,000 71,000 || 3,711,000 || 
Cwts. Cwts. 
Other shell fish 34,034 4,804 14,240 53,078 52,562 
& £ & & £ 
3,432 1,149 443 5,094 4,682 
Soles ... 38,894 7,844 2,669 49,407 49,368 
9,442 3,324 25,219 26,315 
Prime fish not separately distin- 
Total prime fish... ...| 69,378 11,435 6,436 87,249 87,676 
29,428 817 4,676 34,921 34,505 
Haddock 002 = 993 153.995 158,343 
Hake 571 292 1,126 1,989 3,392 
Halibut 4,815 401 5,216 3,331 
1 3.048 1193 
lin 3,378 284 1,391 5,053 
Mackerel = 748 855 1,603 23871 
Pilchards 150 _— 660 
6,580 3,091 76,781 74,400 
Sprats 831 1,567 21369 
Fish not separately distinguished, 
except shellfish... ... ...| 40,435 8,433 13,239 62,107 62,638 
ra 667 322 5 994 1,615 
Lobsters 7 136 16 159 520 
Oysters «18,985 1,185 144 15,314 10,550 
Other shell fish 6,834 1,676 2,496 11,006 12°096 
3,319 2,661 27,473 24,781 
Total value of fish landed,..| $89,911 33,849 37,392 481,152 465,621 
Notz.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values given 
are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. ” 
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VIII.—FisHery 

Statement of the Tora, Quantity and of the Fisu returned as 
landed on the Scorcn Coasts during the Month of January, 
i 1899, and the corresponding Month of the previous Year. 
iit 

January, 1899. | Corre- 
|| Sponding 

and Total. revious 

Coast. | Shetland. | Coast. 

QUANTITY. 

Cwts Cwts. {| Cwts. Cwts Cwts 

Soles (Lemon Soles) 1,065 _ _ 1,065 904 

Turbot 475 8 483 | 384 

Cod 49,351 1,602 2,913 53,866 || 49,913 

Eel ( — 1,113 1,524 | 2461 

Flounder, Plaice, Brill 9 771 5,082 4,500 

Hadd pce 75,324 7,169 2,213 84,706 90,469 

22 349 588 5 982 28 880 39,9 
if errings 942 

Ling 4,788 134 133 6,261 83848 

135 141 90 

Saith (Coal Fish) . 5,104 287 1,788 7,179 9,250 

; 17 1,181 5,753 7,117 

Sparli 1 

158 — 158 4,291 

Torsk (Tusk) 171 93 25 289 

Whiting stew i 3,894 16 973 4,883 4,137 

not separately distinguished, 

3,411 421 638 4,470 5,374 
Total J 176,120 10,351 18,956 205,427 228,907 

Shell fish :— No. No. No. No. 0 
122,300 5,160 127,460 165,060 
Lobsters . a 2,726 1,040 29,605 33,371 30,517 
Oysters eis 1,500 = 56,500 58,000 56,138 

Cwts. Cwts. Cwts 
2,481 83 2,564 2,592 
Mussels ... 12,755 540 6,815 20,110 | 20,931 
Other shell fish .. ; : 263 2,589 3,802 4,303 

VALUE 
£ £ | 

Soles (Lemon Soles) 2,890 2,890 | 2,200 

Turbot 1,771 12 1,783 1,086 

Oe. 5. 26,020 383 1,229 27,632 20,628 

Bi 5,831 331 6.876 

Flounder, Plaice, Brill ’ 

. 51,127 2,394 1,182 54,703 50,021 

1,289 13 1,329 1,481 

Herrings ...... 7,458 104 849 8,411 12,393 

2,274 38 397 2,709 2,928 

Mackerel 172 174 

Saith (Coal Fish) .. ..... 1,110 31 316 1,457 1,185 

rak 
Whitin a 2,704 4 783 3,491 2,195 
Fish not separately distinguished 
pt 1,545 71 226 1,842 1,592 
3,069 6,399 116,056 104,592 
Shell fish :— 
571 595 722 
~ 213 96 1,527 1,836 |, 1,492 
352 9 361 377 
688 27 341 1,056 1,246 
Othershellfish 142 42 689 873 986 
1,972 165 2,828 4,965 5,044 
Total value of fish landed...|/ 108,560 3,234 9,227 121,021 109,636 


- Norz.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, 
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IX.—FisHery Sratistics.—IRELAND. 

Sratement of the Toran Quantity and Va.vue of the Fisu returned 
as landed on the Irisn Coasts during the Month of January, 
1899, and the corresponding Month of the previous Year. 

January, 1899, Corre- 
sponding 

North | East th of the 
Coast. | Const. Coast. Total, 

ear, 

QUANTITY, 

Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts, Cwts. Cwts. 

ore 31 3 50 84 137 

Turbot ... 35 3 48 86 132 
Total prime fish... ... _ 66 6 98 170 269 

~ 3,055 1,151 27 912 5,145 9,848 

Haddock 1,384 1 835 2,497 3,235 

Hake — 75 _ 146 1 323 

Herrings 8,419 _ 290 531 9,240 6,100 

Lin, 16 403 78 435 1,374 

Mackerel 16 152 168 

Fish not separately distinguished, 

except shellfish... 125 811 126 1,993 3,055 4,499 
4,128 545 5,640 22,257 26,723 
No. No. No. No. No. No. 
Shell fish :— 
Crabs. 646 646 402 
Lobsters 719 1,342 2,061 3,240 
Oysters _ 7,900 23,600 _ 31,500 308 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Other shell fish i — 500 230 921 1,651 2,745 
VALUE, 
£ & £ 

Soles ... — 82 13 175 270 432 

Turbot -- 78 9 244 331 480 
Total prime fish 1.0...) 160 22 419 601 912 

Rem 853 29 435 2,337 3,392 

190 1,071 2 674 1,937 1,846 

226 23 154 "410 498 

1 307 i 316 625 519 

ish not separate! stinguished, 
except shell fish. = wes 47 511 103 1,711 2,372 2,628 
3,207 255 3,943 10,393 10,978 
Shell fish :— 
Crabs... ~ 7 7 
Lobsters _ 33 — 57 90 150 
40 59 99 81 
Other shell fish ... — 81 29 194 304 439 
Total ... eee we 161 88 251 500 673 
Total value of fish landed | 2,988 3,368 343 4,194 10,893 11,651 


Nore—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. ‘The values given 
are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. 
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X.—Corron Returns.—January, 1899. 


[ Feb. 1899 


Return of the Numser of Bates of Corron Importep and Exporrep, 
Forwarpep from Ports to Intanp Towns, and RerTurNeD to 
Ports during the Month ended January, 1899, compared with 
the corresponding Month of the Year 1898. 


Month of 
January. 
1899. 1898. 
IMPORTS. 
No. No. 
Total ... man 802,045 532,821 
EXPorTs. 
rican 82,529 27,766 
Brasi i 1,408 
t Indi 64 2,004 
Miscellaneous ill 1,617 
Total ... 47,171 40,311 
FORWARDED from PorRTs to 
INLAND Towns. 
American ‘ 264,442 257,324 
East Indian eee 986 1,212 
Egyptian ooo 29,877 38,090 
Miscellaneous ... oso 9,617 11,013 
Total . 809,113 310,789 
FoRWARDED from INLAND 
Towns to Ports, 
American 291 354 
Total ae 291 358 


| 
i| ‘ 
| 
| 
i 
| 
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XI.—PERIopICAL RETURNS OF IMPORTS AND EXPoRTS. 


SratemMENT of the Imports and Exports into and from the under- 
mentioned Countrizs in the latest Month for which Returns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 
including such latest Month. 


Note—Par Vatues: Rouble == 2s. l}d.; Franc=9,5d.; Milreis = 
4s, 6d.; Lira =9d.; Gulden =1s. 8d.; Drachma = 9,5d.; 
Lew = 9,$;d.; L. Egyptian = 1l. 0s. 6}d.; Dollar = 4s. 2d. 


I.—Imports. 

Name of Country. | wonth. 

1898, 1897. 1898. 1897. 
Russia in Europe ...] July ...| Roubles... 57,793,000 | 46,198,000 || 327,621,000 | 298,188,000 
France Dec. ...| rs. ... 404,662,000 | 419,348,000 || 4,376,195,000 | 3,956,027,000 
Portugal Oct. ...| Milreis ... 4,011,000 2,716,000 || 41,103,000 | 34,531,000 
Italy Nov. Lire... 111,952,000 | 110,641,000 || 1,212,172,000 | 1,070,119,000 
Austria-Hungary ...| Dec. ...| Gulden ... 72,155,000 | 78,813,000 || 830,927,000 | 755,260,000 
Greece ... _...| Sept. Drchms, 15,337,000 | 12,603,000 || 108,966,000 | 73,013,000 
Bulgaria | Sept. ...] Lew ... 6,100,000 7,826,000 || 50,860,000 | 62,668,000 
Egypt... Oct. ...) L.E.... 1,012,000 1,071,000 8,607,000 8,374,000 
United States Nov. ...| Dollars 52,120,000 | 52,855,000 || 579,844,000 | 691,089,000 
British India* Nov. ...|Rupees 6,43,69,310 6,55,61,746 || 43,01,92,698 | 43,83,89,400 

II.—Exports. 
Russia in Europe ...| July ...| Roubles... 56,416,000 | 59,977,000 || 414,064,000 345,048,000 
France | Dec. ...| Frs. ... 371,671,000 | 321,251,000 || 3,503,167,000 | 3,597,932,000 
Portugal Oct. Milreis ... 3,096,000 2,478,000 || 25,641,000 | 23,059,000 
Noy. ...| Lire... 104,555,000 | 107,332,000 || 1,067,792,000 | 989,093,000 
Austria-Hungary ...| Dec. ...| Gulden ... 70,280,000 | 60,473,000 || 808,787,000 | 766,244,000 
Greece... Sept. ...| Drchms.... 16,649,000 | 12,082,000 || 64,379,000 | 60,888,000 
Bulgaria | Sept. ...] Lew 7,564,000 3,471,000 || 48,995,000 | 48,360,000 
Egypt... Oct. ...| L. E. 989,000 1,250,000 8,949,000 9,138,000 
United Nov. Dollars 129,783,000 | 116,672,000 || 1,117,681,000 | 974,655,000 
Mexico ...| Sept. 11,884,000 9,622,000 || 40,099,000 | 31,353,000 
British India* | Nov. ...] Rupees 8,07,03,460 | 8,88,93,382 || 72,73,69,115 | 60,23,68,777 


The above figures are subject to revision in the Annual Returns. 
es are those of the “special” imports and exports, except in the case of 


Norr.—The fi 


Bulgaria, the United States, Mexico, and British India, where the figures are ‘“ general.” 
“Special”? means, in the case of imports, imports for home consumption; in the case of exports, 
exports of domestic produce and manufacture only. : i 

* The aggregate figures are for the financial year commencing Ist April. 
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XII.—Foreian Trape or Britisu Inpra. 


Imports INro British INDIA FROM FOREIGN CounrTRIEsS, 


ight months, Ist April— 
30th Ni 


ovem 
Increase. Decrease. 
1897, 1898. 
R R R R 
I.—Animals, living... .. ... 20, 26,717 23,00,306 2,73,589 


II.—Articles of food and drink— 


Sugar... ... eee 2,98,15,511 | 2,06,67,426 148,085 

Other articles... ... ... | 4,08,93,062 3,19,99,729 88,93,333 
II1.—Metals and Manufactures of— 

plated ware) 93,77,892 91,81,137 1,96,695 

Metals... 8,87,15,397 | 3,24,09,555 63,05,842 

Machinery and millwork ... | 2,03,17,981 1,99,22,084 ‘ite 3,95,897 


Railway plant and rolling- 
stock (other than Govern- 
ment stores) wee 2,06,05,135 1,63,70,615 37,34,520 


IV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 


and narcotics, dyeing and tan- 
ning materials... ... 1,84,96,687 1,25,37,926 9,58,761 
V.—Oils— 
Mineral 2,24,22,240 |  1,95,65,848 28,56,392 
VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles vee 1,86,56,300 | 1,86,28,341 27,959 
VII.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
Cotton yarn ... 2,26,94,176 1,73,31,922 oe 53,62,254 
Cotton piece goods ... —... | 18,54,23,265 | 15,42,02,831 1,87,79,566 
Other articles 6,63,38,078 7,22,54,732 59, 16,654 


Total of all Imports ... | 43,83,89,400 | 43,01,92,698 pee 81,96,702 
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XII.—ForeIGN TraDE of BritisH InDIA—continued. 


Exports OF INDIAN PRODUCE AND MANUFACTURE FROM BRITISH 
InpiA TO FoREIGN COUNTRIES, 


Eight months, lst April— 
30th November. 
Increase. Decrease. 
1897, 1898, 
‘ 
R R R R 
I.—Animals, living ... 7,61,049 10,30,469 2,69,420 
II.—Articles of food and drink— 
Rice ... 5,28,08,755 | 9,40,88,021 | 4,17,74,266 
Wheat... ... -72,05,204 | 8,73,98,786 | 8,02,88,582 
Other articles... ... ... | 1,86,29,088 2,09,64,318 23,35,225 
III.—Metals and Manufactures of ... 9,78,811 8,30,280 ne 1,48,531 
IV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, dyeing and 
materials— 
Other articles... ... 71,99,560 74,07,412 2,07,852 
VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles— 
Cotton... ... 5,88,47,370 | 6,73,89,375 84,92,005 
Oilseeds | 5,62,86,106 | 8,38,47,634 | 2,75,61,528 
Other articles... ...... | 6,10,78,606 | 5,86,85,066 23,938,540 
VII.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured — 
Cotton yarn ... ans 4,84,85,212 4,37,38,473 47,26,739 
Cotton piece goods ... 77,29,897 69,483,122 7,836,775 
Other articles... ... ... | 8,39,70,917 | 7,53,94,133 85,76,784 
Total of all Exports ... | 57,71,87,140 | 70,64,04,468 | 12,92,17,328 


DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORTS. [Feb. 1899, 


XXXI.—LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 


ANNUAL SERIES. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1899, have been issued from Her 
Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, 
and may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East 
Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. Place. 


Trans-Caucasus (Agriculture—1898) ... 
1897 


(Finances in 1898) 
(1897 
(1897-98) 
Jeddah and Hodeidah . (1897) 
Naples ove ese (1898) 


MISCELLANEOUS SERIES. 


The following reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives 
abroad on subjects of general and commercial interest have also 


been issued and may be obtained from the above-mentioned 
sources :—- 


No. Price. 


487 Germany. “ag on Local Government and Finance in 

Pruss 

488 Italy. hen, on the Mother-of-Pearl "Industry on the 
Calabrian Coast ose 

Germany.—Report on the British and Westphalian Coal 
Trade at Hamburg in 1898 ... 

Germany.—Report on the Development of Commercial, 
Industrial, Maritime, and Traffic Interests in Germany, 
1871 to 1898 oe ose 

Belgium.—Report on Commercial Education in Belgium sue 


XXXII.—LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Report relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial 
Possessions has been issued in 1899, and may be purchased from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, E.C.:— 


No. | Place. 


255 | Basuto Land ... 


252 
q 
| 
2200 | 298. 
2203 ove | 
2204 | 2d, 
id. 
4d. ; 
34d. 
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